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Circa 1830 

The Adamstown Log House is a two story log structure. The entire 
building has been stripped of its clapboard sheathing and the 
original flank gable roof has been removed. Part of a boxed 
cornice extends along the front of the building at the roofline. 

The logs are laid in a typical horizontal pattern, approximately 
seven to ten inches apart and joined in each corner with German 
joints. In between the large beams which make up the wall fabric 
of the building are smaller wood beams, most of which appear to 
have been taken from another structure as indicated by notches and 
grooves. 

The Adamstown Log House, having been moved and altered several 
times, is significant only as an example of a two story log 
structure with one room on each level. Most log residences in 
Frederick County have at least two rooms on each level. It is 
possible the building was originally used as an outbuilding, 
however most log outbuildings in the county are only one story 
high. Because the original location of the building is unknown, 
the builder and function of the structure cannot be determined. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Adamstown Log House is a two story log structure which faces north 
from the south side of Adamstown Road in Adamstown. 

The principal facade is two bays wide. The main entrance which has been 
removed is framed by plain architrave molding as is the window frame 
located in the first bay. 

Two window frames occupy both bays on the second level of the building. 
Framing around these windows has been removed or replaced. 

Two window frames are located on each level on the rear (south) eleva­
tion of the building. Remnants of the mullions supporting double hung 
6/6 windows are located in each bay of the rear elevation. 

The entire building has been stripped of its clapboard sheathing and 
the original flank gable roof has been removed. Part of a boxed 
cornice extends along the front of the building at the roofline. 

The logs are laid in a typical horizontal pattern, approximately seven 
to ten inches apart and joined in each corner with German joints. In 
between the large beams which make up the wall fabric of the building 
are smaller wood beams, most of which appear to have been taken from 
another structure as indicated by notches and grooves. 

The joints supporting the second level are rough cut circular sawn two 
by four beams extending ninety degrees to the front and rear elevation. 

The floor plan consists of two approximately nine foot by twelve foot 
rooms, one on each level with an opening in the east center to second 
level. The first level consists of a dirt floor. No chimney or 
fireplace is located in the building. 

This log structure originally moved from an undetermined location in 
Adamstown apparently was used as an outbuilding and converted to a 
residence. 
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-- PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC ____ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 ----ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 ----AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 AARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 ---ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Adamstown Log House, having been moved and altered several times, 
is significant only as an example of a two story log structure with 
one room on each level. Most log residences in Frederick County have 
at least two rooms on each level. 

It is possible the building was originally used as an outbuilding 
however, most log outbuildings in the county are only one story high. 

Because the original location of the building is unknown, the builder 
and function of the structure cannot be determined. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATE COUNTY 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cherilyn Widell, Sites Analyst 
ORGANIZATION 

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 
STREET & NUMBER 

Winchester Hall. 12 E. Church St. 
CITY OR TOWN 

Frederjck 

DATE 

11/2/79 
TELEPHONE 

694-1063 
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Maryland 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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