
D-316 
Josiah Parks House 
Hooper's Island 
c. 1850-70 

The Josiah Parks house is an important example of the stepped format vernacular building tradition 

that surfaced across the peninsular region and adjacent counties and states during the late eighteenth 

and early nineteenth centuries. The story-and-a-half and single-story, five-part house is particularly 

distinctive on the Hooper's Island landscape with its site on a knoll at the north end of the 

community of Hoopersville. Although siding and other exterior architectural finishes are obscured 

by layers of synthetic materials, period architectural details point to a construction date during the 

third and fourth quarters of the nineteenth century when the land was held by merchant Josiah 

Parks (1833-1884). He is buried with bis wife Priscilla Parks (1834-1877) in a family burial plot in 

the "hill field" on the north side of Hooper's Island Road. 

Josiah Parks surfaces in the Dorchester County land records during the third quarter of the 

nineteenth century when be purchased small acreages on Hooper's Island; one of the tracts 

containing 8 acres was known as "Anchor and Hope." When the Ninth Census of the United 

States was levied in 1870,Josiab Parks, aged 37, was listed as a retail grocer with real estate and 

personal property valued at $2500. He and bis wife Priscilla and five children occupied the stepped 

form house adjacent to the family-owned store, which are designated at this location on the 

Hooper's Island district map published in 1877. 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Inventory No. D-316 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Josiah Parks House 

other Parr House 

2. Location 
street and number 1905 Hoopersville Road not for publication 

city, town Hoopersville vicinity 

county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Charlotte Lewis Rippons 

street and number 1841 Hoopersville Road telephone 

city, town Hoopersville state MD zip code 21634-1 535 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber 889 folio 91 

city, town Cambridge tax map 107 tax parcel 13 tax ID number 06-089763 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HASS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: ___________ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_ x_building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_ x_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense _ x_religion 
__ domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacanUnot in use 
__ other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

1 

1 

Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
x._ good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. D-316 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The Josiah Parks house, known during the 1970s as the Parr house, stands on the south side of the 
Hoopersville Road at the northern of the community of Hoopersville on Middle Hooper' s Island in 
Dorchester County, Maryland. The five-part, story-and-a-half, stepped format frame dwelling, dating from 
the mid to late nineteenth century, is supported on a low masonry foundation, and the exterior is clad 

with vinyl siding over asbestos shingles. The various gable roofs of the five-part house are covered with 
asphalt shingles. The house has a northerly main exposure and the roof is aligned on an east/west axis. 
Across the Hoopersville Road is a small family that contains the burials of Josiah Parks (1833-1884) and 
his wife Priscilla Parks (1834-1877) as well as Patrick 0 . Lewis (1819-1895) and his wife Sarah A. 
Lewis ( 1813-1891 ) and John W. Lewis ( d. 1891) at 31 years of age. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The Josiah Parks house, built during the third quarter of the nineteenth century, stands at 1905 Hoopersvilk 
Road at the north end of the community of Hoopersville on Middle Hoopers Island in Dorchester County, 
Maryland. The story-and-a-half, one-room plan main block is part of a five-part, stepped format frame house 
supported on a minimal brick foundation, and sheathed with vinyl siding over asbestos shingles. The various 
gable roofs are covered with asphalt shingles. The house faces north with the gable roofs oriented on an 
east/west axis. 

The north (main) elevation of the main block is defined by a partially glazed door flanked to the east by a 
single-pane sash window. The story-and-a-half half story is lighted by a small sash window. Th.e edge 
of the roof is finished with an extended eave. The east gable end features a single one-over-one window 
on the first and second stories, and the edge of the roof has an slightly extended eave. The south wall 
of the main block is extended by a single-story screened-in porch. The west gable end features an 
exterior brick chimney stack that rises against the gable end from a chimney base incorporated within the 
single-story hyphen section that covers the first story. The hyphen section is marked by a single window 
opening. The single-story hyphen section connects a slightly taller single-story, two-bay, one-room plan 
section that is defined on its north side by a partially glazed door and adjacent window opening. This 
room plan part of the house is also served by an exterior brick chimney stack that rises from within the 
fourth part of the dwelling, another single-story, one-bay hyphen section. The final part of the house is a 
single-story, two-bay frame kitchen. The north wall of the kitchen is marked by a partially glazed 
door opening and adjacent single-pane sash window. 



8. Significance Inventory No. D-316 

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

_ agriculture economics 
_ archeology education 
x architecture _ engineering 

art entertainmenU 
commerce recreation 
communications _ ethnic heritage 

_ community planning _ exploration/ 
conservation settlement 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture x religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

___ National Register ____ Maryland Register -~x __ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

The Josiah Parks house is an important example of the stepped format vernacular building tradition that 
surfaced across the peninsular region and adjacent counties and states during the during the late eighteenth 
century. The story-and-a-half and single story, five-part house is particularly distinctive on the Hooper's 
Island landscape with its site on a knoll at the north end of the community of Hoopersville. Although 
obscured by layers of synthetic materials, period architectural details and finishes point to a construction 
date during the third and fourth quarters of the nineteenth century when the land was held by merchant 
Josiah Parks (1833-1884). He is buried with his wife, Priscilla Parks (1834-1877) in a small family 
cemetery in the "hill field" on the north side of Hooper' s Island Road. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

Josiah Parks surfaces in the Dorchester County land records during the third quarter of the nineteenth 
century when he purchased small acreages on Hooper's Island; one of the tracts containing 8 acres 
was known as "Anchor and Hope."1 When the Ninth Census of the United States was conducted in 1870, 
Josiah Parks, aged 37, was listed as a retail grocer with real estate and personal property valued at $2500.2 

He and his wife Priscilla and five children occupied the stepped form frame house adjacent to the 
family-owned store, which are designated at this site on the Hooper's Island district map of the Lake, 
Griffing, and Stevenson atlas. 3 Josiah Parks and his wife Priscilla, who died in 1877, are interred in a 
family cemetery located across the county road from the house. 

1 Dorchester County Land Record, FJH 9/23, 4 December 1872, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland; 
Dorchester County Land Record, FIB 5/178, 26 February 1862, Dorchester County Courthouse. 
2 Ninth Census of the United States (1870), Population Schedule for Dorchester County, Ancestry.com. 
3 John L. Graham, ed. The 1877 Atlases and Other Early Maps of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, Wicomico Bicentennial 
Committee, p. 73 . Note: The name "J. Parker," undoubtedly a misprint for J. Parks is designated at the site. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name Josiah Parks House 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _JL_ Page 1 

Josiah Parks House 
1905 Hoopersville Road 
Middle Hooper's Island 

Map 107, Parcel 5 22.06 acres 

Inventory No. D-316 

MLB 889/91 Charlotte Lewis Rippons, Personal Representative of 
Chandus T. Ribbons, Jr. (died 9.8.2006) 

9.30.2008 

214/57 

5.19.1980 

PLC 170/339 

7.28.1971 

to 

Charlotte Lewis Rippons 

Plat dated 4.1980, PLC 25/16 

Frances T. Parr 

to 

Chandus T. Rippons, Sr. and Chandus T. Rippons, Jr. 

$46,000 

Minerva P. Leister 

to 

Douglas M. Parr and Frances T. Parr 

5 Lots Lot 1; I-Iill field, cemetery location 
Lot 2; 6 acres with improvements 
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Name Josiah Parks House 
Continuation Sheet 

Number_§___ Page 2 

RSM 99/222 

5.8.1956 

RSM 94/282 

6 .21.1955 

RSM 80/529 

1.5.1953 

RSM 40/688 

3.18.1940 

Lot 3; 5 acres 
Lot 4; Main Dwelling House, I acre 
Lot 5, 7 acres 

Hyman D. Caplan & Rose L. Caplan, City of Baltimore 

to 

Minerva P. Leister & Guy J. Leister, City of Baltimore 

C. Burnam Mace, Assignee 

to 

Rose L. Caplan 

V. Calvin Trice, Trustee 

to 

George W. Tyler, Guy J. Leister, Minerva P. Leicester 

County Trust Company 

to 

George W. Tyler, City of Baltimore 
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Name Josiah Parks House 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _JL Page 3 

Mortgage 
JFD 15/436 

5.9.1924 

WHM 101198 

3.29.] 921 

Ruby L. Todd, and Mary J. Todd, his wife 

from 

The Eastern Shore Trust Company 

$900.00 all those parcels of land situate lying and being on 
the public county road leading through Hooper's 
Island, Dorchester County, Maryland, containing 
twenty acres of land, more or less, which were 
conveyed to the said Ruby L. Todd by Sallie B. 
Lewis, widow 

Sallie B. Lewis, widow 

to 

Ruby L. Todd 

All the right, title and interest in the following described property, 
which she obtained from Daniel M. Henry, Jr. , Trustees in No. 
124 7 and 1248. Lot No. 1 Beginning for the same at a locust 
post which is the beginning of Home Place of said Josiah Parks 
planted in the marsh on the south side of a road ... to the place 
of beginning, containing 15 acres, 2 roods, and 28 perches of 
land more or less; All the undivided 2/5 interest of the late 
Josiah Parks, in the parcel of land situated on Hooper' s Island, 
including the dwelling house, store house and other buildings, 
thereon, being the Home Place of the said Josiah Parks, where 
he resided at the time of his death ... 
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Inventory No. D-316 

Name Josiah Parks House 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _JL Page 4 

FJH 9/23 

12.4.1872 

1870 

FJH 5/178 

2.26.1862 

Solomon F. Tyler and Rachel Ann Tyler 

to 

Josiah Parks 

"Anchor and Hope" 8 acres 

Ninth Census of the United States, Population Schedule for 
Dorchester County 

Josiah Parks, 37, Grocer Ret[ail] 1000 Real Estate 1500 P.P. 
Priscilla Parks, 35, Keeping House 
James, 16 
George, 12 
Sarah, 10 
John, 10112 
Mary E. , 9 

Robert A. Travers and Mary S. Travers 

to 

Josiah Parks 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. D-316 

Dorchester County Land Records, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge. 

John L Graham, ed. The 1877 Atlases and 01her f<£lr/y Maps of the Eastern Shore of Mmyland, Wicomico Bicentennial 
Committee, 1976. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

22.06 acres 
25 acres+/-

Honga, Maryland Quadrangle 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale: ~I =: 2_4~0~0~0 ____ _ 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

Private Consultant date 9.20.2013 

P 0 Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

Westover state Maryland 2187 I 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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D-316, Josiah Parks House, north elevation, Hoopersville, Paul Baker Touart, 9/2013 
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D-316, Josiah Parks House, northeast elevation, Hoopersville, Paul Baker Touart, 9.2013 
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D-316 

IOD3t~4--
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

Parr House 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

(MD 335) 

ersville 
COUNTY: 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District l:i(] Building 

0 Sit• 0 Structure 

0 Public 

~ Private 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More•• Apprciprfete) 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

WNER S NAME: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

0 Government 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 

0 Museum 

rr 

0 Pork 

IXl Private RHidence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEOS. ETC: 

urthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

t 
CITY OR TOWN: 

CATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S1'R T ANO NUMaER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE: 

0 State 

STATE: 

STATUS 

IX'.] Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 Preservation work 
in pragress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 RHtricted 

0 UnrHtricted 

gJ Ho 

0 Comments 

0 County 0 Local 

PS - 709 



(Check One) 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent CRI Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 
~~~~~~ .~-=-~~~~-,~~~-==-~~---==-~~:.:.:.~~---.J 

(Check One) (Check One) 

rzl Altered 0 Uncltered O Moved @ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ •D ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAi.. APPEARANCE 

One of the more interesting early dwellings on Hooper's 
Island standing in a state that looks relatively un-altered 
is located on the north end of the settlement. It is a 
five part frame dwelling, composed of three two bay units 
connected by two one bay units. The largest is two storys 
with very small window on the second story. It has a chim
mey on its west gable. The connecting portion is lower 
than both sections which it joins, although the cornice 
line is about the same level. Similarly, the last two sec
tions which appear fairly late are constructed in the same 
manner, but are smaller in scale. The walls are covered 
with asbestos siding and the roof with asphalt. The build
ing appears to date from the early 19th century. 
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PERIOD (Checlr One or More aa Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(S) (II Applicable andKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More a• Appropriate) 

Abar iginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

D Historic D Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

181 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Att Architecture 

0 Com111erce D Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

·. 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Tron1portotion 

•· 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Speclfr) 

Parr House is one of the most interesting combina
tion houses illustrating the addative quality of vernac
ular architecture. Each unit appears to be a single room 
on the first story. It is the most picturesque dwelling 
on Middle Hooper Island. 

PS- 701 



LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

---
GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

District 6, Map 107, p. 5 

NAME AND Tl TL E: 

ORGANIZATION 

Ma land Historical Trust 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Anna olis 
1'2< 
· ·State Liaison Officer Review: 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

Rr-------o_F_L_E_s_s_T_H_ATN__;T~E~N;__;;A~C~R~E~s:._ _____ ---+ 
LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

t 

STATE 

Ma land 

(Off ice Use Onl ) 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes SecoRds 
0 

DATE 

Nov 1975 

21401 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 

Signature 
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