
SOUTH DORCHESTER 

South Dorchester is an area of tranquil beauty, from its ever changing 
scenic views of natural wonder, to the colorful ways of the inhabitants 
going busily about their daily tasks. 

It has been said that all life begins in the marshlands! The early 
settlers must have had this in mind as they began their new lives in South 
Dorchester. Among those who came to settle from the Western Shore was a 
man named Henry Hooper who owned a large tract of land, about 2340 acres 
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along Rt. 335 called Hoopers Island. A Catholic settlement was made before 
1692 at the upper end of the island, then called Meekins' Neck. There the 
first Catholic Church was built in Dorchester County. This recently renova­
ted Church known as Tubman Chapel St. Mary's Star of the Sea Parish is probably 
the oldest surviving Roman Catholic Church on the Lower Eastern Shore. 

Hooper's Island is now divided by two navigable thoroughfares. Its 
western banks are bordered by the Chesapeake Bay and Tar Bay, while its 
eastern banks border the Honga River. Hooper's Straits borders the south. 

Some other conununities of Hoopers Island include Honga, Fishfng Creek, 
Hoopersville and Applegarth. Applegarth was once a thriving community but 
is now uninhabited and accessible only by water. 

Along Rt. 336 is a region known as Lakes and Straits. The section called 
Lakes was so named after the prominent Lake families. Some if its communities 
are Golden Hill, Lakesville and Crapo. 

The region called Straits, known first as Straits hundred, extends from 
Lakes to Bishop's Head. It includes Elliott's Island, Clay Island and Sandy 
Island, separated from the mainland by Fishing Bay. Also included are 
Bloodsworth Island and Holland's Island which lie south of Hooper's Straits. 

Captain John Smith sailed through the Hooper's Straits in a storm in 
1608. His sails were damaged by the wind and were repaired by using the 
crew's shirts. 

Some other community names that are familiar to this region are Toddville, 
Wingate, Robbins, Crocheron, and Andrews. The Straits District is bordered on 
the west by the Honga, on the east by Fishing Bay and the Nanticoke River, and 
to the south by Hoopers Straits. 

Farming, fishing, sailing, oystering and crabbing have been and still 
are the most important occupations of the area. A number of seafood packing 
houses have been built to accomodate the communities. Local stores, Post 
Offices, a community center, a Senior Citizen center, two fire departments, 
and a kindergarten through eighth grade school now serve this area. It is 
obvious to visitors of this locale, that great pride is taken in caring for 
boats, homes, and churches. Also, numerous hunting lodges may be found due 
to the abundance of wildlife in South Dorchester. 
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In southern Dorchester County there are a number of 
small settlements composed of old and newer houses and 
businesses. The buildings are generally of the latter 
part of the nineteenth century and some from the twent­
ieth century. They all have great similarities throughout 
this area, though each settlement has its own share of the 
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Wingate is divided into the area of near the post of­
fice and the village. The post office is a small concrete 
block building which appears to have been built for a bank. 
(now a residence) The story of its rise and fall is not 
known bylookingat the building, but it bears some similar­
ity to the Union Trust Bank which served the needs of the 
people of Fishing Creek prior to the depression. The villag 
of Wingate, like all of this area has houses scattered about 
in no pattern, usually on the higher ground in the area. 
Most of the buildings here as well as Bishops Head, Toddvill 
and Wesley, are two story frame buildings, either two or 
three bays long with one and two story extensions, often 
the size of the main or first portion of the structure. 
Churches in each of these villages are seperately included. 
Almost all of the buildings are painted white, frequently 
with green shutters. An occassional store building is 
located strategically for the inhabitants. Few of these 
structures have the "gingerbread" or "carpenter's lace" 
so frequently encountered in Hoopers Island. The churches 
in most of these villages are included in the survey 
seperately. 
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Lakes and Straits Districts are filled with history 
which has been only slightly researched by those who 
could afford the time to devote to its pursuit. Laskow­
ski and Jones mention several families connected with 
the development of this area stating that the economic 
conditions which caused the increased population were 
centered around the seafood industry. 

Architecturally, this area contains several buildings, 
dwellings, stores, and churches, dating from the 19th 
century as well as the early 20th century. The archi­
tectural elements as well as the concentration of build­
ings in this low-lying area are a unique attraction of 
the area. 
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