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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a 2 1/2 story frame house with a wing on
the front, forming an L shaped house., On the front of
the gabled wing is a 2 story polygonal bay window, with

tall narrow round arched windows. Above this bay window,

in the attic, is a smaller round arched window. The
corners of this wing are accentuated by pilasters. To
the north of this wing are 3 bays across the front.
Each window is round arched. A one story porch across
these 3 bays curves around the north side of the house
forming a capport, and is supported by doric columns.
The porch has a ballustrade with plain bazllusters and
in front of the door is a pediment withBh a decorative
ray pattern.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

interest,

This house, which is characterized by irregularity
of design and variety of detail, reflects the influence
of the Queen Anne style of architecture which was
popular in the last quarter of the 19th century.
house is one of several large 19th century houses on
the "lower" end of High Street which are of architectural
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115 HIGH STREET RSM 78/436
CAMBRIDGE, MARYLAND

This house was built in 1882 by Joseph H. Johnson (1838-1904), a local
attorney, politician and businessman. As a member of the House of Delagates and the
State Senate, he was largely responsible for writing Maryland's oyster laws. Johnson

also published the Democrat and News, which he established by merging two other

newspapers. In 1877, he built a marine railway and shipyard in Cambridge. On

his death the house passed to his second son, Joseph M. Johnson and later to

another son, Henry L. Johnson, who sold the house in 1937. The present owners
acquired the property in 1952. The house has an irregularity of design that is
characteristic of the Queen Anne style of architecture, which was popular in the late
nineteenth century. It is one of many homes on High and Mill Streets that date from

that period and which contribute to the character of the area.

Sources:
Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland
Land Records.
Will Records.
Dorchester County Office Building, Cambridge, Maryland
Assessment Records.

Portrait and Biographical Record of the Eastern Shore of Maryland,

New York and Chicago: Chapman Publishing Co., 1898, pp. 769-770.

Research by:
Terrance Walbert

1976.
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D-419

115 High St.
Cambridge
Cambridge Quad.
Dorchester Co.
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