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Dorchester - 601
Thompson Chapel (Methodist) Site-2
Thompsontown Rd.

Thompsontown,MD 1878, 1903

Access:Public

The present version of Thompson Chapel was built in 1903. It

stands 30' from the east side of Thompsontown Rd. and faces west..
Thompsontown is a black community in northern Dorchester County. It
is named for a black family named Thompson that once owned a farm in

the area. The chapel has been a center of black 1life in this community
for many years. It was originally located across the ~oad from
the present site. Part of the originsl building was used for a primary

school and is now locatec on the southeast corner of the property.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The prestent Thompson Chapel (Methodist) was built

in 1903. It stands 30' from the east side of Thompsontown Rd.

at Thompsontown, The chapel faces west. It is 32' across the
front facade . It is l10' in depth and has an addition on the
east end that is 15'. The building is gabled (east -west) .

It has four steps up {(cement) to the double wooden front doors.
There are 2 one-over-one rectangulsr windows (3'-clear-glass) in
the front facade. There is a blocked lancet window 5' in the

east gable. There is a small square open cupola atop the west gable.
There 2re 3 5' lancet windows on the northside of the building.
These windows have [ panes of clear-glass (lower) and 10 vanes

of colored glass (upper...red,green & blue). There are four more

of these identical wincdows on the south side of the buildind.

At the east end of the chapel is a li-paneld wooden door reached by
eight cement steps. On the north side of the chapel is a house

that was once used as the parsonage. On the east end of the property

is the cemetery. There is a structure that once served as the

hall. It was at one time used as & primary school. This building
was once part of the structure on the west side of Thompsontown Rd.
that was the original chapel. This building is situated on the
southeast corner of the property. I have included a photograph

of it.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Thompsontown is g black community in northern
Dorchester County. It was founded towards the end of the Civil war.
It is named for 4 black family named Thompson that ownec a farm that
bordered Thompsontown Road. At one time there were many black farmers in
the area but they have turned to other work and the farms have been
sold to whites in recent years. The Chapel has been a center of black
life for Mmany years . It was located across the road from the present

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY )
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
James W. Clark,Historic Sites Surveyor

mmAMMHONﬁiggé%?d%C8ﬁT%S%éOn on Afro-American DATE
STREET&NUMBER 50 Dean Street TELEPHONE 269-2893
CITY OR TOWN Annapolis STATE Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Thompson Chapel, Site #2 D-6M
Thompsontown, Dorchester County, MD
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis,
Southwest elevation
2/81







Thompson Chapel, Site #2 D-601
Thompsontown, Dorchester County, MD
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD
Southeast elevation
2/81







Primary School, Thompson Chapel, #2 D-601
Thompsontown, Dorchester County, MD
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD
Northwest elevation
2/81




