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Architectural Description: 

The residence at 4414 Bucktown Road (D-742) faces east. It is located on the west side of Bucktown Road, north of Decoursey 
Bridge Road. The building was constructed in 1910. It is a Folk Victorian-style farmhouse. A character-defining feature is the 
steeply pitched cross gable superimposed onto the traditional I-house form. A two-story, two-room-deep ell projects off of the west 
elevation. The building is two stories by three bays wide by one room deep, with an enclosed, shed-roof porch projecting from the 
west elevation. The facade is a symmetrical arrangement, with the main entrance and cross gable centrally located. The porch 
balustrade reaches the double-door entrance. The doors are trimmed in decorative jigsaw-cut woodwork and sidelights flank the 
entrance. A full-width, first-story porch supports the projecting cross gable. Square, wood posts support the porch. A balustrade is 
featured on the porch and the sides of the entry stair. 

Clapboard sides the building. Replacement windows have been installed. They consist of one-over-one, double-hung sash 
configurations. Wood lintels and sills accent the fenestration and shutters flank the windows. 

A projecting center bay is located on the second story. It is topped by a pedimented, gabled dormer, which is pierced by round-

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: _ A _ B _ C _ D Considerations: _ A _ B _ C _ D _ E _ F _ G 

MHT Comments: 

RevieAvej^ Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, National Register Program I Date 



NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

D-742 Residence at 4414 Bucktown Road 

Page 2 

^^arched window with a four-over-four sash configuration. The face of the cross gable is clad in variegated wood shingles in a 
diamond-and-rectangular pattern. The windows on the side elevations are not centrally located, but offset to the west side. Side 
entrances are located on the north and south elevations of the ell. An enclosed, one-story-by-one-bay-wide, shed-roof porch is 
attached to the southwest elevation projecting ell. The northwest portion of the projecting ell contains a single-story, two-room-
deep addition that is topped with a gable roof. 

The primary roof and porch roofs are clad in corrugated metal. An interior, brick chimney stack punctuates the ridge at the south 
gable end. Brick corbelling caps the top of the chimney stack. 

Flowers and ornamental shrubs surround the residence. Agricultural land surrounds the property parcel. Several, tall, mature, 
deciduous trees shade the front lawn. A horse carriage apparatus (wheels and shaft) is located in the front lawn as well. Frame, 
gable-end outbuildings are located north and southwest of the residence. A modern pole barn and a modern, one-bay-wide, 
gambrel-roof barn are located northwest and north of the residence, respectively. In addition, an above-ground swimming pool is 
located adjacent to the northwest elevation. 

The interior of the private residence was not viewed as part of this survey. 

Significance 

General Project Area Description 

Bucktown, Maryland, is located in Dorchester County, approximately ten miles south of Cambridge. Bucktown is primarily an 
agricultural area that is adjacent to the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge. The terrain is relatively flat with the large majority of 
land used for agricultural purposes. The project area directly abuts the Little Blackwater River on the west, and much of the terrain 
is marshland in this area. The project area has a low level of elevation, approximately 5 feet above sea level at the area where the 
proposed tower will be built. 

Primary crops grown in Bucktown include corn and soybeans. Large industrial poultry houses of recent dates of construction are 
also present on several farms. Portions of the project area adjacent to the Blackwater Wildlife Refuge have a substantial tree 
canopy flanking the roadways. 

History of Bucktown 

Bucktown was formed from the land holdings of Bartholomew Ennalls. A native of York County, Virginia, Ennalls owned 
thousands of acres of land in southern Maryland in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. Virtually no scholarly 
information exists on the establishment or development of Bucktown. It is largely ignored in scholarly histories of Dorchester 
County, and few primary or secondary resources relating to the town are available. A detailed review of maps of Dorchester 
County indicates that the name Bucktown first appears on maps in the late eighteenth century. 

It is described as "five miles from a railroad station. A fertile farming country surrounds it. . . . about forty people in ten or twelve 
dwellings measure the size of the quiet town where the ring of the hammer on the blacksmith's anvil is no more heard. No town 
growth." 

Tobacco was the primary crop cultivated in the area. It was exported to England for sale, and provided a certain degree of wealth 
to many of the tobacco plantation owners. After the onset of the Revolutionary War, when trade with England was suspended, 
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f* corn, wheat, and rye plantings replaced tobacco as the most prominent agricultural crops. Livestock were also raised in larger 
numbers. The crops and animals were used for both home consumption and to supply the army. These crops remained the primary 
products planted until after the Civil War. After that time, grain crops became less common. 

Bucktown is perhaps best known for its association with Harriet Tubman, a slave who was a critical figure in the Underground 
Railroad. Because Tubman was born into slavery, very little precise information about her early life is available. Consequently, 
much misinformation about Tubman has been disseminated throughout time. Reliable sources indicate that she was born circa 
1820, possibly in or near Bucktown. 

She spent her earliest years at the Brodess plantation, which was located just outside of Bucktown. Later, she moved with her 
owner to other locations within a ten-mile radius of Bucktown. Local tradition states that Tubman may have received a severe head 
wound that afflicted her for the rest of her life at the Bucktown Store. However, the present Bucktown store was not constructed 
until 1920, according to Dorchester County tax records, so the extant store could not have been the site of the encounter. Her 
family worshipped at Bazel's Chapel. The original building associated with Tubman's family burned and the present chapel was 
constructed circa 1876. 

Tubman gained her freedom in 1849, when she escaped to Philadelphia. She eventually settled in Auburn, New York, where she 
established a home for elderly former slaves. Three buildings in Auburn with associations to Tubman have been designated 
National Historic Landmarks by the Secretary of the Interior. These include her own residence, the Harriet Tubman House, and the 
Harriet Tubman Home for the Aged. The church where she worshiped in Auburn, Thompson AME Zion Church is also designated. 

Built Resources within Bucktown 

Relatively few built resources are present within the Bucktown vicinity. This is due to the prevalence of large swaths of agricultural 
land in cultivation. The majority of buildings in Bucktown are residences. Almost all of the buildings more than 50 years of age 
are farmhouses from the late nineteenth or early twentieth centuries. Most of the residences retain their basic forms, which include 

C
l-houses and smaller cottages. Many of the residences have side or rear additions. Most have been re-sided in either aluminum 
siding or asbestos shingles. Replacement windows and enclosed porches are other common alterations. The conditions of the 
residences range from excellent to poor, with several near collapse. 

Few historic agricultural buildings associated with the farmhouses remain (although several of the properties were inaccessible and 
only farmhouses were visible from the right-of-way). New agricultural buildings consist primarily of large-scale poultry houses 
sheathed in metal. 

An abundance of houses dating from the late 1950s through the present are found in Bucktown. Most are modest, single-story 
houses with minimal architectural detail. These newer houses are located on small plots of land in linear patterns, unlike the houses 
of earlier eras, which were located on large plots of farmland. 

Several modest frame chapels are located in the vicinity of Bucktown. They are associated with African-American congregations in 
the area. 

The Bucktown Store is the sole resource associated with commerce in the area. As with other general stores in small towns, it 
likely served the town with basic supplies. However, Bucktown's proximity to Cambridge allowed for a reasonable commute into 
the larger city for commercial goods. 
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The historic and cultural landscape within Bucktown conveys the historic agricultural use of the land. Although historic crops in 
Jorchester County included tobacco and grains and not the currently omnipresent soybeans, the land has remained cleared and used 
for agricultural purposes. Other components of the landscape are used as part of the Blackwater Wildlife Refuge and appear to be 
in their pristine natural condition. Substantial sections of the region, most notably in the area surrounding the wildlife refuge, are 
covered with thick stands of tall trees. 

Determination of Eligibility 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, 
and: 

A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

B. that are associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; or 

C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or 
that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction; or 

D. that have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory. 

Vernacular farmhouses continued to be built in Bucktown and Dorchester County into the first quarter of the twentieth century. I-
houses were commonly constructed in the early years of the twentieth century. Many have steeply pitched cross gables 
superimposed onto the traditional I-house form (Weeks 1984:183-189). Farmhouses of this form are common throughout 
Maryland. Another prevalent form is a two-story folk Victorian form with a projecting bay window extending from the facade. 
This form is commonly seen throughout the Chesapeake Bay area, most notably in Talbot and Somerset Counties. 

The residence at 4414 Bucktown Road is a typical example of a vernacular I-house in Bucktown. The full-width porch and bay 
window on the residence are commonly seen on vernacular examples of Folk Victorian-era architecture on the Eastern Shore. 
However, the present porch appears to be recently constructed. Its dimensions and roof pitch do not match other examples in the 
region, and the balustrade is new. The building's integrity has also been compromised by the installation of incompatible 
replacement windows and other modern alterations. The siding, which is grained to look like original wood, also lends an artificial 
appeal to the building. The shed-roof porch on the west elevation has been enclosed and modified and an addition on the northwest 
elevation has altered the design of the residence. The corrugated metal roof is also newly installed, and likely replaces a shingle 
roof of some type. Therefore, the original appearance and design of the residence has been compromised. The outbuildings, which 
are either altered or attempt to replicate historic buildings, further diminish the integrity of the parcel. While this property is among 
the best maintained within the Bucktown vicinity, the overall effect of this property is contrived. The property no longer conveys 
its historic function as a farmhouse, and has suffered a loss of integrity of materials, design, workmanship, association, and feeling. 

The residence at 4414 Bucktown Road is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. It is not associated with 
significant events that contributed to the history of Marion and is not eligible under Criterion A. No significant people appear to be 
associated with the property; therefore the property is not eligible under Criterion B. The house is a typical example of a vernacular 
residence constructed in the early twentieth century, and changes to the property contribute to an overall loss of integrity. It is not 
eligible under Criterion C. The property was not evaluated under Criterion D. 
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D-742 
Poplar Farm 
Bucktown vicinity 
c. 1880 
Private 

The Victorian house that defines the Poplar farm in the Bucktown Election District is a 

late nineteenth century dwelling that repeats the two-story center hall/single-pile plan 

favored by many Eastern Shore residents in rural or town settings. The projecting second 

floor bay with a large gable roofed dormer adds a distinctive difference to this house 

when compared to the hundreds of similar dwellings built across the region during the 

last decades of the nineteenth century. 

The property known as Poplar farm on Bucktown Road was purchased by 

Thomas Merritt Meredith in July 1880, the year before he died. In fact, the will he wrote 

in February 1879 bequeaths the property, part of "Presbury Composition," to his 

daughter Elizabeth Thomas Meredith, before the land transfer from trustee James 

Wallace was recorded. The second item in Thomas Meredith's will stated: 

I give and devise into my dear and well beloved daughter Elizabeth Thomas 
Meredith, all that farm or tract of land usually called and known as "Labrook, " 
also known as the Poplar Farm situated near Bucktown 

Evident from the architectural features of the extant house, it was likely 

constructed around the time of Elizabeth Meredith's inheritance. Elizabeth Meredith 

Collins died in 1936, and the farm passed to her children and grandchildren, and it 

remained in family hands until 1999, and then was repurchased by a great grandson, 

James Wesley Meredith II and his wife Karistyn Brooke Meredith in 2010. 
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Inventory No. D-742 

not for publication 
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name James Wesley Meredith II and Karistyn Brooke Meredith 

street and number 4414 Bucktown Road telephone 443-521-4859 

city, town Cambridge state MD zip code 21613 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber 

city, town Cambridge tax map 63 tax parcel 45 
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Condition 

X _excellent 
_good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. D-742 

Prepare both. a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The Poplar farmhouse, also known as the Meredith-Collins house, is located at 4414 Bucktown Road in 
the Bucktown Election District of Dorchester County, Maryland. Located approximately a mile north 
of the Bucktown crossroads, the farmhouse is situated on 2 acres of what was once a several hundred 
acre property The two-and-a-half story, three-bay, center hall/single-pile plan rrame house, built 
around 1880, faces east with the gable roof oriented on a north/south axis. Supported on an infilled 
brick pier foundation, the exterior is sheathed with vinyl siding, and the gable roofs are covered with 
corrugated metal. Attached to the back of the main block is a two-story, two-room plan service wing. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The Poplar farmhouse is a two-and-a-half story, three-bay center hall/single-pile plan frame dwelling 
located at 4414 Bucktown Road in the Bucktown Election District of Dorchester County, Maryland. 
Once part of a larger acreage the late nineteenth century dwelling is sited on two-acres with mature 
trees. Facing east, the principal gable roof is oriented on a north/south axis. 

Built around 1880, the two-and-a-half story, three-bay east (main) elevation is a symmetrical fac;:ade 
with a center double door entrance and flanking replacement windows with multi-pane sash. The 
entrance is distinguished by arched double doors, and the doors are rramed by three-light sidelights and 
a four-light transom. The surface below the sidelights are paneled and enriched with an ogee profile 
molding. Sheltering the first floor is a hip roofed porch featuring chamfered corner posts and simple 
decorative brackets. The second floor of the east fac;:ade is defined by a projecting center bay that 
supports a large gable roofed dormer. The projecting bay is pierced by a replacement window, whereas 
the gabled dormer retains its original round arched two-over-two sash window. The attic window is 
framed by a field of fishscale shingles. 

The south gable end of the front block is defined by off-center replacement windows to the west that 
light the first and second floor rooms. The edge of the roof is finished with an extended eave with 
returns. Piercing the roofline is a corbelled cap brick stove chimney. The north gable end is similarly 
finished with an interior end brick stack rising through the gable end. 

The west (rear) elevation is largely covered by the two-story, two-bay service wing that has been 
extended on its north side by a two-story modern addition. A single story shed roofed section extends 
from the west gable end. The south side retains a side entrance fitted with a Victorian door. Rising 
through the center of the service wing is an corbelled cap brick stove chimney identical to those in the 
main block. 



8. Significance 

Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 
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_ archeology 
x architecture 

art 
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_ community planning 
conservation 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. D-

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertain menu 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

____ Maryland Register -----""'x __ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria , followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNfFICANCE SUMMARY 

The Victorian house that defines the Poplar Farm in the Bucktown Election District is a late nineteenth 
century dwelling that repeats the two-story center hall/single-pile plan favored by many Eastern Shore 
residents in rural or town settings. The projecting second floor bay with the large gabled dormer adds a 
distinctive difference to this house when compared to the hundreds of similar houses built across the 
region during the last decades of the nineteenth century. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

The property known as the Poplar farm on Bucktown Road was purchased by Thomas Merritt Meredith 
in July 1880, the year before he died. 1 In fact, the will he wrote in February 1879 bequeaths the 
property, part of "Presbury Composition," to his daughter, Elizabeth Thomas Meredith, before the land 
transfer from trustee, James Wallace was recorded. 2 The second item in his will stated: 

I give and devise unto my dear and well beloved daughter Elizabeth Thomas Meredith, all that farm or 
tract of land usually called and known as "Labrook, "also known as the Poplar Farm situated near 
Bucktown 

Evident from the architectural features of the extant house, it was likely constructed around the time of 
Elizabeth Meredith 's inheritance. Elizabeth Thomas Collins died in 1936, and the farm passed to her 
children and grandchildren, and remained in family hands until 1999. 3 

1 Dorchester County Land Record, CL 3/246, 20 July 1880, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
2 Dorchester County Probate Record, EWL 2/350, Written 19 February 1879; proved 17 May 1881 , Dorchester County 
Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
3 Dorchester County Land Record, 407/473, 28 July 1999, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland . 
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Continuation Sheet 

Number__§__ Page 1 

Poplar Farm 
4414 Bucktown Road 
Bucktown vicinity, Dorchester County, Maryland 

Map 63 , Parcel 45 

DLP 970/1 11 

3.16.2010 

407/473 

7.28.1999 

PLC 250/263 -69 

5.27.1988 

Douglas J. Wooten and Roberta L. Wooten 

to 

James Wesley Mered ith II and Karistyn Brooke Meredith 

"Poplar Farm Lot 1 2 acres 

Subdivision of lands of Thomas L. Collins, et al. 3.14.1988 
Plat 42/41 

James W. Meredith and Susan E. Meredith 

to 

Douglas J. Wooten and Roberta L. Wooten 

David T. Harr ison, Pamela 0. Harrison, Trustees of Harrison Family 
Trust 

to 

James W. Meredith and Susan E. Meredith 
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Continuation Sheet 
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PLC 196/499 

9.2.1976 

Dorchester County 
Will Book 
2/350 

Written 
2.19.1879 
Proved 
5.17.1881 

CL 3/246 

7.20.1880 

Thomas L. Collins, Personal Representative of the Estate of 
Anna G. Collins (died on or about 1.25.1976, DKL 8/297) 

to 

James T. Collins, Thomas L. Collins, David T. Harrison, E. Meredith 
Nichols, and Sarah Collins Harrison Rhea 

(Whereas upon the death of Elizabeth Thomas Collins on or about 
5.27.1936, the fee simple remainder interest vested unto children and 
grandchildren) 

Last Will and Testament of Thomas Merritt Meredith 

to , daughter 

Elizabeth Thomas Meredith 

Item 2: I give and devise unto my dear and well beloved daughter 
Elizabeth Thomas Meredith, all that farm or tract of land usually called 
and known as "Labrook,'' also known as the Poplar Farm situated near 
Bucktown ... which I recently purchased of James Wallace trustee, for 
the sale of the real estate of the heirs of Rigby Valiant. .. 

James Wallace, trustee 

to 

Thomas M. Meredith 

$3,500 William T. Valliant and others, complainants, Edward 
Stevens as defendant. .. appointed to sell lands of which Nancy Valliant and 
Louisa Mowbray, formerly Stevens, died seized ... "Presbury Composition" all 
the farm known as Poplar Farm 
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