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Windemere 
Rt. 343, .7 Mi. E. of Castle Haven Road 
Cambridge, Maryland 
Circa 1820, with additions 

D-52 

Windemere is an estate made of bits and pieces, the whole of which is greater 
than the sum of its parts. One section of the present rambling Windemere house 
is an early vernacular house; originally known as Polly Critchett's House, it 
stood on Taylor's Island, but was moved onto this site, remodeled, and enlarged 
by the late Senator George Ratcliffe. Much original panelling wtill decorates 
the old rooms (a pilastered mantel, denticulated cornices, etc.), but the floor 
plan was altered to fit the expansive social needs of a prominent politician. 

See: 

Footner, Hulbert 
1944 Rivers of the Eastern Shore, p. 166. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

Windemere 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

... . - - . 
·:· - ··: .. -.. :. :;;:- -.. -.. -:-::: _- - :····_ .. - :: - -::::··:::: _:· - - _- -~·-:_ -:-.. ·•· .. ·. 
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-·- -·. . •. 

STREET ANO NUMBER1 

Rt. ~ 4~ . '' mile east of Castle Haven Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

w.~rvl I -~ 
, ¢t.ASSfFIC.i.J'~Pff ·.· ·· ... · ··.·· ... · / ·. . .. .. . ·.· . . ..... 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC (Checlr One) 

0 District ~ Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: 181 Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure IKI Private D In Pracess D Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Bath 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

• ~ No 1 n progress 

J.J_ PRESENT USE (Checlr One or More ea Apprq>rlete) 
• 

~ Agricultural 0 Government 

0:: 0 Commercial 0 Industrial 

.... 0 Educational 0 Military 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 

% - 'JWNER's NAME: 

Geor~e M. Radcliffe 

0 Pork 

~ Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Other (Spec/ ly) 

. < .....•. ·. : . ··•·· ...• { . ? \) ...... . .· .·. : ... : .. ···.·• .···.·. ·.· .... ·.·. .• }} : ·. 

W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w ~ 00 Academv Street 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

•• ~ ~:®iti~~~-i~lkOE$CR·""'.1""'e""'t.,..,lO""k·-..•.•. -. ···,..,.,_.,,.,..,.... _ _,.-. /-..... ......_.-........... ~ ..• ~M~. a:;;;;i:;,,,': •;T '"l~~ 21613 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

• 
• Ui__eh '"' 

STATE 

Cambrid~e=--~~7"""'.::-~--::--::---=--==--~-!.;M~a~,i~·~l~an~d:-.- 21613 

,. :·:1E~~iim~ii•ft~~:1•*1"*"'•:csu'i~e.v~· <• .. ·.·. . .ri .... .B. ····· & . .. · .. ·.·.•.• l .... · = ........... Ji.· '1.·•.·. : .. '·.R··· .•.•. ·,.·,· •• ~ ..• · .• ·.·'.· •••... 2 .... ,At ... ·.·.·.•·•·.•·.••.· .... ···.·· .... •.··.·.· .· ··•.·.·.•.•.•.· .. •.•.• 1·· ••••. :·.:·· ·:=:::::·: ·=··:·:-:·:·:·:::::·:·:-:-:-.·:-:-:·.·=·-·.· · -.· .-:·:·> -<:-<:-:-:::-:::-·-:-:-:·:· .·:·.- :- := .. ~:::~IW:~-. :~:'.':::: .. n~::: ....... -......... ·. ·:· .. · · ~:: .. -:: :•::::::;.:: . . . -.- ... -.,,. : - _ .·.· · · . · :>::: .. _ . .-. • 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

91'R T ANO NUMBER: 

-
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

PS - 709 

- . ---
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' . - . ·-· . . · .. -

(Check One) 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

0 f.xcellent .g) Good 
~------= 

0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 ·Unexpased 

(Check One) 

~ Altered 0 Uncltered 81 Moved 0 Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~D ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

One section of Windemere is an early 19th century 
ver·nacular structure which was originally on Taylor's Island 
and known as Polly Critchett's house. The house was moved 
onto the Spocot farm by Senator George Radcliffe, and was 
remodeled and enlarged. Since this survey is mostly concer
ned with the earlier structures, the oldest portion will 
be described. 

It was like several houses of Wester·n Dorchester County, 
being a three bay long, two story frame structure built in 
the first quarter of the 19th century. The interior fire
place wall is like the Brooks Farm, Rubye Brooks House, 
and Patrick's Discovery, being composed of a double door cab
inet with single door cabinet adjoining. The mantel has 
paneled pilasters and panels beneath the shelf and panel-
ing above the mantel. On the opposite side of the fireplace 
is a stair and closet. The whole composition has a dental 

• 
COI~'"TilCe. 

What was originally two rooms, is now one large room 
with a wide expanse of glass overlooking the creek. 

On the property is the one room school which was built 
at Lloyds around 1860 by John Anthony Lecompte Radcliffe. 
It's a handsome Italianate, board and batten structure with 
bold bracket cornice. 
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PERIOD (Checlr One or lllore •• AJIPIOprl•t•) 

0 Pra-Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Cantury 0 17th Cantury 

SPECIFIC OATE(Sl (II Appllc•ble •ndKnow1l) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or lllore •• APl'i oprl•te) 

Abor iginol rill Education 

D Prehistoric D Engineering 

0 Historic D Industry 

D Agriculture 0 Invention 

IS Archi lecture D Landscape 

D Att Architecture 

D Commerce D Literature 

D Communications D Military 

D Conservation D Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

181 
D 

0 
D 
D 

D 
D 

? ' ..... · .... • .·.······· ········ .·.· .. 

0 18th Century 

!Kl 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

lasaphy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

J)- 5J..-
- -·· ,-,- -

. . . . 
.·.: :-:- . ' - -::- -. . . . . ' . . . -

0 20th Century 

D Urbon Planning 

D Other (Specify) 

Windemere is important not only because it has two 
early structures on the property, but also because it was 
the home of the late Senator George Radcliffe. 

PS-709 
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Laskowski Papers, 1955, p. 345 

Wilson, Everett, Ma~land's Colonial Mansions, A.S. 
Barnes, 1965, p. 1. 

Maryland, A Guide to the Old Line State, Oxford University 
Press, New York, 1941, p. 404. 

- .. · - ' . - .. 

- . - - - - : .· ·. ' ' ·.· -' -' -.-

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

1~~---r-~~~~~~~~-r-~~~~~~~~~R1-~~~~~~o_F~L_E_s_s_T~H~AN~T~E~N:-.::.A=C~R=E~S~--~~~~ 
GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE !..ATITUOE LONCOITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 • • 0 • • 0 

NE 0 • • 0 • • 
SE 0 • • 0 • • 

0 • • 0 • • 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

,Acreage Justification: 

' 
i 
' 
' 

I 
District 7, Tax Map 29, block 1, p. 3. 

• 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

• 

Michael Bour·ne Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Shaw House- 21 State ~ircle 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

" . ;· .... 
- - 11111~ 

• 

: lZ<. 
· ·State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property • 
l.S: 

National 0 State 0 Local O 

• 

Signature 

0 • 

DATE 

Jul 
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