D-57
Garden of Eden

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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' Garden of Eden is one of the great Ante-bellum houses
of Dorchester County. The main portion of the house is

| Dbuilt over a high brick basement. The walls are framed

and covered with beaded weatherboard. It is five bays long
with a central entrance, and two storys tall. On each side
is a 20th century one and one-half story wing, one housing
| the kitchen, the other a porch.

A covered porch over the door with its sidelight and
transom appears to be original, a very simple version of
the Greek Revival style. Each of the windows have 6/6 sash
and louvered shutters, though the first story windows are
slightly longer than those above. On each side of the roof
| are two dormers. There 1s a deck upon the roof with balus-
trade extending between the four tall chimneys. On the
|  water side of the house is a screened porch which looks
down a partial allee of maples to the waters of the Great
Choptank. |

The interior is divided into four rooms with central
stair-hall. The hall and west half of the house have simple
Greek Revival architraves around- the doors and windows,
similar to Ridgeton Farm, Taylor's Island. The openings
of the other half of the house and upstairs have bold trim
with corner blocks and four-panel doors. The original
partition between the front and back rooms on the west
has been removed, creating a large living room. Between
the two east rooms are closets, which are beneath tThe cor-
ridor and stair to the attic.

The stair is deviod of the usual ornamentation of
Ante-bellum millwork. It is made of mahogany while most
of the period is walnut and oak. The secondary newels are
smaller than the main one and their drop finials are deli-
cate acorns.

The house has seven fireplaces - only the southeast
bedroom lacks a fireplace. It has an openness and rich
simplicity not found in other houses of the period.
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iden is one of the best Ante-Bellum houses

Only Ridgeton and Liberty Hall rival its
detail, but neither has the lightness of interior detail
which make Garden of Eden so impressive.
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