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The Vaughn M. E. Church is similar to many rural chapels in Dorchester County erected 

for the region's African-American congregations. Following the essential guidelines of 

the Methodist Episcopal denomination's Board of Church Extension's architectural 

design manual (1889), the membership of the Vaughn Chapel financed a straightforward 

Gothic Revival inspired church in 1894. Local carpenters executed a fairly close version 

of the church plan No. 58A. Clear class lancet windows light the sanctuary and were 

combined in a tripartite format for the gable-front window. The interior was finished 

with mass-produced materials such as vertical beaded board wainscoting and a pressed 

metal ceiling. The comer entrance tower, like many contemporaneous churches, is 

capped by a broach spire. 

In 1894, the congregation of the Vaughn Chapel applied to the Methodist 

Episcopal church's Board of Church Extension for $200 to help them finance 

construction of their new house of worship, and a resulting deed of conveyance to the 

Methodist Episcopal Church using the land as collateral was entered into the Dorchester 

County court land records. The background for naming the congregation the "Vaughn 

Chapel at Beverly," the formal grantee for the loan in 1894 is somewhat clouded by 

missing trustees minutes. An earlier conveyance for the "Colored School" across the 

road in 1868 lists a William D. Vaughn as one of its school trustees for the property, 

which was identified in that land transaction as the "Beverly School House." Perhaps 

William D. Vaughn contributed funds to build the church that was named in his honor. 
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street and number Old Field Road 
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not for publication 

x vicinity 

name Old Field Church Creek Community Improvement Association 

street and number P. 0. Box 506 telephone 

city , town Cambridge state MD zipcode 21613 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber 165 folio 698 

city, town Cambridge tax map 51 tax parcel 235 tax ID number 09-200088 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_x _building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_ x _private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense _ x_religion 
__ domestic __ social 
__ education __ transportation 
__ funerary __ work in progress 
__ government __ unknown 
__ health care __ vacant/not in use 
__ industry __ other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

1 
Noncontributing 

I buildings 
___ sites 
___ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 
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Condition 
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~good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The Vaughn M. E. Church, also known as the "Vaughn Chapel at Beverly" is located on the north side 
of Old Field Road southeast of the village of Church Creek in the Church Creek Election District of 
Dorchester County, Maryland. The single-story, gable-front frame church, erected in 1894, rests on 
brick piers, and the exterior is clad largely with vinyl siding over plain weatherboards. The steeply 
pitched roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to the southeast corner of the gable-front 
sanctuary is a two-story, entrance tower capped by a broach spire. Joining the church on the lot is a 
single-story concrete block church hall. The interior of the church retains a pressed metal ceiling and 
vertical board wainscoting. The raised altar has a turned baluster railing. The church faces south with 
the gable roof oriented on a north/south axis. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The Vaughn M. E. Church, identified in the late nineteenth century land records as Vaughn Chapel at 
Beverly, is a single-story, gable-front frame church that stands on the north side of Old Field Road 
southeast of Church Creek, Dorchester County, Maryland. The single-story Gothic Revival influenced 
frame church is supported on brick piers, and the exterior is clad with a combination of vinyl siding, 
plain weatherboards and wood shingles. The rectangular gable-front sanctuary is defined by a two-story 
entrance tower capped by an octagonal broach spire. 

The south (mam) elevation is an asymmetrical elevation with the corner entrance tower flanked to its 
left (west) by a tripartite window unit incorporated within a pointed arch format. The entrance tower has 
a double door entry with diagonal board panels framed by Victorian moldings. The double doors are 
topped by a three-light clear glass transom. The sides of the tower have small pointed arch windows. 
Fixed in the corner of the tower pier is the marble datestone inscribed, "Vaughn M. E. Church, 1895." 
The second level of the tower is finished with a pent eave that wraps the tower and ties into the main 
roof as well as a pent eave that stretches across the front of the main block. The eave soffit is open and 
has exposed rafter tails. The upper body of the tower is covered with wood shingles, and is the gable 
end of the main block. Pointed arch louvered vents pierce the sides of the tower, and a diamond 
shaped window is centered within the gable end wall lighting the sanctuary. The tower is topped by a 
broach spire with an extended eave and exposed rafter tails under the tower roof. 

The east side of the church is defined by three pointed arch, clear glass windows, and an interior 
brick stove chimney rises through the side of the building. The west wall is defined by three pointed 
arch windows as well. 

The north (rear) wall is extended with a small gable roofed apse with small pointed arch windows in 
each side. The rear wall of the apse is a plain weatherboarded wall surface. 
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The church interior survives with a pressed metal ceiling in the sanctuary and the apse. Vertical 
beaded board wainscoting trims the perimeter walls of the sanctuary and the wall surface above is 
plastered. A raised altar has a turned baluster rail. The church also survives with period pews and other 
pieces of altar furniture. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
x architecture 

art 
commerce 
comm uni cations 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Construction dates 1894 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 
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Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture x religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

____ Maryland Register -~x __ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria , followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

The Vaughn M. E. Church is similar to many rural chapels in Dorchester County erected for the region 's 
African-American congregations. Following the essential recommendations of the Methodist Episcopal 
denomination 's Board of Church Extension, the membership of Vaughn Chapel financed a 
straightforward Gothic Revival inspired church in 1894. Like most of its contemporaries, the 
rectangular main block and corner tower are supported on brick piers. A combination of plain 
weatherboards and wood shingles were used to cover the exterior. Pointed arch windows on each 
elevation, fitted with clear glass, light the one-room sanctuary. The sanctuary survives with a pressed 
metal ceiling and vertical beaded board wainscoting. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

In 1894, the congregation of the Vaughn Chapel applied to the Methodist Episcopal church's Board of 
Church Extension for $200 to help them build a new house of worship, and a resulting deed of 
conveyance to the Methodist Episcopal Church using the land as collateral was entered in the Dorchester 
County land records. 1 The reasoning for originally naming the church "Vaughn Chapel at Beverly," the 
grantor of the lien against the property in the 1894 is somewhat clouded. An earlier conveyance for the 
"Colored School" across the road in 1868 lists William D . Vaughn as one of its school trustees for the 
property, which was known formally as the "Beverly School House."2 Perhaps William D. Vaughn 
contributed funds to build the church that was named after him. 

The congregation at Vaughn Methodist Episcopal church lasted until the late 1960s, and the property 
was sold ultimately by the Trustees of the Peninsula Annual Conference to the Old Field/Church Creek 
Community Improvement Association in 1970.3 

1 Dorchester County Land Record, CL 3/249, 9 July 1894, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland . 
2 Dorchester County Land Record, FJH 7.480, I July 1868, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
3 Dorchester County Land Record, 165/235, 23 July 1970, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
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Map 51 , Parcel 235 

165/698 

7.23 .1970 

CL 3/249 

7.9.1894 

Trustees of the Peninsula Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, Inc. 

to 

Old Field-Church Creek Community Improvement Association, Inc. 

Yi acre "Old Field" 

Whereas the religious services were discontinued in the said church 
building many years ago and no pastoral appointments were made to 
said church, and said church, while affiliated with the Peninsula Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church became abandoned 
And Whereas, the Trustees of the Peninsula Annual Conference of the 
United Methodist Church, Inc., by appropriate corporate action, have agreed 
to transfer and convey said property unto the Grantee herein. 

Trustees of Vaughn Chapel of Beverly 

to 

The Board of Church Extension of the M. E. Church 

Whereas the said party of the first part has applied to the said party of 
Second part for aid to enable said Church to procure and possess a House 
of worship adapted to the wants thereof and to be by said church deed 
in trust as provided in the Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
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FJH 7/480 

7.1.1868 

and whereas the said party of the second part has granted such aid to the 
amount of two hundred dollars .... all that parcel ofland lying and 
being in Church Creek Election District, and in that part of said 
Election District which is known as The Old Field, which said lot or 
parcel of land lies on the road known as Williams new road . .. 
containing one-half an acre ... 

Daniel T. Orem and wife 

to 

Charles Keene and others (Charles A. Pindar, William D. Vaughn, 
John Clash, William J. Stiles, John J. Henry, Durham Clash, James 
Nichols, and Jeremiah Marine, James Macer, and Thomas Gumry) 

.. . for the purpose of erecting or allowing to be erected thereon, a 
School House for the use, benefit, and education of the Colored 
People of the State of Maryland in Dorchester County . . . Beginning 
for the same at a stone set in the County road commonly called Green 
Bank Road .. .. containing one half acre and being part of a lot of land 
Bought of Thomas Willis, said School House when erected to be known 
as and called by the name of Beverly School 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. D-313 

Dorchester County Land Records, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse 

10. Geographical Data 

21, 780 square feet 
Yi acre 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name Golden Hill Quadrangle Quadrangle scale: ~1=:2~4~0~0-=-0 ____ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B Touart, Architectural Historian 

Chesapeake Country Heritage & Preservation date 9.11.2012 

Cedar Hill, P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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3. 

COMMON: 

Oldfield Church 
AN DIOR HISTORIC: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Church Creek 
STATE 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District ~ Bui I ding 0 
0 Site 0 Structure ~ 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Public Acquisition: 

Private O In Process 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 

1-

u PRESENT USE (Check One or More BS Appropriate) 

I-

z 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

OWNER'S NAME: 

0 Government 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 

0 Museum 

0 Park 

0 Private Residence 

~ Religious 

0 Scientific 

Old Field Church Creek Communit 
W STREET AND NUMBER: 

w 821 Maces Lane 
V) CITY OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Dorchester Count 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Ca.mbrid e 
itle Reference of Curren 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

O State 

STATE: 

STATUS 

~ Occupied 

D Unoccupied 

0 Preservation work 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

5'1' Restricted 

D Unrestricted 

0 No 

0 Comments 

0 County 0 Local 



(Chee.Ir One) 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent D Good 'ti(I Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) (Chee.Ir One) 

0 Altered raJ Unaltered 0 Moved (8' Original Site 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (ii known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

At the community of Old Field stands a handsome frame 
chapel probably constructed in the 1890's. It consists of 
a rectangular structure with tower entrance on the corner 
of its facade so that the side of the church and tower are 
on the same plane. It is three bays deep and is constructed 
on,brick piers and is covered with weatherboard. The rafter 
ends are exposed along the edge of the "A" roof. There is 
a chimney on each side of the structure. Each of the windows 
have miter arches, as well as the door. The principal window 
on the south gable wall adjacent the entrance is a three 
part composition with multifaceted window head. The tower 
has a double door with miter arch transom. Above the eave 
level is a shingle covered area with louvered bellfry. 
The whole square is caped with a spire on hip roof. 
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0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(SJ (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abar iginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

~ Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications O Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
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0 
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0 18th Century 

LRJ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

lasophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itorian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

D Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify) 

This chapel is a smaller and less sophisticated ver
sion of Chaplin Memorial Church on Taylor's Island, and 
the Methodist Church in Church Creek. The proportions of 
the steeple resemble the proportions of Lane M.E. Church, 
also on Taylor's Island. The chapel is a good late 19th 
century religious structure. 
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