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Travers House 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

'T'ravers House 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

. - ..: -.-
·.· - -. .- _- .·.·-

STREET AN!:.' NUMBER: 

1--.i:.L M nl.L..I._-..._ ,;1..w_a.-1.. '"' ~ 
CITY OR TOWN: 

·• mil"' !=!.outh r.f Rt. '47i 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC (Check One) 

0 District ~ Bui I ding D Public Public Acqui s1 tlon: ~ Occupied Yes: 

0 Site D Structure !RI Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied D Restricted 

0 Object D Both O Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted -
in progress IXl No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More ••A.PJNaprlete) 

.c::t ·1ton H. Davis 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Rt. ' 
Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

'f. i..e , : , P+ 
Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE 

r.~mbrid e Mai land 2 1 613 
Title Reference f Cu. i B & 4 J.' · o 1~ • 1' 

llr.!!l.::·.~r::;::~:.=111tBliitt9MiM-:lEilit;•Nq,$.Ul.¥e-xi. · bu.·. ·@·. L .· .·••••·.··· ··.·••• JU ?I . Ji. •······• •.} } .f/.~!""'ii+..,iJ!;,,,.!J~'\""'}•""'i:t..,..W'-.-~ .. 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURllEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S"tR T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

---·~---- -- --~----·-----·- - ___ ,_ - - -----
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 'li'J Good 0 Foir 

(Check One) 

~ Altered 0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deterioroted 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~o ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved Originol Site 

The Travers house is located on Morris Neck, over­
looking Beckwith Creek. It is the earliest existing -
house on Morris Neck, having been built during the eighteenth 
century and later receiving an extension to the south. The 
main part of the house is three b~ys long and one and one­
half storys tall built above a brick basement. On both 
gables are large brick chimneys with free-standing stacks. 
The door has sidelights and transom and the windows, on 
both the first story and in the dormers have 6/6 sash. To 
the south is a porch on the west side and a one and one-
half story, one bay long extension, with 9/6 sash, con­
nected to the lower, one story kitchen. The latter has 
an exterior chimney. Alt1mint1m siding has been installed 
on all walls, including the small shed on the end of the 
kitchen which houses the furnace. 

The floor plan consists of a central stair hal1 
with two rooms, with two rooms connected to the kitchen. 
In the two latter rooms are small stairs to the rooms above. 
All of the major portion of the house was remodeled in the 
1850-60 period and resembles that portion of Spocot built 
in the same period. Even the floor boards of the second 
story were replaced except in the cuddy areas. 
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PERIOD (Che cir One or llore a• APfJl'Oprlate) 

0 Pr•-Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th C•ntury 

SPECIFIC OATE(S) (II Applicable andKnowru 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or llore a• Appropriate) 

Abor iginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engine•ring 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

~ Agriculture 0 lnv•ntion 

~ Architecture 0 Londa cope 

0 Att Architecture 

181 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

~ 18th Century 

~ 19th CMtury 

Politiccil 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Sociol/Humon-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

-

JJ-.5"7 
- - '-. - - : - ··: : ' - _· ' -':- :-:: -: - - .. 

- - . --- :-. -: - ,• -' ' - -. '-.- ' -_ - --.... ,' ... .·. . ' .. · 

0 20th Century 

-

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The Travers House is the earliest existing house on 
Morris Neck and as such is of great importance. There 
are also very few structures in the Neck District which can 
be definitely attributed to the eighteenth century. 

It is called the Home Place of the Travers family but 
no research has been made readily available on the property 
or its owner. Mr. Thomas Travers who lived on the farm from 
the mid-19th century until his death in 1922, was a mer­
chant, farmer, and director of the National Bank of Cambridg . 
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Fo1man, H. C., Early Manor and Plantation Houses of 
Maryland, i934, p. 164. 

Laskowski Papers, '955, p. 3iJQ. 
Wilson, Everett, Ma~land's Colonial Mansions, A. s. 

Barnes, 1965, p. 2. 
Maryland, A Guide to the Old Line State, Oxford University 

Press, New York, 1941, p. 405. 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

.·. ' - - . -
' ' --· ' 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes SecOAds 
NW 0 • • 0 • 

NE 0 • • 0 • 
SE 0 • • 0 • 

Q • • 0 • 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

. 

,Acreage Justification: 

' ' 

• 
• 
• 
• 

1 District 8, Map. 28, 
j -'17. 71 acres 

p. 8-A 
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NAME AND TITLE: 

0 • 

' 

Michael Bourne. Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Marvland Historical Trust 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

• 0 • • 

DATE 

Nov. 11. 2:..._--1 

Shaw House . 21 St &...t~e"'--l.£"'..,.,,i-=.r_,.·r.'-"'l=-l>e"------.----------------.------i 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Annanolis 21401 
t~:. 
· 'State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property • is: 
National 0 State D Local O 

Signature 
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