
D-673 
Abdell House 
East New Market 
private 

1903 

The Abdell house, a two-and-a-half story center hall dwelling, is a prominent 

frame structure that defines the south side of School Street near the main 

intersection of East New Market. The large ell-shaped house is distinguished by a 

modillioned cornice that trims the house main roof as well as the front porch and 

the rooftop dormer. The modillion blocks curiously extend around the projecting 

north west corner of the service wing. The date of construction, 1903, is painted 

on the interior face of one of the four chimneys within the attic. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate preferred name} 

historic ABDELL HOUSE 

and/or common ISENBERG HOUSE 

2. Location 

street & number 14 School Street 

city, town East New Market 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district­
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 

__ object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

Status 
~occupied 

county 

_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
_x__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. D-673 

Magi No· I 0 0 6 7 3 2 7 0 4 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Dcrchester 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Mrs. Mildred Isenberg 

street & number 14 School Street telephone no.: 

city, town East New Market state and zip code MD 2 16 3 I 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester Clerk of County Court liber 

street & number Dorchester County Courthouse folio 

city, town Cambridge state MD 2 16 3 I 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

m~ Maryland Historic Sites Inventory 

date I 9 8 5 _federal _K_ state _ county __ local 

pository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state MD 21401 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. D-6 7 3 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Ab dell house, also known as the Isenberg house, stands at 14 School 
street in the center of East New Market, Dorchester County, Maryland. The 
two-and-a-half story, three-bay frame house faces north with the principal gable 
oriented on an east/west axis. 

Built in 1903, the two-and-a-half story center hall frame house is 
supported by a minimal brick foundation and is is covered by a uniform layer of 
aluminum siding. The steeply pitched roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles. 
Attached to the back of the main block is a two-story ell service wing. 

The north (main) facade is a symmetrical three-bay elevation with a center 
glazed door entrance and flanking two-over-two sash windows. The windows are 
distinguished by louvered shutters. stretching across the first floor is a single­
story turned post, hip roof porch. Decorative corner brackets mark each post, 
and the porch cornice is trimmed with modillion blocks. The porch has bee1_1 
screened in. The second floor is lighted by three evenly spaced two-over-two 
sash windows with louvered shutters. Highlighting the base of the roof is a 
modillioned cornice that stretches around to each gable end. Centered on the 
roof is a gabled dormer that is also distinguished by a modillioned cornice. "!\ 
small pointed arch single-pane sash window pierces the front gable. 

The east and west gable ends are essentially alike with pairs of two-over­
two sash windows lighting each floor. Small single-pane sash windows light the 
attic to either side of the internal end brick stove stacks. The chimney stacks 
are finished with corbelled caps. 

The south side of the main block is largely covered by the two-story 
service wing that extends slightly beyond the west gable end of the main block. 
The service wing, three bays deep, is extended on the east side with a partially 
enclosed single-story porch and a shed roofed section to the rear. Fixed in the 
southeast corner of the ell is a two-story flat roofed addition. Rising through 
the roof are two narrow brick stove stacks. 

The west side of the service wing is an asymmetrical three-bay elevation 
with two-over-two sash windows lighting the first and second floors. Located on 
the second floor between the second and third bay from the north corner is a 
colored glass diamond shaped window. 

The interior was not seen, but early twenitieth-century woodwork and 
plastered walls were described by the owner. The owner, Mrs. Mildred Isenberg, 
also indicated that the date, 1903, was painted on the interior face of one of 
the chimneys within the attic. 



8. Significance Survey No. D - 6 7 3 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_x___ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
__ agriculture _economics _ literature __ sculpture 
~architecture _education _ military __ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

1903 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B iC D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Ab dell house, located in the center of East New Market, is an 
important early twentieth-century dwelling. Aside from the relocated "Trading 
Post" building and the small town office structure, the Abdell house is the first 
dwelling that defines the south side of School Street nearest the main 
intersection of town. The large ell-shaped frame house, erected in 1903, is 
distinguished by a modillioned cornice that not only trims the main house but the 
porch and gabled dormer as well. The modillion blocks were curiously extended 
around the projecting northwest corner of the service wing. From the 
description of the interior by owner, few major changes have been made inside 
the house. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. D-6 7 3 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I I I I I I I I B w '--1..._I ....&....! ~....a....11 .. l I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c Li.J .._I ............... __,,_ _ _. 

E L..i_J .... I ............... __,,_ ......... _ 
G LiJ ._I ............... _ ......... _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

organization P r iv a t e C on s u 1 t an t date 12/12/87 

street & number P . 0 . B ox 5 telephone ( 3 0 1 ) 6 5 1 - 1 0 9 4 

city or town Westover state MD 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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COUNTY: Dorchester 
! TOWN: East New :.1arket 

LOCATION: School Street " 
Route 14 

East New Market 

S!l 1 ~!::T 

Form 

..... ~ 

. ti~"' .. ... 

- ,. 
. ,; . -1' ••• . ~ 

COMM.ON ~AME: .
1 The Abdel House /15~ .I~~~ ~ced-~ 

FU~CT'!.ONAL TYPE: dwellin2/resid~tial 
. 

. i.:·:·:~ :<.E.'.'E\~'.\C~S: 

/,;..c;e/Eds~ing/!\orth:!.ng 
j ~ 

:I 
I i u ~- S;, G. ~- Si,.:;QU~ MAP: 
' ~ . ,,," ·'·~~I , I t. '·· 

q PJi_E.SENT FOR.."1AL NA."1E: . 

ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: 

' PRESENT USE: I 
i;C.IGINAL USE: 
l ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

. I 
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 

OWNER: Mrs. M1.l_dred N.-.. _ -!_sent>erg PHY~IeAL·CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
ADDRESS: 

' !• I 
F;xcellent oO Good ( ) 

sa~ as above- : , ; ~ ., ,: . Fa:tr ( ) Poor: ( ) 

ACCESSIBILITY, ,J'O P-l:J).LIC.: .. ,.-:_«• ''THEME: 
Yes (y) No ( ) Restricted ( ) t STYLE: 
L!::VI::L Or' SIGNIFICANCE: I DATE BU~T: '8'(3( I c .1q),Q Local 00 State ( ) National ( ) , . I a 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: ~- --~ .. 

Structural System .. .. 
1. Foundation: StoneOOB~f~k( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wa~l Structure 

A. 1L,od Frame: Post and Beam( ) BalloonP<) 

I 
B. Wooc Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. O::her: 

3. Wall Cov.:ring: Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( 
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet 2".etal( ) Aluminum 0() Asphalt Shingle( ) 
~rick Veneer( )St~ne Veneert ) 
:Ounding Pattern~ Other: 

. """'~· 
4. Roof Structure 

A. Truss: Wood( )Iron( ) 'Si@!.(· .)Concrete( '·•. ) 
B. Other: . : . 

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood SI :'..ngle( )Asphalt Shingle C>O Sheet Metal( 
Built Up( ) Rolled ( )Tile( )Ot!'.1·r: 

6. Engineering St rue t.u.re: 
I 7. Other: ,. . ~·t·. . .. .. ~~ 

Appendages: .Porches(/), ro~;;~s ( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( )Sheds( ) Ells ( ) 
Wings ( ) Other: •' 

Roof Style: Gable<X)Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )JerkinL..,o.id( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( )With Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( 
Other: 

o?~ Number of Sto_·ies: dtiD Number of Bays: -~ Entrance Location: 
Approximate Dimensions: -< >< 2 l".'SA'i 5 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
1o Threat( )Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive(x)Negative( ) 

.:Jevelopment( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 
Alteration (X) Other: 

. 

. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

" I 

! ,_ 
I 

\ 



RELATED STRUCTURES: · (Describe) 

Jr;; I:.-: • .... -~ .. ;..<;".:;,.· . · .. ~ . ~ '. 

5TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
.... "'--~ 

.. 
_j ....... ·-· .•. 

·' 

~EFERENCES: 

'.AP: (Indicate No.rtfr In C:t.~i;;) _,,, .... 
. ~· ~ .-: 

.~-------'··----

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: , 
I.Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )l ti Moderately Built Up(x )Densely Built Up( ) 

!
;Residential( )Conunercial( ) 
IAgricultural( )Industrial( ) 
llRoadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

' . 

RECORDED BY: 
East New Market Historic District Commissio 

ORGANIZATION: 
Summer, 1985 

DATE RECORDED: 

,. 
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Sara Ro1aing D-l,13 

.----. THE ISENBERG PROPERTY 

2~ atory, balloon fra... Gabled aaphalt tile roof with 2 inaide chimneys at both 
sable• with corbells. Front fac~ has 3 baya; entrance in center bay. 'lbere is a 
veranda with turned coluama and decorative ornate acrell work. Original louvered abutters. 
Ori9inal door--large lite on top half; 3 receaaed beaded panela, chamfered edgea~ Plain 
autround; tranaom over door. 2 over 2 windowa. Dent11 cornice acroaa veranda and main 
house, extending to gables on both aide1. From the aaln block there ia a L or projected 
rear block. S baya--2 in aain block, 3 in rear. Tvo vindov1 l over 1 in \ atory. In 
rear block there are 2 chimneya with corbelfl on rid&• of roof. Decorative, diamond­
ahaped window, between 4th and 5th bay, on aecond level, with colored/glaaa and at top 
and bottom and on both aidea are small colored frosted panes. plain 

There i• a kitchen addition built in 192Q.lWf. 1 1tory aide porch partially enclosed. 
Chamfered edges on porch colu111na. Brick foundation. A total of 36 windows in the houae. 

oUtbuilding ha1 gabled tin roof framed with very wide vertical board1. Shed roof 
addition. 

~ lower half 
** '!be enclosed kitchen addition was originally an open porch • 

• 
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D- 673 
ABDELL HOUSE 
East New Market, Dorchester Co . , MD 
Northwest elevation 
12/87 Paul Touart photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 
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D-673 
ABDELL HOUSE 
East New Market, Dorchester Co ., MD 
East elevation 
12/87 Paul Touart photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 
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