
D-659 
Harry Groton House 
East New Market 
private 

c. 1910 

The Harry Groton house is a prominent early twentieth-century dwelling 

standing at the north end of the East New Market historic district. The rusticated 

block construction is accented by reddish-brown mortar, and patterned slate covers 

the main hip roof as well as various roofs of porches, dormers, and the single-story 

kitchen. The exterior is also enhanced by segmental block arches that top the 

window openings and a bracketed eave that trims the perimeter of the roof. 

Stretching around two sides of the house is a single-story tapered post porch. 

Commonly known as the Sammy Webster house, the structure is thought to 

have been built within the first decade of the twentieth century, and Lawrence 

Adshead is remembered as the craftsman that executed the distinctive exterior and 

interior masonry. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic SAMMY WEBSTER HOUSE 

and/or common HARRY GROTON HOUSE 

2. Location 

street & number North Main Street 

city, town East New Market 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district· 
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
-- _object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 

_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__ not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
--X-- yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. D-659 

Magi No • I 0 0 6 5 9 2 7 0 4 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Dorchester 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
_park 
x__ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mr. and Mrs. Harry Groton 

street & number North Main Street telephone no. : 

city, town East New Market state and zip code MD 2 16 3 I 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Dorchester County Courthouse folio 

city, town Cambridge state MD 2 18 13 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryland Historic Sites Inventory 

date I 9 8 5 _ federal _x._ state _ county __ local 

.posltory for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state MD 2 14 0 I 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 

_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. D - 6 S 9 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Harry Groton house, commonly known as the Sammy Webster house, 
stands on the west side of North Main street in East New Market, Dorchester 
County, Maryland. The two-and-a-half story rusticated concrete block house 
faces east. 

Built around 1910, the two-and-a-half story, four-room plan dwelling is 
supported by a raised block foundation, and the hip roof is covered with 
patterned slate. The rusticated concrete block was laid with reddish-brown 
mortar. Attached to the back of the house is a single-story service wing that 
was executed without colored mortar. 

The east (main) facade is an asymmetrical elevation with a north bay 
entrance and a flanking single-pane sash window. The glazed front door is 
topped by a six-pane transom, and the window openings are distinguished by 
segmental concrete arches. stretching across the front of the house and around 
to the south side is a single-story porch with a slate roof and tapered, fluted 
posts on concrete block bases. A rectangular baluster handrail stretches between 
each set of posts. The second floor is lighted by a pair of large single-pane 
sash windows also topped by segmental concrete block arches. The perimeter of 
the roof is trimmed with a bracketed eave. Centered on the east slope of the 
hip roof is a hip roofed dormer pierced by a three-part window. The sides of 
the dormer are sheathed with slate like the roof. 

The north side of the house is marked by an asymmetrical fenestration 
with paired single-pane sash windows topped by segmental concrete block arches. 
The foundation wall is pierced by three-pane windows. Located on the roof is a 
gabled dormer pierced by a pointed arch sash window. 

The west (rear) facade is largely covered by the single-story one-room plan 
kitchen wing also covered by a slate hip roof. The red mortar extends around the 
back of the main block, but was not used in the construction of the kitchen 
wing. Extending from the south side of the kitchen is a frame shed-roofed 
addition covered with narrow vertical beaded boards. 

The south side of the main block is also defined by an asymmetrical 
elevation with the porch covering the entire first floor. A side door topped by 
a single-pane transom is flanked by paired single-pane sash windows. Centered 
on the roof is a gabled dormer. 

The interior of the house has not changed significantly since the early 
twentieth century. The first floor is divided into a four-room plan with the 
quarter-turn stair located in the north west corner of the hall. A large square 
newel post and turned balusters support a molded handrail. The stringer is 
molded as well. South of the stair hall is the front parlor, which is entered 
through a large opening flanked by tapered posts. A small round arched opening 
leads under the stair to the dining room. Six-panel doors framed by simple 
classical surrounds provide access to each room, however large pocket doors 
divide the front and rear parlors. Located in the northwest corner of the rear 
parlor is a molded concrete mantel executed in reddish mortar like the house 
exterior. 



a. Significance Survey No. D-659 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
__x__ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
__ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government __ transportation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect Mason-Lawrence Adshead 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B x C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Harry Groton house is a fine example of early twentieth century 
design. The rusticated concrete blocks were given highlighted with reddish-brown 
mortar, and the windows were topped by segmental arches. Patterned slate 
covers the main roof as well as the kitchen, porch, and dormers. Well-designed 
features including the tapered post front porch and the bracketed cornice add 
further interest to the four-room plan dwelling. Inside the house has not been 
significantly altered since its construction. Oak woodwork is accented by plaster 
- tll.s. One of the most unusual features is the concrete block mantel in the 
_.Juthwest room that was laid with reddish-brown mortar as well. Lawrence 
Adshead is remembered as the mason that executed the work. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. D-659 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I B WI....._ ..._I ......._! 4-.1.-'--'' I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c Li_J .._I ~----
e LLJ .._I ~----
a LiJ ._I ------

D~ ..__I ..._l_.__--..._.I ..__I.....__.__....._._~~ 

F LLJ L-1 ...... I -'--............. 

H LiJ .._I ...... I _.__.__ ......... 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 12/16/87 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone ( 3 0 I ) 6 5 I - I 0 9 4 

city or town Westover state MD 2 I 8 7 I 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS·2746 



DESCRIPTION (continued) Page 2 

The mantel has molded pilasters which rise to a molded frieze and mantel shelf. 
The first floor rooms are also fitted with original interior shutters and hardware. 

The second floor is divided into four bedrooms that open off a center hall. 
six-panel doors are framed by simple classical surrounds. The bathroom, located 
on the north side of the hall, is distinguished by a original tile floor. 

Located in the back yard is a single bay frame garage and what appears 
to be an old wooden water tank that has been removed from its stand and 
covered with a roof. The vertical wood ribs are secured with round iron rings. 
A door and window have been cut through the wall. 
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S l'R \' EY t:L'J-·lB_E_R_: ________ _ }~R)LA~D HIS10RJCAL TRUST 
21 STATE CIRCLE 
SllA\..' HOl!SE 
A\'.·: . .\?OLI S • l'..Ak.Y L.A.::D 21 ~01 

HISTORIC SITES Sl'RVEY FJELD SHEET 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

. 1)--059 
.::Fr.ATJ\'E FJL[ 

l; nJ R E FER C\ CE S : 
Zone/Easting/~orthing 

U.S.G.S. QL'.A.D. K.\P: 
• r---------------------

PRESE?\"T FOR..'-~.AL l\.!,}!E: 

COl1NTY: Dorchester 

I ORIGINAL FOR..'-~.AL East New Markel --- K~-1E: 
JO\,'N: 

--1-0CATION: Main Street PRESENT USE: 
Route 16 ORIGINAL USE: 

CO!'r-lON KAJ.1£: 
P~CHITECT/ENGINEER: 

The Sammy Webster House BUILDER/ CONTRACTOR: 
FUNCTIO.l\AL TYPE: Residence?dweliing house .. 
~ 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Groton PHYSICAL CONDITION OWNER: OF STRUCTURE: 
ADDRESS: East New Market, Md. 21631 Excellent { ) Good~ 

Fair { ) Poor: { ) 
ACCESSIBILl IT TO PUBLIC: THE.ME: -- --
Yes (x) ( ) Restricted { ) STYLE: C.0wr.J l~L f<eL.' Iv A '-

-----No 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILTt' ---
Local (x) State { ) :t\ation;il ( ) j '100 - I '1 J 0 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: --- -

Structural System 
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick( )ConcreteMConcrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood fr.:;rne: Post and Beam( ) Balloon( ) 
B. Load Bearing :Masonry: Brick{ )Stone( )Concrete( 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapboard{ )Board and Batten( )Wood 
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet :Metal( )Aluminum{ 

)Concrete Block 

Shingle( 

~) 

( ) )Shiplap 
)Asphalt Shingle{ ) 

Brick Veneer( )Stone \'cneer{ ) 

Other: Asli./A Bonding Pattern: 
4. Roof Structure ~13~ A. Truss: Wood{ ) Iron{ )Steel{ ) Concrete( ) 

B. Other: 
5. Roof Covering: Slate(X')l-'ood Shingle{ )Asphalt Shingle{ )Sheet Metal( 

Built Up{ )Rolled( )Tile( ) Other: 
) 

6. Engineering Structure: . 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches~Towers{ )Cupolas( )DormersQ'\)Chimneys{ )Sheds( )Ells( ) 
Wings ( ) Other: --Roof Style: Gable{ )Hip(><) Shed{ )Flat{ )Hansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( }.Hth Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front 
Other: _JV,;z Number of Stories: 

( ) 

Number of Bays: -- Entrance Location: 
Approximate Dimensions: -

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITIJDES: 
No Threat( )Zoning( )Roads{ ) Positive( )Negative( ) 
Development( ) Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 
Alteration ( ) Other: 



--------- ------ --, 
ATJU Ill Ot\AL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL UESCR I PT JON: I 

(Describe) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

REFERENCES: 

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 

1 :,., Open Land(-')Wodal'and{·)Sc::i.ttered Buildings( 
Moderately Built Up( )Densely~Built Up( ) 
Residential( )Corrunercial( ) · 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: . 

~ ) <:.:::. ; 

RECORDED BY: 

ORGANIZATION: 

DATE RECORDED: 



... Sara Rosaing 

]-b57 

~. nlE HOUSE OF MR. AND MRS. HARRY GROTON 

~-. ' 

2~ story, hip roof covered with slate. Dormers & croaa gables covered with slate. 

Croaa center gable on right and left aide• with louvers above a window. 
3 bay; 

There i• a hip dormer centered on front facade;/offaet 2nd bay (to the right), 
lara• 1 over 1 windows with block arched fr••. 

Decorative scroll wood bracket• at top of block wall attached to cornice around 
entire structure. wall structure i• extruded cast block; wall covering is 
coaraed Ashler-faced (square) block aet in red mortar. 

~ymmetrical dormers; both aides. 

Above all windows i• Aahler-faced block--flat on top, arched on bottom. 

~ 

Left aide 6 bays, 3 of which in aingle-a~ory shed addition covered with narrow 
vertic•l boards. 

Right aide, 3 baya. 1 over 1 window• on both •idea. 

There is a porch on front and left faca4e• with a plain baluster railing joined 
by aquare 1aided-reeded coluama. Lattice •~•~•4 porch for venti~ation. I r , 

"'"'~~1" 
Cement atepa, front and aide entrances. 

In back of 1tructure there i• an unusual, small round building made of vertical 
wood with abed roof. Another building with abed roof exists for storage. 

Note: 
Land waa part Gf "Ro•• Hill" Farm, and was reserved by Samuel Webster aa a 

building lot when he retired from the farm. 

Samuel Webster built the house aa hi• retirement home in 1909-1910. It is 
mentioned a1 ''new .. in deed WLR 2/329, dated May 4, 1910. 
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HARRY GROTON HOUSE 
East New Market, Dorchester Co., MD 
Northeast elevation 
12/87 Paul Touart photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 
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HARRY GROTON HOUSE 
East New Market , Dorchester Co., MD 
Southwest elevation 
12/87 Paul Touart photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 
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HARRY GROTON HOUSE 
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East elevation 
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HARRY GROTON HOUSE 
East New Market, Dorchester Co., MD 
Mantel 
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Negative/MD Historical Trust 





D-659 
HARRY GROTON HOUSE 
East New Market, Dorchester Co . , MD 
Stair 
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