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D-691 
Tubman House 
East New Market 
private 

c. 1890' c. 1850 

The Tubman house illustrates a different history of construction from most 

houses in East New Market. The two-story two-room plan service wing predates 

the front section of the house. Dating to the middle years of the nineteenth 

century, the rear wing is finished with wide pine floors and Greek Revival style 

door moldings. The front half of the house, on the other hand, is fitted with late 

nineteenth-century Victorian mantels and and bulls-eye corner block surrounds. A 

double wall thickness between the living room and dining room also suggests two 

separate periods. 

A house is located on the 1877 East New Market town map under the name 

of Mrs. Hubbard, however, the configuration of the dwelling is somewhat unusual. 

Two squarish sections are off-set and linked by a short section of common wall. 

Evidently the original front section was torn down during the later nineteenth 

century and replaced with the current side hall/parlor structure. 



Survey No. D - 6 9 I 

Maryland Historical Trust Magi No. I 0 0 6 9 I 2 5 0 4 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic TUBMAN HOUSE 

and/or common SIMMONS HOUSE 

2. Location 

street & number I 0 RAILROAD AVENUE _ not for publieation 

city, town EAST NEW MARKET _vicinity of congressional district FIRST 

state MARYLAND county DORCHESTER 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership ~atus Present Use 

district~ __ public _occupied _agriculture _museum 
-X- building(s) !_____private _ unoccupied _commercial _park 
__ structure _both _work in progress _educational _X_ private residence 
_site Public Acquisition Accessible _ entertainment _religious 
__ object _in process __x_ yes: restricted _ government _ scientific 

__ being considered _yes: unrestricted _ industrial _ transportation 
__ not applicable _no _military _other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of 21.!. owners) 

name Howard and Judy Simmons 

street & number 10 Railroad Avenue telephone no.: 

city, town East New Market state and zip code MD 2 16 3 I 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester Clerk of County Court liber 

street & number Dorchester County Courthouse folio 

city, town Cambridge 
state MD 21613 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryland Historic Sites Inventory 

date I 9 8 5 _federal _x_ state __ county __ local 

posltory for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state Md 2 14 0 I 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. D _ 6 9 I 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Tubman house, also known as the Howard Simmons house, stands at 10 
Railroad Avenue in the center of East New Market, Dorchester County, Maryland. 
The two-story, three-bay frame house faces south with the principal gable 
oriented on an east/west axis. 

Built in two distinct stages, the earliest section of the ell-shaped house is 
the rear two-story service wing which dates to the middle years of the 
nineteenth century. The front part of the house was attached during the years 
surrounding the turn of the twentieth century. A single-story one-room bedroom 
addition extended the main block westward around 1947-1948. Supported by a 
minimal brick foundation the two-story house is sheathed with aluminum siding 
and covered by a steeply pitched asphalt shingle roof. 

The south (main) facade is an asymmetrical three-bay elevation with a side 
entrance and flanking single-pane sash windows. The front door is distinguished 
by an oval glass, and the windows are flanked by aluminum shutters. stretching 
across the entire first floor is a turned post, hip roof porch. The second floor 
is lighted by three unevenly spaced single-pane sash windows. The cornice is 
boxed and trimmed with period molding. 

The west gable end is covered on the first floor by the single story 1947-
1948 bedroom addition, while the second floor is lighted by a single-pane sash 
window. The east end, on the other hand, is pierced by pairs of single-pane sash 
on each floor to either side of an interior end brick stove stack. The eaves are 
slightly extended with short returns at the base of the roof. 

Extending to the north is a two-story, two-room plan service wing that 
predates the front block. The service wing is partially covered on the east side 
with a two-story shed roofed bathroom addition that fills the inside corner of the 
ell. The rest of the service wing is covered by a single story shed roofed 
enclosed porch. Brick stacks rise from the north gable end and against the north 
wall of the front block. 

The interior dates appropriately from two different periods. The rear wing 
has a few surviving mid nineteenth-century door surrounds as well as wide pine 
flooring. The front section is finished with late nineteenth-century woodwork. 
A Victorian mantel is fixed on the east wall, and a large sguare newel f?OSt 
anchors a turned baluster stair. A double wall thickness is clearly evident 
between the living room and dining room. 



8. Significance Survey No. D - 6 9 I 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ an:heology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
__ agriculture _economics _ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A _B .lL..C _D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Tubman house is an interesting example of a ell-shaped dwelling that 
dates from two distinct periods. The rear two-story service wing, finished with 
mid nineteenth-century moldings, was clearly erected first, while the front 
section was evidently added around 1890-1900. A double wall thickness between 
the dining room and living room suggest this construction history along with 
substantial differences in the style of woodwork between sections. 

A structure appears on this lot on the 1877 East New Market atlas map, 
it the configuration of the house does not follow a simple ell shape. Instead, 

1..-ne front section is off-set from the back. Evidently the old front half of the 
dwelling was replaced with the turn of the century side hall/parlor frame 
addition. The owner at that time of the atlas map was a Mrs. Hubbard. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. D - 6 9 1 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I 1 I I I I I I B w L-1 ...... I __..1-'-............ I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ_J ._I .............. _____ I ,__I ............... _..__.-....,........., 

E L..i.J I I .._I ~-------.......... 

Gl..i.J I I ._I------------
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 12/16/87 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone (301) 651-1094 

city or town Westover state MD 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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DORpHESTE:R CO. 

{!:ast xe;Harke1 Din./ 

EAST NIW KARXET ET.1SINESS 
REFERENCES. 

J. W. ANDREWS, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groceries, 
Caps, Boots~ Shoes, Hardware, Queensware, 

Tinware, Ready Ma.de Clothing:, Harne-:;s, 
:and all other articles u.si..rnlly kept in a 

country store. Residence ;:ttld Store, Ca.bin Creek, 
Md. 

K. B. FLETCHER. Proprietor of the " Cabin 
Creek 11 Flouring M!H. ~ierchant work 
done. \V'heat and Corn bought at Cabin 
Creek. 

B. F. SHER.MAN, Proprietor of "Lower 
Creek MiHs." Merchant and Custom 
Highest cash prices for \Vheat and Corn. 
stahle of East New ~1arket District. P. 
New Market. 

JAMES H. KELLY, Brick 
;,f1lL" wc,rk dcne 

WILLIAM R. HOOPER, Manufacturer of Boots 
and Shoes. ! keep a fine assortment on hand, and 
for sale at all times. All kinds of work done from 
finest Calf to" Plough Broi:ans." Orders solicited. 
Repairing neatly done. Shop, East :Sew Market. 

W. S. POTTER & SON., Proprietors of "Holly 
Grove Canning Jtactory." All kinds of Fruits 
canned, and kept on hand, and for sale at all times ; 
\V arranted as marked. 'Peaches a specialty. Resi~ 
dence and Canning Jtactory near East New Market, 
Dorchester County, '.ltd. 

H. W. HOUSTON, Dealer 
Che,rrlica:;', Olh,, Varnishes, 
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COUNTY: Dorchester 
' TOW'N: East New Market 

. ,, ., ... ... I LOC~TIO!\: Rai 1 road Avenue ., 
Route 14 

i East New Market 
t COMMO!-J ~AME: S1 HHatJS Haus If.. 
FU~CT'!.ONAL TYPE: dwe111ng1 res1<1en~:i.a1 

'1 ~ 
.; ! 

' 

'.."~'."'. :zL·:::'tZ!\c:::s: 
z~~e/Easting/Northing 

I l U ~ S.t, q ~- ~<~@.P. MAP: 
L , "~.,•·. , .. .. 

PRESENT FOR.."11\L NAME: - .... 

ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: 

PRESENT USE: 'k'l'4 CllPAIJ /l}l i; l ~ lGINAL USE: 
. ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 

OWNER: ru. ana ru.•. - PHYSleAL~coNDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
above ADDRESS: same as f;xcellent ( ) Good C><'.) 

~ ; r· , 
l . , ·1 r• . • Fa!r ( ) Poor: ( ) 

ACCESSIBILITY,,,'.1'0 P.UJ!..LIC.: ... ... : ·THEME: 
Yes (v) No ( ) Restricted ( ) I STYLE: 
LEVEL 01" SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT: 
Local 06 State ( ) National ( ) 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: . -···· i 

Structural System · ·, .. ~ . . 5-f"LlWOeJ/ vJ 
1. Foundation: Stone(. )Brick9{)ConcreteyQ oncrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure - A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( ) 

j 
B. Wooc Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( 
l'ovelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )AlurninumOQAsphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer( )St~ne Veneer~ ) 
bo11ding Pattern~ Other: 

~ 
.,..., . 4. Roof Struct:ure 

A. Truss: Wood ()(5 Iron( )'st.1.( )Concrete( ) 
B. Other: ·:. 

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle 90 Sheet Metal( 
Built Up( )Rolled( ) Tile ( )Other: 

l 6. Engineering Struct.t.tre: 
7. Other: ,. • ~1' . . .. . ~-

Appendages: .Porches'() To.;~·~s ( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( )Sheds( ) Ells ( ) 
Wings ( ) Other: · 

. 

) 

) 

) 

Roof Style: Gable~Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )JerkinL..,..id( 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( )NithBellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front ( ) 
Other: ~ J /,,, 

Number of Stories: o{ /~ 
--=-"-'------~ Number of Bays=-~-'°.-...---~~--- Entrance Location: 

------~--Approximate Dimensions: --------

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: ; LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
'To Threat( )Zoning( )Roads( ) ·1 Positive(x)Negative( ) 

1 

I 

,• Jevelopment( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 

~A-l_t_e_r_a_t_i_o_n~(X-)_O_t_h_e_r_=--~--~~----..-----~ii.-~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----1 



,...,_,"- "L~I~A!... A.KCHlTECTUKAL OR S'l'RUCT'.:!{.AL D:.SCRil'TlO~: 

•. . 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

,,,;; 
I : ~; 

... -.... :...•';._. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
........ __ . 

. . 
·' . ~" ........ : 

'.EFERENCES: 
. j. 

iAP: (Indicate No.rth In C:t.rt!i~') _,,. 
•' ,. 

.• 

,suRROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
.?.Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( ti Moderately Built Up(x )Densely Built Up( ) 
~iResidential( )Conunercial( ) 
ilAgricultural( )Industrial( ) 

I Rcadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

, . . 

RECORDED BY: 
East New Market Historic District Commissio 

ORGANIZATION: 
Summer, 1985 

DATE RECORDED: 
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Sara Rosaing 

PROPERTY OF MR. AND MRS. H~ARD SIMK>NS 

Gabled roof !l\ story. L-shaped structure oovered with aluminum siding. 
with asphalt tile. 3 baya wide, entrance in lat; 2 bays deep. 
to remainder of the building. l inaide chiomey at right sable. 
l atory addition with flat roof on the left (built around 1960). 

Door i• aaymmetrical 
There i• a square 

There is a veranda aupported by 4 turned coluats. Windows 1 over 1 with 
replaced aluminum shutters. There i• an oval bevelled glaaa light in top of door 
with a recessed panel underneath. Wide door surround. 

In the L there is a 2 atory bathroom and enclosed portion that appear• to 
have been a 1 story open porch. 

In the rear section windows 2 over 2 and 2 baya wide. In \ story at 
gable1 windowa are 4 over 4. Chinmey on the ridge. 3 baya wide left aide. 

Boxed com ices with return•. Hae architrave. ,.,. '" 

Brick foundation baa been covered with atucco in older aection and the 
addition ha• cement block baae. 

OUTBUILDINGS 

1. Thia building that waa once a Carriage Houae haa a front gabled. original 
wood ahingled roof. Vertical board conatruction with •winging doors. Ezpoaed 
rafter•. 

2. Adjacent building has gabled, asphalt tile roof with vertical board 
contruction. 

RESEARCH 

--- - - -
-----·-----~-- -~---- ----~--
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The Simmons House 

You '11 get more info on this one, but so far we know it 
was part of Josephine Dean's estate when she died in 1856. 
She had purchased the property in 1841, as a vacant lot, 
but '41 to '56 is a 15 year span. The tax reords s·:ould 
help. I said that wrong - when she purchased what is 

Mary L. Lawrence's house in 1841, th[ land with it included 
this lot. When she died, this houseras there, but not the 
one in between. 

This house waf'involved in so many court cases thas ~irk'e 
comment ••s , "~eally earned my money on this one!"He 1 s 
still working on it in order to really understand what was 
going on - I have found some faily records that I think will 
help - a case of two marriages and two families with irons 
in the fire, so to speak. We have to go through all the dirty 
linen in order to find out if the house was or was not 
s'tanding at these times, 



IW 

lN! • 19 

··~ 

~\ 
\\ 
II 
\\ 
\\ 
\\ 

\\ 
\I 
\\ 
\\ 

V I 
I 
I 
I 

1; 

~~ ---==::fi======t:;j= -.fl -·.:::=---

•, . 
.· 

) 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II ' 
IL_ I 

r~~-b~---\ 
II 

• II 
·~ . 

I=' AST '.\JEW MARKET QUACRA: 
- MARYLAND 

•20 55' 

D-691 
TUBMAN HOUSE 
EAST NEW MARKET QUADRANGLE 
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D-69 I 
HOWARD SIMMONS HOUSE 
East New Market, Dorchester Co., MD 
South elevation 
12/87 Paul Touart photographer 
~egative/MD Historical Trust 





D-691 
HOWARD SIMMONS HOUSE 
East New Market, Dorchesc:er Co., MD 
South eleva tion 
12/87 Paul Touarl photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 


