D-55
Rigby Seward House

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D QRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rigby Seward House is located at the corner of

T_ Castle Haven Road and Route 343. It is very typical of a
Dorchester County farm house, having a three bay, one and
one-half story large section, with a lower one and one-half
story section the same size, three bays long. There 1is also
a leanto porch dating from the 20th century. The house is
standing on brick piers with a chimney within the west gable
and one in the center of the house. The kitchen fireplace

| 1is located on the exterior east wall of the kitchen wing.
Formerly, the leanto porch was covered with lattice but

the lattice has been recently removed and the posts are cov-
ered with plywood sheets.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rigby Seward House 1s included in the survey because
1t 1s typical of the vernacular Dorchester County houses
of the early nineteenth century.
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