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The White Haven Methodist Church is a small frame country church built in 1846 to replace an earlier church in the small 
shipbuilding village of Church Creek. Its simple front-gabled form with a square bell tower/entrance on its front corner was typical 
of rural nineteenth-century churches. Besides the original stained glass windows, the addition of Victorian-era fish-scale shingles 
to the top half of the structure and tower are the only ornamental embellishments on the plain building. A large modern addition 
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churches in America, less than a mile away on Church Creek. 
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D-740 
White Haven United Methodist ·Church 
Church Creek 
1908 
Private 

The White Haven United Methodist congregation can trace its history in Church Creek 

back to the late eighteenth century when a village chapel was one of seven Methodist 

meetings registered in a Dorchester County land record in November 1794. The 

following June a deed was executed for the church lot between Thomas Kallander and the 

church trustees. The one-half acre parcel, part of a tract known as "White Haven," was 

conveyed to John Dorsey, William Geoghegan, Capewell Keene, John Fooks, Ezekial 

Vickars, Henry Ennalls, Levin Keene, Ezekial Johnson and Thomas Breerwood. The 

property description located the lot at the head of Church Creek along the main county 

road adjacent to a property owned by Captain Edward Wright. The Methodist Episcopal 

congregation of Church Creek has financed the construction of several buildings on this 

site, which is also distinguished by a centuries old tree known as the "Treaty Oak." The 

current church, dating to 1908 by the inscription in the marble cornerstone, was erected 

during the pastorship of Reverend Horace E. Truitt. 
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Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Church Creek Methodist Chapel 

other White Haven United Methodist Church 

2. Location 

street and number Taylor ' s Island Road 

city , town Church Creek 

county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owner 

name Trustees of White Haven United Methodist Church 

street and number P. 0. Box 46 

Inventory No. D-740 

not for publication 

vicinity 

telephone 

city, town Church Creek state MD zip code 21622 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber HD 8 folio 329 

city , town Cambridge tax map 51 tax parcel 214 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determ ined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_x_building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_ x _private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense _ x_religion 
__ domestic __ social 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacant/not in use 
__ other: 

tax ID number 9-199985 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

I 
Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description 

Condition 

....L excellent 
_good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. D-740 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The White Haven United Methodist Church, originally formed during the late eighteenth century as the 
Church Methodist Chapel, stands on the north side of Taylor's Island Road in the village of Church 
Creek, Dorchester County, Maryland. The single-story Gothic Revival church, built in 1908, has been 
preceded by several earlier buildings. Supported on a low brick foundation, the exterior is clad with 
vinyl siding and the steeply pitched gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The asymmetrical 
south (main) elevation includes a corner entrance and bell tower capped by a tall broach spire. The sides 
of the church are defined by Gothic arched windows. The interior was not seen. 

GENERAL D ESCRIPTION 

The White Haven United Methodist Church stands on the north side of Taylor's Island Road in the 
village of Church Creek, Dorchester County, Maryland. The single-story, gable-front, Gothic Revival 
is supported on a low brick foundation and the exterior is sheathed with vinyl siding. According to a 
marble datestone set in the southeast corner, the church was "rebuilt" in 1908 under the tenure of 
Reverend Horace E. Truitt. It is unclear at present whether this building survives with any materials 
from earlier structures that were erected in 1877 and 1895. 

The south (main) elevation is an asymmetrical fac;ade with an entrance and bell tower dominating the 
southwest corner. A double door entrance is topped by a pointed arch, colored glass transom. The 
tower is wrapped by an extension of the mid-level pent eave that stretches across the front of the 
church and ties into the roofline on the south side. Piercing the upper level of the tower are pointed 
arch louvered openings. The belfry is capped by a tall broach spire. The wall surface east of the tower 
is defined by a large pointed arch colored glass sanctuary window divided in three sections, all of which 
incorporate pointed arches. The upper surface of the gable end is enhanced with a Victorian sawn and 
spindle eave decoration. The edge of the roof has a slightly extended eave. 

The south side of the church is marked by four pointed arch lancet windows filled with colored glass. 
A small rectangular shaped window pierces the south face of the entrance tower. The extended eave of 
the roof has a sloped soffit. 

The west (rear) wall of the church features a five-sided shed roofed apse that is pierced on each side 
by colored glass windows. The rear face has a round arched window and narrower sides have small 
pointed arch windows. 

Attached to the northwest corner of the church is a gable roofed church hall of late twentieth century 
construction. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
x architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Construction dates 1908 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. D-740 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainmenU 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture x religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

ArchitecUBuilder 

____ Maryland Register ---<>x __ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion 
of the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY AND HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

The White Haven United Methodist congregation can trace its history in Church Creek back to the late 
eighteenth century when a village chapel was one of seven Methodist meetings that were operating in 
Dorchester County in 1794. 1 The following June a deed was executed for the church lot between the 
church trustees and Thomas Kallander. The one-half acre parcel, part of the tract known as "White 
Haven," was conveyed to John Dorsey, William Geoghegan, Capewell Keene, John Fooks, Ezekial 
Vickars, Henry Ennalls, Lev in Keene, Ezekial Johnson and Thomas Breerwood.2 The property 
description located the lot at the head of Church Creek along the main county road adjacent to a 
property owned by Captain Edward Wright. The Methodist Episcopal congregation of Church Creek 
has financed several buildings on this site, which is also distinguished by a centuries old tree known as 
the "Treaty Oak."3 The current church, dating to 1908 by the inscription on the marble cornerstone, was 
erected during the pastorship of Reverend Horace E. Truitt. 

1 Dorchester County Land Record, HD 8/65, 6 November 1794, Dorchester County Land Record; Be it Remembered that the 
following Instrument of writing was Recorded the sixth day of November Seventeen Hundred and ninety four (to wit) To 
the Honorable John Done Esquire and hi s Associates, We the Subscribers members of the Methodist Ep iscopal Church, Pray 
to have the following Houses in Dorchester County Recorded as places of Religious Worship ; No. I , Aireys Chapple, No. 2 
Bartholomew En nails Chappele, No. 3 Johnson 's Chapple, 4 . Todds Chapple, 5 Taylors Island Chapple, 6 Church Creek 
Chapple, 7. Beckwith Chapp le, (Signed Henry Ennalls, Char les H. Bryan) 
2 Dorchester County Land Record, HD 8/329, 1 June 1795, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
3 E. C. Hallman, The Carden of Me thodism, Peninsula Annual Conference, 1948, pp. 304 and 3 12. 
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Name White Haven United Methodist Church 
Continuation Sheet 

Number_§____ Page 1 

White Haven United Methodist Church 
Taylor's Island Road 
Church Creek, Dorchester County, Maryland 

Map 51, Parcel 214 

WJ 3/419 

6.29.1847 

HD 8/329 

5.23.1795 

Joseph Flint and wife, Philadelphia, Pa. 

to 

Trustees of Church Creek M. E. Church 

(Thomas C. Jones, Thomas Esgate, James Hammersly, John Jones (of 
Colonel), Solomon F. Kirwan, Anthony R. Wallace, John Wesley 
Travers) 

$1, 100 for a parsonage for Church Creek Circuit 

Thomas Kallender 

to 

Trustees of M . E. Church 

(John Dorsey, William Geoghean, Capewell Keene, John Fooks, 
Ezekial Yickars, Henry Ennalls, Levin Keene, Ezekiah Johnson, 
Thomas Breerwood) 

A tract of land called White Haven Yi acre 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Dorchester County Land Records, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse. 

E. C . Hallman , The Garden of Methodism, Peninsula Annual Conference, 1948. 

10. Geographical Data 

15,246 square feet 
Y, acre 

Inventory No. D-740 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name Church Creek Quadrangle Quadrangle scale: ~I :~2_4~0~0~0 ____ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart Arch itectural Historian 

Chesapeake Country Heritage & Preservation date 10.16.2012 

Cedar Hill, P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights . 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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