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(Check One)

ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
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District 3 Building [J Public Public Acquisition: B8 Occupied Yes:
Site 1 Structure | Private In Process Unoccupied DR, Restricted
Object Both ] Being Considered Unrestricted

in progress ] Ne
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Preservation work
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Agricultural Government Park Transportation

Comments !

Commercial Industrial Private Residence (] Other (Specity)
Educational * Military g Religious

Entertcinment Museum Scientific

Vestry of Trinity Church
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Libra of Congress
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

0ld Trinity Church is reputed to have been built in
the latter part of the 17th century. It is a one story
brick structure measuring approximately 20 x 40 feet. The
walls are laid entirely in Flemish bond with random glazing.
In the entrance gable 1s a series of glazed chevrons. There
is a large double batten door, above which is a double lead-
ed casement with transom. The southwest side has another
entrance flanked by two windows, whereas, the northeast
side has only two windows. Each of the openings have seg-
mental arches. At the base of the A roof, the rafter ends
are exposed. There is a semicircular apse on the southeast
gable similar to the structure at St. Paul's, Kent County,
built in the second decade of the 18th century.
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Of the exterior structure, the northeast wall and small

portions of the other walls were relaid when the building
was restored in the 1950's.

The interior is, with the exception of the eight inch
square brick tiles, completely restored. "The pews 1in
the church as well as exterior trim, are all made of heart
pine which was salvaged from old homes in Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and Maryland... On entering the front door one
finds on the left the Baptismal Font. It is a hand-rubbed
reproduction of the original and is constructed of native
black walnut. To the right is a winding stairway leading
to the balcony. The three-decked pulpit on the north wall
is a reproduction of those used during the time of Queen
Anne. The railing and alter table are both native black

walnut."
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Pre-Columbian 16th Century 18th Century 20th Century
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education (] Political Urban Planning
Prehistoric Engineering B Religion/Phi. Other (Specity)
[J Historic Industry losophy
[] Agriculture 1 Invention ] Science
D8 Architecture ] Londscape Sculpture — —
Art Architecture Social/Human- -—
Commerce Literature itarion SRS
Communications Military Theoater _ -
' Conservation Music Transportation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is important to Dorchester County as an
early place of worship.

The land on which the church was erected was willed
to the parish in 1749 by James Busick. Around that time,
an addition was built onto the south wall, which was re-
moved during the restoration and reconstructed as a utility
building east of the church. Early photographs show the
church with its addition as well as the nineteenth cen-
tury Gothic windows.

The church was brought to its present state through
the efforts of Col. and Mrs. Edgar W. Garbisch in memory
of Mr. and Mrs. Walter P. Chrysler,.

The graveyard contains the remains of Governor Thomas
King Carroll.
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Forman, H. Chandlee, 0ld Buildings, Gardens, and Furniture
in Tidewater Maryland, 1 , page 1LL-15L,

Jones, Elias, New Revised History of Dorchester County
| Tidewater Publishers, Cambridge, Maryland, 1960. ’

Maryland, A Guide to the 0ld Line State, Oxford University
Press, New York, 1947, p. LO6. ,
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}Acreage Justification:

i District 9, Tax Map 51, p. 246
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#9 (continued)

Wilstach, Paul, Tidewater Maryland, Bobbs-Merrill Company,

7 Indianapolis, 1937.

- Karle, Swepson, The Chesapeake Ba% Country, Remington-
Putnam, Baltimore, 1@35, p. 3960.

BEarle, Swepson, Maryvland's Colonial Eastern Shore,
Baltimore, 1916, p. 87.

T e e e T e T e T T e T T T T

11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryvland Historical Trust _lMaL 1975

STREET AND NUMBER:

| __Shaw House, Z1 State Circle
o ' — * IMM& 21401 -

J*State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:

National State [} Local

Signature
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