
D-839 
Burton-Berry House 
Golden Hill vicinity 
1914 

The Burton-Berry house is a well-preserved example of the American four-square house type that 

was popularly built across the country during the early twentieth century. Designed and crafted on a 

higher level than many four-square style dwellings, the house is also unusual for its documented date 

of construction in 1914. The exterior has experienced few changes since it was built. 

For the past one-hundred years, the Golden Hill vicinity house has been owned by members 

of the Burton and Berry families. Comprising part of a tract called "Smith's Advantage," the 

property was held by Levi R. Burton and John Sullivan Burton, beginning in 1908. Ira L. Berry and 

Leona Berry of the City of Baltimore purchased this property and other parcels during the early 

1940s. Berry family ownership of the house was maintained until 2003. 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

other Burton-Berry House 

2. Location 
street and number 3626 Smithville Road not for publication 

city, town Golden Hill x vicinity 

county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Percy A. Ransome III and Marie A. Ransome 

street and number 5118 Church Road telephone 

city, town Mount Laurel, Maryland zip code 08054 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber 700 folio 177 

city. town Cambridge tax map 77 tax parcel 89 tax ID number 04-063279 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HASS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: ___________ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_x_building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
_public 
_ x_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense __ religion 
_x _domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacant/not in use 
__ other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

1 

1 

Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
1L_ good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

, 
I I 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The Burton-Berry house is a two-and-a-half story, two-bay by two-bay four-square frame house that 
stands at 3626 Smithville Road in the vicinity of Golden Hill in Dorchester County, Maryland. Built in 
1914, the frame dwelling is supported on a rusticated concrete block foundation, and the exterior is clad 
with plain weatherboards. A steeply pitched hip roof with projecting gables is sheathed with 
asphalt shingles. Attached to the back of the main block is a story-and-a-half kitchen wing. The house 
faces northeast. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The Burton-Berry house is a two-and-a-half story, two-bay by two-bay four-square frame dwelling located 
north of Golden Hill in the Taylor' s Island Election District. The house is located at 362 6 Smithville Road, 
and it faces northeast. Dated by a marble date stone inscribed "Built AD. 1914" the four-square style frame 
house is supported by a rusticated concrete block foundation, anct'the exterior is clad with plain weatherboa 
siding. A steeply pitched hip roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 

The northeast (main) fa9ade is a two-bay fa9ade with a single-story Tuscan columned front porch sheltered the 
first story. A side entrance is fitted with a partially glazed door, and a wide single-pane sash window pierces 
the wall surface south of the doorway. The door and window openings are framed by plain surrounds. The 
Tuscan columned porch has a low pitched gable distinguishing the entrance bay. The marble datestone is 
fixed in the southeast comer of the rusticated block foundation . The second story is defined by a tripartite 
window above the first floor opening, and a single-pane center sash window is flanked by narrow single-pane 
sidelight windows. Centered on the roof is a large cross gable pierced by rectangular window fitted with a 
diamond shaped center pane. Piercing the narrow ridge of the hip roof is a single-flue brick stove 
chimney. The edge of the roof is finished with a boxed cornice and a wide soffit. 

The southeast side elevation is an asymmetrical elevation with a projecting single-bay pavilion extending 
forward of the main block. The single-story Tuscan columned porch wraps around to the south side to 
access a side entrance located in the projecting pavilion. The southeast face of the projecting pavilion is 
defined by paired single-pane sash windows on each floor, and the gable end is enclosed as a pediment and 
pierced by a rectangular window featuring a center diamond pane light. 

The northwest side elevation is similar with a projecting pavilion capped by a gable-front enclosed pediment. 
Paired single-pane sash windows light the first and second stories, and the gable end is pierced by an 
identical window with a center diamond pane. The main block is supported by rusticated concrete block 
piers. 

The southwest (rear) wall is largely covered by a story-and-a-half kitchen wing that is extended on each 
side by shed roofed sections; to the southeast is a small porch and enclosed pantry. The porch roof is 
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supported by a Tuscan column. A partially glazed door opens into the kitchen. A gable-roofed dormer 
with an enclosed pediment is fitted with single-pane sash windows, and it lights the attic. The shed roofed 
section on the north side is enclosed. Single-pane sash windows light the kitchen, and an interior end brick 
stove chimney pierces the roofline. 

The interior was not seen. 
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Burton-Berry House 
3626 Smithville Road 
Golden Hill vicinity, Dorchester County, Maryland 

Map 77, Parcel 89 

MLB 700/177 Smithville Road, LLC 

to 

12.22.2005 Percy A. Ransome III and Marie A. Ransome 

Plat Recorded 51/191 2.50 acres 
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MLB 546/298 Ira L. Berry, et al , (Mary V. Berry, Sharon Anne Mc Vey, etc.) 

8.1.2003 

477/251 

3.14.2002 

to 

Smithville Road, LLC 

$114,000 

Ira L. Berry 

to 

Ira L. Berry, Mary F. Berry, Sharon Ann Mc Vey, John Walter Berry, 
Michael Ira Berry, David Leroy Berry 
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PLC 221 /55 

11.4.1981 

RSM 47/513 

M . Leona Berry 

to 

Leona C. F. Keene 
Ira L. Berry 

John Sullivan Burton 
Sina Gertrude Burton 

to 
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7.30.1943 Ira E. Berry, M. Leona Berry, City of Baltimore 

JFD 31/50 LeRoy L. Wallace, Assignee 

to 

4.16.1934 John Sullivan Burton 
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JFD 26/509 

11.15.1930 

CL 33/703 

2.28.1908 

Benjamin W. Burton and others 

to 

John Sullivan Burton 

All that farm where the said Levi R. Burton and John Sullivan Burton 
resided in the year 1908, "Smith's Advantage," all the land of said tract 
lying to the west of the County road and a small field lying to the east 
of said County road 

Dr. Benjamin L. Smith 

to 

Levi R. Burton and John Sullivan Burton 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 

x architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Construction dates 1914 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. D-839 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 

entertainment/ 
recreation 

_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine 
_industry 

_ performing arts 
_ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 

_ landscape architecture x religion 
law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

____ Maryland Register ----"'x __ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

The Burton-Berry house is a well-preserved example of the American four-square frame house type that was 
popularly built across the country during the early twentieth century. Designed and crafted on a higher level 
that many four-square dwellings, the house is also unusual for its documented date of construction in 1914. 
The exterior has experienced few alterations since it was erected. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

For the past one-hundred years, this Golden Hill vicinity farmhouse has been owned by members of the Burton 
and Berry families. Comprising part of a tract called "Smith's Advantage," the property was owned by Levi 
R. Burton and John Sullivan Burton beginning in 1908.1 Ira L. Berry and Leona Berry of the City of Baltimore 
purchased this property and other parcels during the early 1940s.2 Berry family ownership of the house was 
maintained until 2003. 3 

1 Dorchester County Land Record, CL 33/703, 28 February 1908, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
2 Dorchester County Land Record, RSM 47/513, 30 July 1943, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
3 Dorchester Count yLand Record, MLB 546/298, 1August2003, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. D-839 

Dorchester County Land Records, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge. 

John L Graham, ed. The 1877 Atlases and Other Farly Maps of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, Wicomico Bicentennial 
Committee, 1976. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

2.50 acres 
50 +/-acres 

, Golden Hill, MD Quadrangle 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale: -=-1:=2-"4'"""0"""'00=------

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

,:-!J•~ .. ' 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

Private Consultant date 10.8.2013 

P. 0 . Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville , MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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D-839, Burton-Berry House, southeast elevation, Golden Hill vicinity, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013 
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D-839, Burton-Berry House, northeast elevation, Golden Hill vicinity, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013 
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D-839, Burton-Berry House, southeast elevation, Golden Hill, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013 
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D-839, Burton-Berry House, marble datestone, southeast comer of rusticated 
block porch foundation, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013 

Inventory No. D-839 



r ~ e c:-:-;.._._,;......;.....-..-.(~..;....,.pc:.,~::--

f C':_ 

t • •• 
~ 
'l • 

. ~ 
::;I 

' 

3s022·3~ ~·~-!t'.::~c:~:==~~~n~~~~::;::=:c::==:z:=r::=====~=LL~3C...:~j_~-~ 
76•15, 391 392 1 020 000 FEET 393 12'30'' 

Produced by the United States Geological Survey 
Control by USGS and NOS/NOAA * t.111 .... .J .l 
























