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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

D Di 1tri ct IRl Bui !ding D Public 

D Sit• 0 Structure ~ Private 

D Object D Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Proce11 

0 Being Considered 

STATUS 
. 

~ Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 Pre1ervotion work 
in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

D Restricted 

D Unrestricted 

~ No 
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IE Agricultural 0 
0 Commercial . 0 
D Educational 0 
D Entertainment D 

vWNER'S NAME: 

.Oaklev Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 
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Industrial 
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Pork 

Pri vote Residence 

Religious 

Scientific 

STATE: 

0 Trans portoti on 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 Comments 
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Dorchester r.ountv Courthouse 
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CONDITION 

(Checlr One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins ig Goad 0 E-xcellent 0 Fair 0 ·Unexpased 
~~~~~~(Ch~e-clr~O~n~~~~~~~~-r--~~~~~(~C7he-c~lr70n~e~~~.:.._~~~-

~ Altered O Uncltered O Moved !jl Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ ~D ORIGINAL (If lmowr1) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

On the other side of the river across from the Staple­
ford house is the Ha~lie SE~ard House. It stands on the 
east bank of the Little Black Water River. This house con­
sists of three parts. The oldest part appears to be the 
central portion of the house. It is a one and one-half story, 
two bay long, frame structure. Next to it is another two 
bay long, one story addition. A brick chimney pierces the 
roof of the addition. The addition is built on brick piers, 
as is the central portion. It has 4/4 sash, whereas the 
central portion has 6/6 sash on the first story and 2/2 sash 
in the dormer windows on each side of the steeply pitched 
''A'' roof. 

On the north side of the later structure is a two bay 
deep, two story frame structure also built on brick piers. 
The unusual feature about this building is that it retains 
its original exterior chimney. The two rooms on the first 
story have fireplaces and are approximately centered in the 
room. In order to facilitate the collecting the flues to 
use less bricks in the chimneys there is an arch between the 
two fireplaces on the first story and then the outside edges 
of the fireplaces step back until they fo1m a single chimney 
stack. There are no fireplaces on the second story. It 
should be noted that·this chimney is very similar to Monsieur'i 
Folly near Castle Haven. The difference being that Monsieur's 
Folly has two fireplaces on the first and second floor and 
the arch on the latter appears above the second story fire­
places. 

In the yard from the, house stands a small squarish milk 
house, or ice house which has an ''A'' roof, red weatherboard­
ing, a pinned frame, and a very tall foundation that contin­
ues down into the ground, where originally they stored milk 
and perishables. The little building has a garrett which 
is accessible from the outside. There are louvered open­
ings on each side, as well as above the small door to the 
garrett. When you open the door to the body of the house 
it stands about four feet above the ground and from there 
is a ladder which extends down into the storage area. The 
interior is plastered. 
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PEAIOO (Checil< One or More•• Appioprlete) 

0 Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 1SthCentury 0 17thCentury 

SPECIFIC OATE(SI (lt Appllceble •ndKnow11) 

AAEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checll< One or More •• APPIOIJrf•t•) 

Abor iginol 0 Educatim1 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

IE Architecture 0 landscape 

0 Att Architecture 

0 c ........ rce 0 literature 

0 c-munications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

~ 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Politiccil 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human-

itorian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

This house is important primarily because of its un­
usual brick chimney. It is not unlike other houses in 
Dorchester which grew in stages, creating the well-known 
telescopic form of house. 

The property is associated with the Eccleston and 
Seward families, and according to the Laskowski Papers 
had a brilliant life when owned by the Ecclestons. 
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Laskowski Papers, 1955, p. 110 
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LA Tl TUDE AND LONGI TUOE COOROINA TES 
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0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFININIO A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 
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GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 • • 0 • • 0 • 

NE 0 • • 0 • • 

SE 0 • • 0 • • 
!I • • 0 • • 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 
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District 13, p. 71, p. 8 
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NAME ANO Tl TL E: 

Michael Bourne Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Shaw House- 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

• 0 • • 

DATE 

...,,.JL-..EJ'·an',g• ,1;~ ~~1u~~1n~Ld!.l.-____ -!.2~·-~·~Ln1.L.J._.....J._~ 
12"" ~ .... !.....-------------'-~ 
._,,State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 
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