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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Weston Farm is one of the finest of the brick dwel-
lings in Dorchester County. In style it is late Georgian
or Federal. Its principal facade (east) looks over the
wide expanse of the Nanticoke River toward Wicomico County.
' The building is three bays long and two bays deep, with
l hyphens and wings built by the present owners.

In the center of the east facade is a shallow-project-
ing pedimented pavillion with a handsome entrance, having
a pedimented architrave. Like most of the Federal buildings
it lacks a belt course and the Flemish bond brickwork has
a uniformity not found on the other walls. Flanking the
pavillion are two windows with wide Jjack arches of gauged
brick and 9/9 sash. The second story windows have a shal-
lower jack arch and 6/6 sash. In the pediment is a lunette
window. The box cornice is devoid of any decoration except
modillions in the pediment. Two tall chimneys rise within
the gables at the apex of the roof.

All other windows have segmental arches, but the same
proportions as the facade. The west entrance, like the east,
has a fanlight, but lacks the architrave and the pavillion.
Due to its location on a knoll, it is able to have a base-
ment., There are also windows flanking the chimney at attic
level.

The interior floor plan consists of a stair hall in
the south east corner of the building, which opens into a
corridor on the west and another room on the north. Opening
onto the corridor in the south west corner of the house,
the living room or parlor originally included the corridor.
In each of the other corners of the building were small
rooms with diagonal fireplaces, however, the wall between
them was removed, creating one room with the two diagonal
fireplaces. Most of the original trim is intact, including
a finely reeded mantel and paneled dado. A mid-Georgian
style overmantel was installed on the northeast fireplace
during the renovation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Weston is architecturally very stylish and in a good
state of preservation. It has more pretention than Ham
brooks, which is its closest rival in the county. It would
appear, because of the detail of the woodwork, that it would
have been built around and probably by John Henry,
1ts owner at that time.

"Col. Charles Hutchins, gentleman, purchased the first
tract of over 1,000 acres from Ann Coppens, widow, in 1668.
Through the years he and his grandson, John Rider, added
additional acres to Weston.

Col. Hutchins, then a governor's councilman, died
in 1699, leaving Weston to John Rider. John Rider's great
grandson, John Henry, was born on Weston and died there.

He was Maryland's first U.S. Senator and its second
Governor."
Francis Royer

Addenda:

There seems to be some controversy about the owner of
the farm in the period of ¢.1800. More research should

be accompolished prior to nominating Weston to the
National Register.
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Maryland, A Guide to the 0ld Line State, Oxford University

Press, New York, 19471, p. 377.

Forman, H. Chandlee, Early Manor and Plantation Houses
of Maryland, 1934,
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