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Colonel Albanus Phillips House 
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Private 

The Colonel Albanus Phillips house stands out in Dorchester County as one of the most 

elaborately conceived and executed private residences dating to the early twentieth 

century. Designed in an eclectic manner based largely on neoclassical and Colonial 

Revival aesthetics, the house also borrows on some Victorian, Tudor Revival and early 

twentieth-century Craftsman style details. The bold Mill Street elevation is a two-and-a-

half story, three-bay fac;ade fronted by an extensive single-story neoclassical porch 

featuring a rounded center entrance bay and a set of molded limestone steps. A modified 

Tuscan order with triglyph and guttae carvings enhance the porch entablature. Victorian 

bay windows extend from the house to enlarge the formal front rooms, and a classical 

cornices stretches around the perimeter of the main block. Dominating the top of the 

house is a broad pyramidal roof extended on its northwest side by a pair of gables 

flanking a shed roofed center infill, which has a bank of windows covered by a shed 

roof. Victorian style carved finials are fixed in each gable end peak of the front of the 

house as well as on each side elevation. Diamond-pane leaded glass windows enrich 

many of the ground floor interiors. The elaborately executed exterior encloses interior 

spaces rich with neoclassical detailing arranged around a columned center hall. Cased 

beam ceilings are found throughout the first floor. Formal rooms featuring elaborate 

chimney breast finishes flank the hall. The staircase is another architectural focus of 

elaborate early twentieth-century carpentry with a turned baluster railing that rises three 

floors. The main newel post is topped by a large Colonial Revival wooden urn. 
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The Albanus Phillips house is the most tangible representation of the huge profits 

and success in the vegetable, fruit, and seafood packing businesses that dominated 

Dorchester County's economy during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

Albanus Phillips (1871-1949) grew up in the Golden Hill section of Dorchester County, 

and at an early age was involved in farming and oystering with a bay trading schooner. 

For a short period he worked for the Baltimore oyster packing firm, Webster, Ford & Co., 

a position that lasted until 1899. In 1902 he was a principal partner in the newly created 

Phillips Packing Company with his older brother, Levi B. Phillips and W. G. 

Winterbottom. In a short time the canning company expanded into oyster packing as 

well. During the same period he was involved in the Phillips Hardware Company and the 

Phillips Can Company. The Phillips family owned businesses were dominate in 

Dorchester County as well as across the region until the post World War II era. Albanus 

Phillips was personal friend of Admiral Richard E. Byrd, who used Phillips factory 

canned products in bis explorations from pole to pole. Albanus Phillips also served in 

many business capacities on boards of banks and the early Cambridge hospital. During a 

period of service to Governor Phillips Lee Goldsborough he was appointed the rank of 

colonel. 

Albanus Phillips married Daisy Alma Lewis of Baltimore City on October 10, 

1900. For a period the couple resided on Choptank Avenue with their young family. In 

August 1910 Albanus purchased two adjacent lots, Nos. 11 & 12, next to his brother' s lot 

on the corner of Church and Mill streets; which had been part of the property held in the 

William H. Barton estate (See D-443). In October 1911 , when the Sanborn Insurance 

Map Company published the new delineations of the improvements in Cambridge since 
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its issue of the July 1906 map, it was stated that a new house on the comer was 

determined through the availability of architectural plans. A short ways down the street 

at house at 316 Mill was under construction, but Lots 11 & 12 in between were at that 

point unimproved. On the map issued for January 1918 the Albanus Phillips house was 

indicated on its site. 

Colonel Albanus Phillips remained at this address until his death in 1949 when 

the property was sold by his heirs to Jacob G. Carton in October 1949, who transferred it 

seven later to Edwin B. and Lonnie C. Carton. The Cartons, residents of Prince Georges 

County, Maryland, only held title to the property for two months; selling it to Phillips G. 

and Sallie Lou Waller in December 1949. The Wallers retained residency in the Phillips 

house until Phillips G. Waller's death in 1966. Another long-term owner was Cornell C. 

Houston and his wife Frances, who held title to the Mill Street property from 1976 to 

2005. 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The Colonel Albanus Phillips house is a large two-and-a-half story, center hall/double pile plan brick 
house built around 1912, and it stands at 314 Mill Street in the center of Cambridge, Dorchester 
County, Maryland. Stylistically the eclectic exterior appears largely neoclassical in inspiration with a 
broad Tuscan columned front porch and classical finishes in its cornice as well as that of the main block. 
However, other details such as the molded stone lintel above the second floor door, and roof finials in 
the gables points to the Victorian and Tudor Revival styles. 

Elevated on a high brick foundation with an excavated cellar, the stretcher bond brick dwelling is 
covered by a truncated pyramidal shaped roof with a kicked eave and slate covering that is extended on 
each side of a variety of gables and dormers. The flattened top of the pyramidal roof may have had a 
balustrade at one time. Stretching across the full first floor front of the house is a flat roofed porch of 
modified Tuscan half columns resting on a wall of cut limestone. The center the porch has a semi
circular entrance bay that is reached by a set of semi-circular steps. Attached to the back of the main 
block is a two-and-a-half story wing that is extended by a two-story flat roofed porch. The house faces 
northwest. Joining the house on the town property is a single-story hip roofed brick garage. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

Tue Colonel Albanus Phillips house is a prominent two-and-a-half story brick dwelling located at 314 
Mill Street in the center of Cambridge, Dorchester County, Maryland. The center hall/double-pile plan 
house, built around 1912, was designed with a mixture of Colonial Revival and Victorian detailing on 
the exterior and elaborate neoclassical and Colonial Revival interiors. Supported on raised brick 
foundation, the stretcher bond brick dwelling is covered by a truncated pyramidal roof with kicked 
eaves. The pyramidal roof is covered with slate and it is extended on each elevation with a variety of 
gables and dormers. Large interior brick stacks rise through the roof on each side and are finished with 
corbelled caps. 

The northwest (main) elevation is a symmetrical fa~ade with a projecting center entrance bay 
flanking two-story bay windows. The entire first floor front is sheltered by a single-story, flat-roofed 
porch with a semi-circular projection that is echoed by a set of semi-circular front steps. The modified 
Tuscan column order that support the semi-circular projecting and flanked to each side by a regular 
series of half columns resting atop a foundation and knee wall of semi-coursed, rough-faced limestone. 
The porch roof is finished with a neoclassically inspired cornice with fluted blocks with triglyps 
enhanced with guttae. The boxed cornice has a dentiled bed molding, and on line with each triglyp is a 
modillion block. On the outer comers of the porch are tapered stone columns with the same triglyp and 
guttae detailing above each. The second floor is marked by the projecting bay windows featuring leaded 
glass upper panels above large single-pane lower ones. Fixed in between the two bay windows is a 
second story door fixed under a decorated, segmental stone arch featuring a raised hood mold terminated 
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in a corbel stop. Small windows to each side of the door are fitted with diamond pane leaded glass. 
The top of the second story is finished with a modillion block cornice that follows the line of the 
projecting bay windows to create small balconies with turned baluster railing. The full front of the 
house is topped by a pair of outer gable roof forms infilled between with a shed roof. Third floor 
doorways in each gable are flanked by small windows of diamond pane leaded glass, and each doorway 
is topped by a shallow pitched classical pediment supported on console brackets. The gable roofs, 
which have kicked eaves at there base, have a stick finial fixed in the peak. The shed roofed section in 
between features a shed roofed covered bank of four window units fitted with diamond-pane leaded 
glass. The shed roof is slightly raised above the line of the main shed and it is finished with an open 
eave and exposed rafter tips. 

The northeast elevation is an asymmetrical fa~ade with an off-center gable roofed extension of the 
main pyramidal roof balanced with a pair of gable roofed dormers flanking an interior side brick stack 
that rises to an corbelled cap. Nine-over-one sash windows flank the interior side chimney stack. The 
cornice is enriched with modillion blocks. The gable roofed dormers have extended and open eaves, and 
the rafter tips to the front bargeboards. The gable is pierced by a single window unit, and a wood finial 
rises through the peak of the gable end eaves 

The southwest side elevation is an asymmetrical f~ade as well with a projecting gable roofed 
pavilion on one side and pairs of nine-over-one sash windows flanking an interior side brick stack on 
the left. The exterior finish details follow the same pattern as the northeast side with a modillion block 
cornice and pairs of dormers that flank the interior corbelled cap chimney stack. The projecting 
pavilion is extended further on the first floor by a single-story flat roofed bay window pierced by a 
tripartite window unit. A tripartite window pierces the second floor of the pavilion, and a single 
window unit is fixed in the center of the gable end, which is finished with an enclosed pediment. 

The southeast (rear) elevation of the main block is partially covered by a two-and-a-half story gable 
roof<?d wing, which is extended further by a two-story porch to the rear and single story enclosed or 
open porches to each side. The eaves to the roof, like that of the main block have a kick and are 
enhanced with modillion blocks. Gable roofed dormers mark each roof slope and an interior/exterior 
brick stack pierces the gable end. The two floors of the porch are supported by the same modified 
Tuscan columns found on the front of the house. The left side of the first story porch is enclosed 
between the columns and is covered with plain weatherboard siding. To the southwest of the two-story 
porch is a single-story sun porch with upper and lower windows units fitted with diamond shaped leaded 
glass panes. To the northeast of the wing is an open porch with a rounded end. 
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The interiors of the Albanus Phillips house include some of the most elaborate neoclassically 
inspired finishes known to any dwelling on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. The center hall plan 
dwelling is distinguished by a profusion of interior columns executed in the individualistic 
interpretation of the Tuscan order with triglyph and guttae panels highlighting section of entablature. 
Most of the ceilings throughout the first floor are sectioned into rectangles defined by painted wood 
beams. The chimney breasts feature a variety of neoclassical designs. The northeast parlor is fully 
finished with tall pilasters that flank a mantel shelf and tapestry covered overmantel. The cornice is 
highly decorated with an entablature of triglyphs, guttae and dentiled bed molding. Pocket doors 
framed by tall pilasters separate the front room from the one deeper in the house. The centrally 
positioned staircase is highlighted by a Colonial Revival turned baluster railing anchored at its base by a 
tapered square newel post capped by a large wooden urn finial. 
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Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

The Albanus Phillips house stands out in Dorchester County as one of the most elaborately conceived 
and executed private residences dating to the early twentieth century. Designed in an eclectic manner 
based largely on neoclassical and Colonial Revival aesthetics, the house also borrows on some 
Victorian, Tudor Revival and early twentieth century Craftsman style details. The bold Mill Street 
elevation is a two-and-a-half story, three-bay fa~ade fronted by an extensive single-story neoclassical 
porch featuring a rounded center entrance bay and set of molded limestone steps. A modified Tuscan 
order with triglyph and guttae carvings enhance the porch entablature. Victorian bay windows extend 
from the house to enlarge the formal .front rooms, and a classical cornice stretches around the perimeter 
of the main block. Dominating the top of the house is a pair of gables flanking a shed roofed center 
infill, which has a shed roofed dormer window. Victorian style carved finials are fixed in each gable 
end peak on the front of the house as well as each side. Diamond-pane leaded glass windows enrich 
many of the ground floor windows. The elaborately executed exterior encloses interior spaces rich with 
neoclassical detailing with a columned center hall and wood timber ceiling. Formal rooms featuring 
elaborate chimney breast :finishes flank the hall. The staircase is another focus of elaborate early 
twentieth century carpentry with a turned baluster handrail that rises three floors. The main newel post 
is topped by a large Colonial Revival wooden urn. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

The Albanus Phillips house is the most tangible representation of the huge profits and success in the 
vegetable, fruit, and seafood packing businesses that dominated Dorchester County's economy during 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Albanus Phillips ( 1871-1949) grew up in the Golden 
Hill section of Dorchester County and was involved at an early age in farming and oystering with a bay 
trading schooner. 1 For a short period he worked for the Baltimore oyster packing firm, Webster, Ford & 
Co., which lasted until 1899. In 1902 he was a principal partner in the newly created Phillips Packing 
Company with his oler brother Levi B. Phillips and W. G. Winterbottom. In a short time the canning 

1 Elias Jones, New Revised History of Dorchester County, Maryland, Cambridge, Maryland: Tidewater Publishers, 1966, p. 437. 
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company expanded into oyster packing as well. During the same period he was involved in the Phillips 
Hardware Company and the Phillips Can Company. The Phillips family businesses were dominate in 
Dorchester County as well as the region until the post World War II era. Albanus Phillips was a 
personal friend of Admiral Richard E. Bryd, who used Phillips factory canned products from pole to 
pole. Albanus Phillips also served in many business capacities on the boards of banks and the 
Cambridge Hospital. During his service to Governor Phillips Lee Goldsborough in was appointed rank 
of colonel. 2 

Albanus Phillips married Daisy Alma Lewis of Baltimore City on October 10, 1900.3 For a period 
the couple resided on Choptank Avenue with their young family. In August 1910 Albanus purchased 
two adjacent lots, Nos. 11 & 12, next to his brother's lot on the comer of Church and Mill streets; 
which had been part of the property held in the William H. Barton estate (See D-443).4 In October 
1911, when the Sanborn Insurance Map Company published the new delineations of the improvements 
in Cambridge since its July 1906 issue, it was stated that a new house on the comer was outlined on the 
map according to p1ans available to the map company employees and that the house at 316 Mill was 
being built. However, Lots No. 11 and 12 were vacant. On the map issued for January 1918 the 
Albanus Phillips house was located on its site. 5 

Colonel Albanus Phillips remained at this address until his death in 1949 when the property was 
sold by his heirs to Jacob G. Carton,6 who transferred it seven days later to Edwin B. and Lonnie C. 
Carton. 7 The Cartons, residents of Prince Georges County, only held the property for two months; 
selling it to Phillips G. and Sallie Lou Waller in December 1949. 8 The W allers retained residency in the 
Phillips house until Phillips G. Waller's death in 1966.9 Another long-term owner was Cornell C. 
Houston and his wife Frances, who held title to the Mill Street property from 1976 to 2005. 10 

2 Ibid. 
3 Charles B. Clark, The Eastern Shore of Maryland and Virginia, Volume ill, Lewis Publishing Company, pp. 7-8. 
4 Dorchester County Land Record, WLR 2/444, 30 August 1910, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
5 Sanborn Insurance Maps, various issues, 1906, 1911, 1918, Library of Congress. 
6 Dorchester County Land Record, RSM 70/376, 13 October 1949, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, MD. 
7 Dorchester County Land Record, RSM 70/379, 20 October 1949, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, MD. 
8 Dorchester County Land Record, RSM 71/92, 23 December 1949, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, MD 
9 Dorchester County Land Record, PLC 150/167, 22 March 1966, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, MD 
10 Dorchester County Land Record, PLC 194/459, 30 April 1976, 658/576, 29 April 2005, Dorchester County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, MD 
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658/576 Francis B. Houston, Surviving Tenant of Cornell C. Houston, date of date 9. 7.1989 

to 

4.29.2005 James S. Harwood 

(Home property of Colonel Albanus Phillips, formerly 22 Mill Street) 

PLC 194/459 Robert M. Hurst and Ruth M. Hurst 

to 

4.30.1976 Cornell C. Houston and Frances B. Houston 

PLC 182/523 National Bank of Cambridge 

to 

11.30.1973 Robert M. Hurst and Ruth M. Hurst 
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PLC 182/492 

11.27.1973 

PLC 168/519 

4.7.1971 

PLC 150/679 

3.22.1967 

RSM 71/92 

12.23.1949 

Frederick U. Wells and Loma S. Wells 

to 

National Bank of Cambridge 

Cornelius W. Wallace and Florence M. Wallace 

to 

Frederick U. Wells and Loma S. Wells 

Clarence H. Cockran, Executor of Last Will and Testament of Phillips 
G. Waller(died 12.18.1966,APM5/346) 

to 

Lillian C. Lybrand, Cornelius W. Wallace, and Florence M. Wallace 

Edwin B. Carton and Lonnie C. Carton, Prince Georges County, Maryland 

to 

Phillips G. Waller and Sallie Lou Waller 

Lots 11 and 12 in the First Report of Sales of the real estate of the late 
William H. Barton, filed in No. 2913 Chancery 
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RSM 70/379 

10.20.1949 

RSM 70/376 

10.13.1949 

WLR2/444 

8.30.1910 

Jacob G. Carton and Gertrude B. Carton 

to 

Edwin B. Carton and Lonnie C. Carton 

Albanus Phillips Jr., Theodore Phillips and the Equitable Trust Company, 
Executor of the Last Will and Testament of Albanus Phillips, died 1.17 .1949, 
RPS 6/139 

Executors of the Last Will and Testament of Albanus Phillips 

to 

Jacob G. Carton 

T. Sangston Insley, Trustee 

to 

Albanus Phillips, Sr. 

Whereas by a decree of the Circuit Court of Dorchester County, sitting as a 
Court of Equity, dated 28th May 1909, and passed in cause in said Court, 
between Henrietta White Barton, Complainant, and Susan Worthington 
Barton, et al. defendants, the same being No. 2913 Chancery, the above named 
T. Sangston Insley, was appointed Trustee with authority to sell the real estate 
in the proceedings in said cause mentioned ... 

$3,370 Lots No. 11and12, including the right of way or alley 16' IO W' wide 
running in from Church Street in the rear of said lot hereby conveyed, in common 
with the owners of the other lands bordering upon said alley ... . 
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D-538, Col. Albanus Phill~ps Hous~ 

-Cambridge, MD Quadrangle 
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·· - - · _0-538, Co1. AJ.banus Phi.l.l.i.ps House 
Sanborn Insurance Map, 1901 -
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_D-538, Col. Albanus Phillips Hou~ 
Sanborn Insurance Map, 1911 
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D-538, Albanus Phillips House, northwest elevation, Cambridge, 1.2012, Paul Baker 
Touart, photographer. 
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D-53 8, Albanus Phillips House, north elevation, Cambridge, 12.2011, Paul Baker Touart, 
photographer 
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D-538, Albanus Phillips House, Cambridge, porch detail, 12.2011, Paul Baker Touart, 
photographer. 
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D-538, Albanus Phillips House, Cambridge, southeast elevation, 12.2011, Paul Baker Touart, 
photographer. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 16.380 sguare feet 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name Cambridge. Maryland Quadrangle scale: ..:..l ·=:2c..:.4""0.:<,;00><------

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidentaJ with the current boundary of the lot 
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Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 
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to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
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The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
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D-538 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X —ORIGINAL SITE 

X-GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This large, symmetrical, three story house employs a 
variety of materials and architectural details, encompassing 
various styles. On the front are two gables, one over each 
end bay. The third story appears to be covered with stucco 
although the rest of the exterior wall surface is brick. 
Masonry work forms the base for the Doric columns which 
support the wide one story porch across the front. In the 
center of the porch, and in front of the door, is a semi
circular portico supported by Doric columns. There are 
three bays across the front and the two end bays each consist 
of a two story polygonal bay window. Between the second and 
third stories is a projecting modillioned cornice. Just 
above the bay windows and around the edge of this cornice is 
a ballustrade, which forms a small balcony in front of the 
three part windows in the gables. The center bay on the 
third story is a four part window, consisting of four 
casement windows with leaded diamond panes. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Built in the early years of the 20th century by 
"Colonel" Albanus Phillips, one of the co-owners of 
Phillips Packing Company, this is one of the larger 
20th century homes in Cambridge. The architectural 
style of the house appears to have been derived from 
a variety of sources. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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314 Mill Street 

"Colonel" Albanus Phillips erected this house in 1912 on land 
purchased from William H. Barton, Jr. estate. Phillips was one of the 
founders of the Phillips Packing Company. In time, it expanded from 
fruit and vegetable canning into the hardware, trucking, can production 
and oil businesses. The company was a major factor inCambridge's 
economic growth in the early twentieth century. During World War I 
Phillips Packing canned a large share of the field rations for the 
American army. And at one time during the second World War, the company 
employed one-fourth of the city's eight thousand people. The packing 
company was sold after the war, but the hardware and oil companies 
remain. 

Albanus Phillips was born in Dorchester County in 1871, the 
younger brother of Levi B. Phillips (see 312 Mill Street). In the 
late nineteenth century Albanus operated a schooner between Dorchester 
County and the port of Baltimore. He then opened an oyster packing 
plant. In 1902 the operation merged with those of Levi Phillips and 
W. Grason Winterbottom to form the Phillips Packing Company. 

Phillips was a colorful and iracible individual who modeled himself 
after his hero Theodore Roosevelt, even to the moustache. Phillips was 
also a personal friend of the Antarctic explorer, Admiral Richard Byrd. 
Phillips Packing supplied the canned food for Byrd's polar expeditions; 
in return, Byrd named a glacier and a mountain range in Antarctica after 
his fried. Phillips died in 1949 and his executors sold the house. 
Since then it has passed through several owners. 

The house's architecture appears to have been derived from a 
variety of sources. The structure is one of the largest twentieth 
century houses in Cambridge. But the significance of the building lies 
in its connection with the economic history of modern Cambridge. 
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