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Meredith House 
LaGrange 
Cambridge, Maryland 

/ 

kqse.men 

PLC 114/366 

This large Georgian house was built in the 1760's by John 

Woolford on part of two tracts of land originally known as Ricarton 

and Woolford's Regulation. In the nineteenth century this property 

was one of several large farms east of the city ofCambridge and 

fronting on the Choptank River. Rose Hill stood on the west of this 

property, while Shoal Creek bordered on the east. The house remained 

in the Woolford family until 1846, when the property was sold to 

Elizabeth R. Muse. She sold the farm in 1860. Since that date the 

land has changed hands several times. In 1956, the Dorchester County 

Historical Society purchased thehouse and now uses it as its headquarters 

and museum. The building retains much of its original eighteenth 

c~ntury appearance, although a wing has been added to the house on the 

southeast side. This is one of the few eighteenth century houses 

still remaining in the city of Cambridge. 

Sources: 

Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 

Land Records. 

Research by: 

Terrance P. Walbert 

1976. 
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DESCRiBE THE PRESENT AND Qf{IGi~~AL (IF KNO\'\NJ PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

T"ne !-leredith Bouse or LaGrc.nge j s located at 904 LaGrei:ge h\.'E:nue, appro>:i;r:atel)· 125 :·.:-"rds 
south of the bank of the Choptanl~ Ri\.'er, Cc.:nbricge, Dorchester Count)•, 1'1ar)'l2nd. Built 
circa 1760 the house is one of the f ev: re=-:aining Georgian houses in Cambridge. TnrE:e 1:.2;.·E 
~ide and two ceep it ~easures 2~ stories in height. Additions, notably sunporches end a 
frame wing, vere added during the late nineteenth century. 

Tne ~alls of the ~ain block are laid in flcTish hond. The house sits on a water tabJe, 
the first course of which is accentuated by brick laid in all header bond. A thin belt 
course, two bricks thick, separates the first c.nd second floors on the front (south) and 
rear (north) facades. A siGPle car\.'ed bracket cornice \o."5.th returns crowllS both these fac; 

• 
The bracket cornice, extending past the plane of the side facade, also extends on the sic 
of the building along the roof line. A thin belt course is also located on the east end 
west facades, stretching over each lintel from one cornice return to the other. 

Upper and lo~er windows are aligned within the walls. Although there are now 6-over-6, 
double-hung sash ~indows in each window on the front and rear facades, the interrupted 
bricb.:>ork and thickness of surrounds and mullion and rruntins suggest these are repJace::ccen 
of the twentieth century. Similar cnanges have occurred to tne second storey and attic 
v:indov.'S on both sides of the house. Tne ped-i::-:ented lintels v.·}-,ich a.ppear on the first 
floor, front facade window and doors, and on all windows on the east and vest faca2es, 
appear also to be twentieth century additions. These Gay have been used to cover holes 
punched into the brickwork when two large porches were added to the front and rear facad< 
during the late nineteenth century. . 

Entrances to the main block are located in the second bay on both front and rear facades 
Original doors and surrounds for both E:ntrances have been rewoved. On the front, the 
four-panel door is flanked by sidelights and covered v.~th a three-pane transom. Each 
sidelight consists of a 2-over-2 double hung sash window over a single pa.neled base. 
Paneled reveals encircle the doon•ay, which is set back from the plane of the sidelights 
A Dodern store door has been placed over the tra~som and door. T~o modern brick ste?s, 
flanked by cast-iron handrails, lead to the door-..a)•. On the rear facade, the interr-up:e 
brickv.'ork indicates that sideligr1ts like those seen on the front .... ere r2::.01.'ed. Tne 
entrance door is now a multi-lighted twentieth century door, capped by a three-light tra 
som. It too has a modE:rn storm door, and is reached by two modern brick steps without 
r.andrail. 

The gable roof is covered v.'ith dark asbestos shingles. Tnree Gassive brick chirr·'1e:_..·s ;..·it 
corbeled caps are placed at the northeast, northwest and southeast corners of the 
structure. All chimne:_..·s have coL . .;non bond brickwork. Tneir overall _crispness, brick te>:i 
and uniformity, tooling of joint and shape suggest they are alterations carried out dur: 
the l2te nineteenth century. Two pedimented dora.ers, aligned roughly over the first anc 
third ba)•s, are located on both the north and south facades. Each 6-ov2r-6, double-nu.71; 
sash -.·indo"'' is flanked D)' simple Doric pilasters anc capp-ed by a cornice and rerur:-is. 
The sides of each ao:mer are sheathed in modern clapboard. 

See Continuation Sheet 1. 
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Tt.~ ~asement of the house h2s been greatly altered. Access is gained by a ~inding 
stair (t~entieth century) and by steps located in the northeast corner leading to a 
IDG•1ern bulkhead on the surface. Joists 2ppear to be replc.ce:::ents, based on e'\1 idence 
of circular saw cuts and ffiachine-~ade nails. 

In plan, the building e.xhibits an altered configuration ~hich has changed more than c~ce 

; ~rom ~)a~ ~as nost prob2bly tbe original Georgi2n centr2l h2ll, double pile configPr?tion. 
( The present plan consists of four rooms (see floor plan) from the front door, one 

enters a hall. Doors and windows are set off with late nineteenth century architrave 
moldings and bulls-e)•e corner bloc1-~s. Rere, as in ever;• other room in the :rr.ain block, 
oodern ~ood floors have replaced the older, random width pine flooring. In the southeast 
corner of the room, a stairi...·ay rises on two 12ndings and the second floor. The open­
string stair exhibits simple brackets, tapering balusters, rounded handrail and bulbous 
beautifullv turned newel pest on sauare base. A door in the southeast corner of the - . 
room leads to a bathroom in the t~entieth century addition. A door under the staircase 
leads down a winding stair to the basec,ent below. Two entrances on the north wall lead 
into the rear parlors. A door on the west leads into a ssaller parlor room on the front. 

This front parlor also contains moldings identical to those found in the hallway. A 
late nineteenth century rr.antel has b2en built into the south~est corner of the room. 
\,That ~as originall)' a i...1 indo\o.' on the -"-est i...·all has been filled in i...1 ith shel"\'es and no\..' 
ser.,es as a bookcase. 

A swaller parlor, now used as a dining room is located directly behind the entrance hall. 
Its plaster ~alls are painted grey. A simple baseboard, painted white, continues 
around the roo~ 2nd into the second p2rlor. ~indows have paneled rcve2ls 2nd finely 
detailed arc hi tra,•e trim i...'i th corner bloci:s. A \ 7ictori2n r:-.arble fireplace and r;;antel 
shelf are located in the northeast corner of the room, embellished only by a floral 
bouquet decoration centrally placed below the shelf. 

A paPeled surround, also with identical moldings and corner tlocks used in the above 
parlor, leads into a second and larger parlor, now used as a living room. Moldings 
are identical to those in the first parlor. A fireplace, sinilar in design to the 
other, but with a flat polygonal decoration belov>' the ·shelf, is located in the north· .. ·est 
corner. 

On the second floor, the fJoor plan cc,nsists of a long hall that runs length"'·ise e:cress 
the front of the building. The first room, locatP~ in the northeast corner, shews 
extensive alterations, such as twentieth century cioors, built-in shelves, etc. The 
second room, located to the north· .. 'est, contains simpler late nineteenth centur)· 20Jc::'._:"gs 
and another Victorian mantel placed at a 450 angle in the far corner of the building. A 
s~all Dodern closet has been added in the south~est corner of this room and hall. A 
door~ay on the west wall of the hall leads into an ~arly t~entieth century bathroo~. 

See Continuation Sheet 2. 
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Fro;n the second floor, the stc.ir,,·a)" leads to a landing 2nd up a "'inding stair to 
the c.ttic. Eere, rooillS are all early t~entieth century, used only for storage. 

Circa 1897, a twc-storey, gable-roofed, fraille addition was built on the east side of the 
house. It houses a kitchen re;:;iodeled in the 1900's on the first floor and bedroO::::!S 2bo'l.'E 

It is clad with clapboard and has a central brick chimney. 

On the northeast, the addition is three-bays "~de and contains two levels of 6-over-6 
double-hung sash windows which are modern replacements. On the southeast facade, the 
fenestration is similar, with the addition of a small four-pane ec.sement window which 
lights a bathroom. On its east facade, a modern kitchen "~ndow is placed to the left 
of a modern door, reached by three-brick steps. A small window is centrally placed 
in the second storey. 

Early in the twentieth century, a sunporch and other porches were added to the north, 
west and south facades of the main block. Between 1897 and 1958, the two major porches 
were r2.uoved. The frame sunporch was retained and now serves as part of the 
exhibition space in the museum. The porch is placed on a cinderblock foundation 2nd 
topped by a shed roof. Its north and south facades are pierced by three, 2-over-2 
double-hung sash windows. Its western facade has six windows identical to the 2b0Ye, 
interspersed by carved verticle panels. Doric 3/4 columns mark the northwest c.nd 
southwest corners. 

In 1958, a rr,ajor renovation of the house took place, resulting in the creation of the 
caretaker's quarters in the frame wing, sandblasting of the brick main block, and 
refurb"shing the interior roo8s, including the addition of new wooden floors. 

Three outbuildings are located close to the main house. Ten feet from the northeast 
corner of the main block is a late nineteenth century dairy, with projecting hip roof, 
no"T used as a storage area .. !ui eighteenth centur)· srnoJ.~ehouse, roD'\'ed from another prc·pert)' 
in Cc.mbridge, is located thirty feet from the northeast corner of the house. It is ~oted 
for its 2'' thick oak boards placed horiZDntall)' and connected b:· do'\1 etail joints .=nd 
pegging and two verticle board doors. It is capped by a shingled hip roof with wooden 
\...'catherv-ane. Approximately 75 feet from the southeast corner of the house, a con·,,erted 
twentieth century garage now serves as tne farm museum. This building includes fcr~ing 
iwple~ents, and 1835 McCormick reaper and a blacksmiths shop . 
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La Grange, now known as the Meredith House, is iwportont as one of only a few houses 
of the Georgi2n period remaining in Cc:~bridge. In a 1976 survey of the town four other 
houses incorporating 18th century fabric were identified and remain today. The exterior 
of this house ;s, by far, t~e least altered. Significant rewaining exterior Georgian 
characteristics include its Fle2ish bond bricl•~ork with watertable; c:nd five bay facade, 
the ~ost outstanding f P2ture of which is the extre~ely tall corner chinney stacks, a 
design feature found only rarely on the lower Eastern Shore of Maryland. More iQportantly 

though, this 18th century house is significant as an exa~ple of ahouse that has changed 
through tiDe, with century architectural additions, in and of theillselves pleasing and 
representative of thel2te Victorian period. An 13th century structure on the pro?erty 
is also in excellent condition and is a rare survival of an icportant ancil!ary building 
type fron that periorl. --

LaGrange has also served as the home of a number of proBinent Cambridge =amilies 
d!1d its history is interturned v.'ith the de-..:eloprr.ent of Caillbridge 2nd Dorchester Count)T 
from the 1Eth through the 20th centuries. It is perhaps fitting that the house ~ow, 
functions as the county's historical society, serving two purposes--its exterior 
exr1ibi ting t-he Georgian arc hi tectuYe f om no\-.' rare ir: C2Dbridge, while its 19th 
century interior serves as a splendid backdrop for the interpretation of resaining 
pieces of this city and coun!y's iGportant heritage. 

H1 STORY 

The land on which La Grange ~as constructed dates back to the 17th century. In 
1699 the provincial government of Maryland granted land along the Choptank River, 
three ~iles wide, extending from the present Cambridge city area to the Wan.Tick River in 
Secretary, to the Choptank Indians to insure peace and goodwill. In 1686, John Kirke, 
w}1ose plantation ''Ricarton'' ser-..,·ed as a tobacco trading center until later establis!--UT.ent of 
the port of Ca2bridge b)T Lord 5altimore in 1684, bought an_ original tract of this ]and on 
Shoal Creek, on which ~~eredith P.ouse stands today, from one of the Indian chiefs Ababco 
for forty two matchcoats (a watchcoat is an outer garment lliade from a coarse, woolen 
cloth). Kirke beca~e prominent in the area, in his sence as co=~issioner for Lord 
Baltimore, collecting rents for his esplo~;er. In 1684, the pro,risional go\·err.ITJent purch2sP 
o:ie hundred acres and laid out lot-s on Eigl-1 Street, "'"r:ich , at er bec;c;:ie the center of to·.,--r: . 
.RirJ.~e's Political influence c.:id v.·eather £TE"-' 2s reflected in the construction of Cc.:::;bridge' . ~ 

--
first house, '''.!'he Point'', in 1709. '•:'"nen he dies in 1733 t!-ie 435-acre tract of lane 
bought from the Indians, passed to his daughter, hnn. 

, 
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SIGNIFICAi~CE, continued 

John i,'oolf ord purchased part of this tract, renamed ''Phillips Discovery,'' from 
hnn and her husband, James Phillips, in 1745 for 340 pounds. EeL~een 1760 and 
1773, 12nd and probate records indicate that John ~oolford iwproved the 378 acre 
tract with the construction of a dwelling house of brick , later to be patented 
''i\oolford' s Regulation'' • 

i\oolford' s importance to Cc.mbridge' s de,•elopment is reflected in his holdings at 
the time of his death in 1773. His numerous 12nd holdings and possessions were 
sufficient to leave each of his seven children size2ble tracts of land, c2sh and 
slaves. Although there is no known inventory of his estate, probably due to the 
Revolutionary ~ar in progress, which disrupted record keeping, i~oolford's will gives 
some insight into his wealth. It was his son William who inherited the home plantation, 
but the "rill stipulated his onl)' caughter, J·~ar)', could ''occupy the little room in 
my dwelling house below the stairs 2nd the little room above the stairs, also the ~se 
of that field at the hl2d of the Creek ... also the privilege of pasture for two or 
three horses and cows'' until she m2rried. Mary was also left a silver cream pot, 
mug and several spoons. All the children were left slaves and money in the form of 
Spanish dollars. In subsequent inventories of ~oolford's children, land, slaves, 
money and livestock figured significantly, indicating his family maintained prosperity 
and prestige in the COi· ·11unity. Elizabeth }~use bought the property in 1846 from the 
'i.Joolford family and called it L2Grange, meaning ''the ho-;:ne of the gentleman farmer'' '°"d 
possibly after the Marquis de Lafayette's home in France. Ber husband, Dr. ~illicm 
H. }luse, from an e!:!2inent }~ar)rland famil:y•, pr2cticed Dedicene in Dorchester Count)' 
Dost of his adult life. Be ~as a descendant of the noted Enr.2ls clan, who boasted 
such notable kinsmen as Sophia Kerr and a Lnited States senator, the honorable ]onn 
Leeds Kerr. Besides being land developers, the Muse famil)· were leaders in agricL:l ::~ra: 
V·ethods and scientific f a1,;1ing techniques. Dr. Joseph Ennalls Muse ( 1776-1852) was 
one of the founders of the Dorchester County Agricultural Society (1824). The fa~ily 
perfo11i1ed nuj;)erous experiT:1ents v.1 i th new crop gro-wth. Al though · .. :heat and cor11 f-,ac 
replaced tobacco as a cash crop, its continual use h2d seriously ca~aged the sualit~ of 
the soil. \,'ith their "'or'k in fertilizer use and crop change, the °!'1user fa.mil)' re-..·ersed 
the disastrous decline of Maryland farming prior to the Civjl ~ar. 

A later owner ~as A. Hamilton 5ayly, grandson of Josiah Bayly, attorney for the 
notori~us slave "\:_idnapper Patt)' Cannon, and the first Attorney General of }'.ar:_-']2nd. 
At this point in the nineteenth century, LaGrange w2s one ~f several prominent ~ater 
front farms in Ca:mbridge. Appleby, the norne of Tho::-.as Bollida)' 5icks, Ci,,il 1.·:ar 
governor from Dorchester County, ~as probably the~ost wajestic of these hoses, ~bile 
two other farms, Shoal Creek and Rose Bill, bordered LaGrange in the eastern sector of 
the cit)'. 

S:E:E COKT11'ilJ.t...TI OI: S2EET f.!4. 
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Si G!~ lt lC?-~CE, cont i n0 ed 

~~ow cor:iprised of sol!le fort)' c;cres, LaGrange changed ov.--ners four wore times 
before John Eo~ard Eirst purchased it in 1897. Ten years earlier, Hearst and his 
famil)' bouth the adjoining property of \·!illiam 1~ilson Byrn' s ''Rose Rill.'' Hirst 2nd 
his father were Kew Yorkers and regarded as pioneers in truck farming with 
their property Ja~aica Point on Long Island. Here on the south shore of the Choptank 
River they found undeveloped land ideal for their method of farming. Byrn had broken 
the way with the introduction of Southdown sheep and Aldernay cattle, and i~proved 
harvests of corn. In 1897, with the planting of fruit orchards, the expansion of fje}d 
and the construction of packing houses, ~aGrange was purchased by Eirst, adding 41 acre 

. to ~h·~.~lLi~" ze ~1-::~~~~y<=a~:~::.1· 1~,, :c i" ~,··,· 5 :·:.":~ .,--_.,\._;_ \'([~_,·---i;-.-::11 -ti,:'." '-~~-s~ ',_! ~. S,1· --
' 

' -'· . Active in co,,•:TJunity, business and go·,·ern~;ental affairs, Smith served as Register 
of ~ills in Dorchester Co~nty for forty-eight years. Be resigned ~hen Franklin D. 
Roosevelt appointed him Collector of Customs for the Port of Baltimore. Sowetime 
during his thirty years of residence at LaGrange, Smith added a sunporch to the 
northwest part of the house and reooved two exterior porches. -

In 1958 the Dorchester County Historical Society purchased LaGrange, which had 
shrunk in size to one acre of land. IT was ren2ced in 1960 Meredith House in Ge8ory 
of Thomas H. and Joseph B. Meredith when the latter's grandson, Thomas S. Nichols, 
aided the society in purchasing the house and an additional half acre of property. 
Several years later a Dajor renovation was undertaken, resulting in the creation 
of the caretaker's quarters in the frame wing, sandblasting the brick section, 
re:TJoving earlier added white pajnt and refurbishing of the interior rooms. 

Meredith Eouse is used today by the society for meetings and is open to the public 
on a limited basis. The first floor rooms are furnished much as they would be in the 
rr:iddle nineteenth century, withlocal collections of antiques, china, clothing and 
pictures addinf a touch of Dorchester history. Scrapbooks, files on local family 
historjes and docu~ents on ~aryland and Dorchester history comprise the sunporch 
library, although much of this material has been moved to the local library for 
the convenience of the public. The first bedroom upstairs contains maritime artifacts, 
including ships' models, tools of a ship's carpenter and apparatus used by ~ater.nen. 
Pictures and some personal possessions of the seven Dorchester County men who served 
as }~ar~"land governors are housed in a second bedroom, kno'i.'11 as the ''Governor's Roorr;. '' 

--

Outside, a smokehouse contains a small collection of household items. It ~as 
built in the eighteenth centur}' and IDO\,'ed from another Cawbridge city propert)'· p._ farm 
rr.useum, once a £arage probably built by Smith, contains farming implements, inclucing 
an 1835 McCormick reaper. J.nother small structure on the property ~as probably used 
as a dairv house in earlier times . 

0 . . 

• 

1 ~ill of John l>oolford, 1773. 39/359, Dorchester County. Probate records 
:ir. ;.n~apolis Rall of Records • ... 

---- - ----- -- --~-~------~~-----~---~~----~-~------~~----------~--- --
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~ .F..<:::r;')rds, p2t2;:ts, and rent rolls. 2) Dorc:-iester County I.and Records. 3) Dorc},r:stE:r 

County J'.isto~ical Society records. 4) Laskowski, F. Arthur, The Laskowski PanE:rs, Vol.I 
~-·-

D~rchester County ~istorical Society, Ca~bridge, Maryland, 1955. 5) Jones, ~li~s. 
'!\e"' F.e\'ised }iistor'' of Dorchester Count'' ~'.ar:i:land, Canbridge, }1ar;.'land: Tice-..·c:ter 

Publishers, 1966. 
• • See Cont1n1'Ft;0n J. r:. . . } - . 
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\'ER BAL sour•DARY DESCRIPTION As recorded in Dor. Cou;rty Courthouse: Li ber 114/ Folio 366. 
LaGrange is located on 112 acres in Cambridge bounded by LaGr2nge Street (tn\r) and 
Maryland Avenue Extended (JIB), connected by a straight line running from the eastern 
te1a1inus of ~arvland Avenue Extended to the Corner of LaGrange STreet. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUl'.TIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUt-;TY CODE 

------------------------
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

00FORM PREP~A..RED BY 
!\;AME I TITLE 

Susan K. Lanr::rall,CowJJittee Chair'-';an/1'1ark R. :Sd·.,:ards, f:istoric Sites Sur,:ev Coorcii712t_Qr 
ORGt.t.IZATION DATE 

Dorchester County Historical Society/Marvland Historical Trust August 13, 1977 
STREET & NUIV',BER TELEPHONE 

P. 0. Box 361/21 State Circle (301) 228-2074/(301) 269-2438 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

~STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY \\llTHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL _X __ 

As the des-iona1ed S;aie H1s1oric Preser.:a11on Officer for the t.:a11or.al H,storic Preserv21ion Act of 1966 (Public Law E9-665). I -
hereby nominate this propeny for incl11s1on in the Natior.al Register c.nd certify that it r.as been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set fonh by the ~ia1ional Park Service. 

S1t. TE HISTORIC PRE SER\'ATION OFFICER SIGN/.. TURE ;:z..-/J- 71 
TITLE 

,/'/// 
STATE HIS"ORIC PRESEP.\1ATIW OFFICER 

DATE 

i'-OR t.iPS USE ONLY 

I H EF!EBY CERTIF~· THAI THlS f'~OPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE t-IATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

KEEPER OF Tri!:: N.t.TI~'-L REGISTER 
TT EST: DATE 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

• 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

J•f):@jM£'j:::;:;·:m:'!: ·:. :::• i . t : : . (> . ) '. 
COMMON• 

.tvlereditl1 House or Dorchester :t-;istorical Societ't neadcuarters 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

T. r~ranr-.- - a 1 "'0 R i ,.a . on .f'h; llin' s ~:::.e,. ver'' or .'ioolford' ,,.........,..,.,.......,.,,,,...,.. ... 
2 g,gg~r·~ ' > · .. ·.· .. · > .·. • .... ·. ······} .•. >.· .. · .· · ....• •· ..••... ·.•·····~··· .•··· .. ··. ·•· ... · ... •···· .. •· .•. ry ... ··•··•·· ···.····· ·.·.· > ..••.•... •R: ·· .. u:1.a ·( 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

T.~ <.,,..~ 

CITY OR TOWN: 

(" I hr • 

• 

~.....,. ....... ~ 
STATE COUNTY: 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District CJC8uilding 

0 Site 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

O In Process 

STATUS 

[X Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 
[X Restricted 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

0 Private 

0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Unrestricted 0 Preservation work 

in progress 0 No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More a• Appropriate) 

0 Agr i cu ltura I 0 Government 0 Pork 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 C04nmerciol 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Mi Ii tary 0 Religious He adgu c:..rter s of 
0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific r"istorical Society 

. . 

i:i>owt4£i0f' PROPEtttv··· ·-.-.. -.. -:-·- .... ·. - .-.. -.. • ... :.-.. ·.·.• -.·.-: -:-.. -:····· -:·.•:. ·.·:- -:::·.· -·-·.· .. -:-.. -: ·.·:-: .-. --:- .. . . . . . 
,·, - A 

-:- . 

uWNER S NAME: 

+- ,,... T-i; · +- ,._,...;,. 1 C: ,...,.. ; .+-
W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w 
Cl TY OR TOWN: ST A TE: 

t~~.4.9¢A!JQ8 P"f l!£64):; Q~$C@IP'tl9fj )C.••·············t•••• · . . .. 
COURTHOUSE, RECOISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

• Dorchester un _ Co11rthQ . ...,u"'s=-=e"'------------------------1 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

• 

?;"';<=; ;:.;-; ,..,.-h ~r,.. •o+-
c1 TY OR TOWN: oo..io ...... ~-------------r:S:-T:-A:-T=E-----------_,.-----J 

Tl TL.E OF SURVEY: 

DA TE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal O State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STR T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

\ 
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PS - 709 



12~ DE'!Cil?T ON' ... · .• · . · ......• ······· .. ·.·. •· ·•· . . ·•· ······ ...... .f ·. . . .· .· . . . . . . -- - . . ·-· 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated ~Good 0 E.xcellent 0 Fair 0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 
r--~~~~~~-;:::~.~~~~~~~-.~~~~=--~-:-=:--:--:==-::..:..:..::.:::..:.::=-:::.._~~-

(Check One) (Check One) 

XJ Altered 0 Uncltered O Moved ~ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT> •D ORIGINAL (If mown) PHYSICAi.. APPEARANCE 

La Grange or the £.Ieredi th House, as it is known 
today is a typically symmetrical Georgian house of 
brick laid in Flemisl1 Bond. .'-'.dded to the original 
part of the l1ouse are a one storv frame addition on - ·' 
the west side and a t\·Jo story, three bay frame 
addition on the east side. There are two gabled 
dormers with six over six sash windows on the front 
and rear of the gabled roof. The cornice is orna­
mented. by a series of carved brackets. An unusual 
feature of this house are the four chimneys, one at 
each corner of tl:1e oldest .f.lOrtion. There are three 
bays on the front of the house, and the shutterless 
windows are six over six sash. Between tl1e first and 
second stories is a beltcourse of raised brick. 
l~ound the bottom of the house is a molded water 
table of raised brick. 

On the grounds is a Farm I:~useun containing nany 
objects used in f arrning in the earlier days of this 
country, including an 1835 reaper, one of the first 
built by· l·lcCorrL1ick. ;~ smokehouse moved here dates 
to the 1 700 • s and is bl1il t of t-..10 inch oak boards 
put togetl1er at tl1e corners with pegs and dovetailing. 
Exhi»ited in the smokehouse are old household items 
and utensils. 

The house itself contains many antiques and items 
of historical interest. On t.i1e second floor is a 
Governor's Room, honoring the six I;~aryland Governors 
elected from Dorchester: John Henry, Charles Golds­
borough, Thomas Holliday I-licks, Henry Lloyd, Phillips 
Lee Goldsborough and Emerson c. Harrington and a 
seventh, Thomas King Carroll, who moved to Dorchester 
after his term of office. 
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PERIOD (Checl< One or llfore •• Approprl•te) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th C•ntury 

0 15th Century 0 17th C•ntury 

XJ 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(SI (ll Appllc•l>le •ndKnow1i) Around 1760-1770 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checl< One or /lfore •• Appt oprl•te) 

Aboriginal D Education D Politiccil 

D Prehistoric 0 Engineering D Religion/Phi. 

D Historic D Industry losaphy 

D Agriculture 0 lnventi on 0 Science 

I» Architecture D Landscape D Sculpture 

D Aft Architecture D Socia I/Human-

D Commerce D literature itarian 

D Communications D Mi Ii tary D Theater 

D Conservation D Music D Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

History: 

0 20th Century 

~ Urban P Ianni ng 

D Other (Specify) 

John Kirk, an extensive land owner and Indian fi~hter, 
\vas t11e first white owner of this land which he purchased 
from the Indians in 1684. The property was called Ricarton 
at that time. In 1697, John Kirk gave his brother William 
L20 acres of this land. Next it came into the possession 
of James and Ann Phillips. (iinn was the eldest surviving 
daugl1ter of John Kirk.) On 1-1arch 4, 1760, James Phillips 
and Ann sold to John ~Ioolf ord all that cart of a tract of -
land on the Great Choptank River formerly called Ricarton, 
but now called Phillip's Recovery. The Woolfords were a 
prominent family in the county, taking an active part in 
the social, political and military affairs. The property 
was next owned by John Woolford's son, John, and was 
known as lloolford's Regulation. John Woolford sold the 
property to Elizabeth R. Muse, the wife of Dr. 1Jilliam I~. 
Muse. The l1use family 'l.vere descendants of tl1e Ennalls 
clan. Dr. Muse sold the propert~, now called La Grange 
to John L. Tirightson in 1864 and in 1871 \·Trightson sold 
the ;:-roperty to :r-1r ... -;. Samilton Bayly. (l-ir. Bayly was 
a grandson of the Hon. Josiah Bayly.) The property 
changed hands several times after that. The building of 
brick was built bet\·1een 1760 and 1770, presurnabl:,r by the 
t·Joolfords. 

Significance: 

This house is significant .as one of tl-;.e fer;; sttrviving 
. ~ . , Pt• or ~ . l1ouses 1r1 Camoridge tnat date 1-'to tr1e Revolutionary ~·Tar 

Period. It is a good example of Georgian arc11itecture 
and has been relatively unaltered except for the frame 
additions. 

PS - 7011 

--------·--------



F. Arthur Lascowski, Papers 

A Day in Dorchester, 1971, Dorchester County 
Historical Society 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LA Tl TUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes SecC>Rds 
NW 0 • • 0 • • 0 • • 0 • .. 

NE 0 • • 0 • • 
SE 0 • • 0 • • 

9 • • 0 • • 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

,Acreage Justification: 
' ' 
I 

I 

• 
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NAME AND TITLE: 

Catherine L. Moore. 1---_:_ ___ ::_:=-:..-'.--.::::....::~.::...::...::....::...=..;:;..L. __ .. - -
ORGANIZATION DATE 

12/4 /75 ··-·------------.L_=:L...::J.....:....:::...._ __ --1 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Route 3, Box 32 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

l·iarvl and .,._,,__ ___ Cambridge 
1'~·"' State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onlv) 

Significance 
National 0 

Signature 

of this 
State 0 

property 
Local O 
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