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Property Name: W. Johnson Farm Inventory Number: F-1-135 ------'---------------
Address: 4738 S. Basford Road City: Frederick Zip Code: 21701 -------

County: _F_re---'d_e_ri_c_k ________ USGS Topographic Map: Point of Rocks 

Owner: Leonard and Carmela Checchio 4738 East Basford Road, Frederick, MD 21703 

Tax Parcel Number: _1_35 __ Tax Map Number: _10_3 ___ Tax Account ID Number: 1101004077 

Project: ___________________ Agency: 
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Is the property located within a historic district? ~no __ yes Name of district: 

Is district listed? no _yes Determined eligible? no __ yes District Inventory Number: 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheer if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The current assessment was prepared on behalf of Duke Energy North America as part of cultural resources investigations to 
support the proposed construction of a power plant in southern Frederick County near Point of Rocks (Goodwin 2001). The 
assessment is based on previously existing documentation available at the Maryland Historical Trust confirmed by a 
reconnaissance survey of the property taken from the public right of way. 

The property was surveyed in 1993 (Davis) and comprised the main house, a barn, and a wagon shed. In March 2002, the main 
house and barn were visible from the public right-of-way. The house probably was the J. Johnson house noted on the 1808 
Varle map. which corresponds with John Johnson noted in the deed research. 

The farmstead is significant under Criterion C for the architecture of the stone dwelling, which retains the general aspect of its 
early nineteenth century appearance (Davis 1993). 
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F-1-135 
w. Jdmson Farmstead 
Doul:s vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1800; ca. 1909 

'Ihe W. Jctmson Farmstead has three contrib.Itin:J structures, centerin:J on 

the two-story stone dwellin:J probably blilt abalt 1800 with sutstantial 

alterations in the 1970's. 'Ihe other l:uildin:Js are a fraioo wagon shed/ ex>rn 

crib arrl a frame bank barn, both J:::uilt between abalt 1890 arrl 1910. 'lhe hoose 

has a five-bay main elevation with a brick arched transcm above the center 

dooi:way. '!he present one-stocy porch is an early 2oth century replacement of 

the original porch, 'Which evidence on the stone walls near the doorway 

irxticates was probably a smaller entcy type. 'lhe doorway itself may have had a 

ioore elaborate wood surrourxi, based on the presence of wood beam en:is visible 

in the stone walls. 'lhe semi-circular attic wirnows in the gable ems are 

l.ll1USl.lal in the Adamstown Region. 'Ihe barn has a dated inscription by three 

painters carpletin:] their lN'Ork on July 15, 1909. '!he significance of the 

prq:>erty is based on the architecture of the dwellin:J, 'Which, although nax::h 

altered arrl restored, retains nucil of its early 19th century character. 



F-1-135 
w. Jcilnson Farmstead 
Doubs vicinity 
Frederick County 

HISIORIC ~: 

MARYIAND CXMPREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATIOO PIAN DATA 

GeograFhic organization: Piednont 
(Harford, BaltinDre, Carroll, Frederick, HaV<rrd, M::>ntgcmery 
Counties, am Balt.i.Irore City) 

Cllrorx:>logical/Develcpnent Pericd: 
Rural Agrarian Intensification, A.O. 1680-1815 
In:lustrial/Urban Daninance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Pericd '!hemes 
Ardri.tecture, I.aOOscape Architecture, Canmmity Plannin;J 

Resource 'fype: 

category: Buildin;J 

Historic Enviromnent: Rural 

Historic Function & Use: 
Danestic/sinJle dwellinJ/residence 
Agriculture/subsistence/animal facility/barn 
Agriculture/subsistence/storage/granary 

Known Design Source: None 



Ml03 Survey No. F-1-135 

Magi No. 
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic W. Johnson Farmstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 4738 East Basford Road __ not for publication 

city, town Daubs _x__ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_"_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
_K_ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Leonard and Carmela Checchia 

street & number 4738 East Basford Road telephone no.: 

city, town Frederick, state and zip code MD 21701 

S. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 918 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 937 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title MHT Inventory of Historic Properties F-1-135 

date 1982 __ federal ~ state __ county __ local 

pository for survey records Md. SHPO 

city, town Crownsville state MD 



7. Description 

Condition 
~excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-1-135 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDNI'RIBUl'ING RESOURCE CXXNI': 3 

'!he w. Jctm.son Farmstead contains a two-story stone dwelling :wilt about 1800 
with substantial renn:ieling cat'pleted in the 1970's arrl 1980's arrl two remaining 
agricultural ooth.rildings of the pericxi 1890-1910, a frame bank barn arrl a wagon 
shed/com crib. 'Ihe prq:>erty is currently used as a private residence arrl the 
out:brlldings are used for storage arrl as vehicle garages. 'Ihe farmstead is located 
on the north side of East Basford Road about 1/2 mile east of ?ti. 15 near Douhs, 
Frederick County, M:ilylarrl. 'Ihe dates are based on historical maps arrl 
architectural details. 

'!he dwelling's principal elevation faces east arrl has five bays with a one-story 
porch over the center three bays. A two-story stone rear wing exten:1s frcm the 
northeast corner of the house. A IOOdern two-story extension is attached to the 
south side of the rear wing. '!he gable roof is covered with stan:ling seam metal, 
replacing the original material whidl was JOC>St likely~ shingles. Interior errl 
chimneys are located at the north arrl south gable errls. 'Ihe cornice is boxed with a 
nolding of shaped dentils awlied on the east elevation. '!he windows are 9 /9 m::xiel:n 
replacements with reb.rl.lt frames covered with aluminum arrl the sills are painted 
concrete. '!he center entrance has a gauged brick ardl with a ctiaioorrl patterned 
transan arrl sidelights. 'Ihe original double clcx>n; were severely deteriorated in the 
early 1970's when the current owners p.irdlased the property arrl have been replace 
by m::xiel:n double doors. Wcxxl beam errls in the fieldstone walls on each side of the 
doo:rway suggest that a~ door surroun:i may have been originally in place or that 
a smaller entry porch sheltered the doorway. Faint stains on the stone ~ to 
suwart the probability of an entry porch. 'Ihe present porch has a pedi.m:mted gable 
roof arrl may have originally been Wilt in the late 19th century. 'Ihe square 
tapered columns on brick bases are typical of the 1920's, while the flagstone deck 
was installed during the 1970's. 'Ihe sa.rt:h elevation has two bays with a cellar 
entrance near the southwest corner. A IOOd.ern iron railing arrl a corrugated metal 
roof cover the cellar entrance. 'Ihe win:lows are 9/9 as on the east elevation arrl at 
the attic level is a small semi-circular wimow with a m::xiern vented cover. '!his 
feature is repeated in the north elevation. 'lhe north elevation has two bays in the 
main section with one bay sh<:Ming that a former doorway had been converted to a 
win:iCM, leaving the outline of a sheltering hood or canopy, rDtl missing. '!he rear 
win:;} has fair bays with a IOOdern gabled entry porch located at the northwest 
corner. 'Ihe first story win:iows have been reduced in size ard filled with 
replacement sash, 6/6 on the secord story arrl 4/4 on the first. 'Ihe west elevation 
is principally dcminated by the extended m:xlern section of the win;J, which is 
covered with ~ shingles arrl has an exterior iron stai:rway. 'Ihe west elevation of 
the main section shows that two wirrlows in the original south parlor were closed off 
to form two bookshelves on the interior. According to Mrs. <lleodria, one of the 
present owners, a previous owner had filled these openinJs with concrete block, so 
the Olecchias used salvaged stone fran a deteriorated outb.ri.lding which was being 
dem:>lished to cover the conc:rete block on the exterior. '!he interior of the house 
has been alioost cat'pletely reoodeled, having been severely deteriorated as of the 
1970's prior to its restoration. 'Ihe mantelpieces were missing or were nc' 

(Continued on separate sheet) 



8. Significance Survey No. F-1-135 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

- 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
- art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
- commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
- communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates C. 1800; c. 1909 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B x C 

A B 

national 

D 

c D E F G 

state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe w. Jctmson Fannstead is principally significant for the architecture of 
the stone dwelling, which, although extensively altered in the 1970's, retains 
the general aspect of its early 19th century ~, suggesting the 
possibility of ioore informa.tion regarding the original configuration of the 
main doorway with evidence of an entry porch am a possible door surrourrl. 'Ihe 
house ~ on the Olarles Varle map of 1808 am as the A. c. Jdinson house 
on the 1858 am 1873 maps. I.an::l record researd1 does not reveal the identity 
of ''W. Jd'mson", as the owner's name is shown on the Varle map, rut confirms 
that Ric.hard am Jahn Jdinson both purchased adjoining properties on the tract 
''J.b.mtain Fields" in 1798 from Joseph Hill. In 1888, Arthur c. Johnson lost 

a farm in a mortgage default, after which foor consecutive owners held the 
prq:>erty until 1973 when the current owners, the Checchias, purchased it, with 
the house am outl::uildings in very deteriorated oorrli.tion. 'Ihe barn am wagon 
shed, the two remainin;J artruildings, were b.lilt probably by George w. Dean 
ard/or Horace H. Smith, the two owners from 1892 to 1932. 

'Ihe Jdmson family which l::uil~ the hruse has not been conclusively 
identified; hat/ever, research notes in the Frederick County Historical Society 
files irxlicate that a '1hanas Jd&nson 2rrl (1729-1778) left prc:p!rty to foor 
sons, Jahn, 'Ihanas, William, ard Ric.hard. William received 100 acres from 
"that prrchased by '1hanas Jdlnson 2rrl arrl Francis Deakin • • • " 'Ihe 
location of the 100-acre tract has not been discovered., rut further research in 
lard records may provide clues which could link this William Jdinson with the 
''W. Jchnson" of the 1808 map. To further confuse the picture, Scharf's History 
of Western Marylard {1882) states that William Jdmson, the son of 'Ihanas 
Jdmson 2rrl, was born alx:ut 1770 "on his father's farm in Buckeystown District, 
rut in 1798 rEm:>Ved to what is now Jefferson District v.here he purchased 400 
acres of lard ... " His wife was catherine Cost, married in 1800, am William 
died in 1811, leaving three sons, 'lhanas, Ric.hard, am William Cost. William 
Cost Jdmson became a prcminent lawyer am statesman in later life. '!he family 
links between Arthur c. Jdmson, the only verified Jdlnson owner of the 
prq:>erty, arrl any of the above-nana:l Jd'msons is still unknown. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-1-135 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858 
Frederick County Historical Society genealogical vertical file "Johnson". Research 

notes of 26 July 1971 by Myles A. Walsh 
Frederick County Land Records 
(Continued on separate sheet) 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _5_a_c_r_e __ s ____ _ 

Quadrangle name Point of Rocks, Md. -Va. Quadrangle scale __ l_: _2_4_0_0_0 __ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

A Li_J I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ_J I I I oLLJ I I I I 
E LJ..J I I I F Li.J I I I 
G LJ_J I I H Li.J I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 5 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 103, Parcel 135 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & zoning Dept. date May 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House I. 

._.,. 

I 

21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

i 0.:, c:_~ \ ,:'-,; ;::;.;i<; ·~ ~_;,c,= 
CRO\N:\;sv :_u:, td) :21032-202.j 

PS-2748 



w. Jdmson Farmstead 
Frederick County 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

SURVEY No. F-1-135 

salvaged, the south parlor havinJ a circa 1940's brick surround. Floors were 
replaced or covered with m::xieJ::n hardwood. Marble tiles were laid in the 
central hall, where the staircase has scroll-sawn closers am a :paneled base, 
one of the few remainin;r original interior features. Plaster ceilin;J 
ne:3allions in the Adam style in the principal roans were part of the 1970's 
rem:xielirg. 

Wagon shed/com crib: 'lhe wagon shed arpears to have been b.lilt a1::ut 
1890-1900. It has vertical sidin;J on the south elevation, rut corrugated netal 
covers the other elevations. '!he cribs flankirg the drive-through passage have 
been q>ened on the interior side to provide tool am equiprent storage space. 
'!he gable roof is covered with corrugated netal am the north errl of the 
passage is closed off with pl~ am corrugated sidin;J. 

Bani: '!he frame bank barn has a stone fourrlation with the ramp lcx::ated on the 
west elevation. A rusticated concrete blcx::k silo base st.ams just south of the 
ramp. Slidin;J doors are on the west elevation. '!he exterior is covered with 
t.onJue-am-groove sidin;J am the roof is corrugated netal. Fiberglass 
skylights have been added to the roof since 1973. '!he stall level on the east 
elevation has been altered for equiprent am materials storage for Mr. 
<llecchia's roofin;J am sidin;J hlsiness. On the interior of the barn, a painted 
inscription on the granary wall gives the nanes of the painters of the b.lildin;J 
in 1909: "W. stalli.rgs, H. L. Whitter, R. Derrell (illE!CJible; spellin;J 
uncertain) , painters, 7-15-190911 • Circular saw marks on the interior framin;J 
timbers am the extensive use of ~am-gioove sidin;J place the date of the 
barn in the period about 1900-1910. 'lhe nanes therefore could be those of the 
original painters of the b.lildin;J at its carpletion. Whitter's name also 
arpears on an outl:uildin;J at the Ardribal.d T. Snooffer Farmstead (F-1-165) 
dated 1917. 



w. Johnson Farmstead 
Frecierick COlmty 

9 .1 Bibliography (COntinueci) 

SURVEY No. F-1-135 

Scharf, J.T. History of Western Marylarrl, V.1. Rriladel?ria: Louis H. Everts, 
1882, 626. 

Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frecierick County, 1873. 

Varle, <llarles. Map of Frecierick am Wa.shin:]ton Counties, 1808. 



F-1-135 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

MAGI # 1111355604 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

dNAME 
HISTORIC 

W. Johnson House 
ANO/OR COMMON 

lflLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

4738 Basford Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Doubs x 
_ VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT 

2CBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

_PUB UC X-ocCUPIED 

X_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_!N PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BElriG CONSIDERED x ,, , 
- N_;n 

x_ YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

JOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET & f\IUMBER 

CITV TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

ilLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
(;'.)LiRTHOUSE 
REGtSTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & ~UMBER 

C1TY TQWN 

IJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Frederick 

PRESENT USE 

.XAGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATION.AL )(__PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT __ RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_M1LITARY 

~elephone iT: 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FA!R 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

F-1-135 

CHECK ONE 

x-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The w. Johnson House is located on the north side of 
Basford Road between Route 15 and Point of Rocks Road, west 
of the town of Doubs in southern Frederick County. The house 
and outbuildings are set back from the road and surrounded by 
open farmland. The house faces east and is of stone construc­
tion. It is built in two sections, a two-story, gable roofed 
main block and slightly lower two-story, gable-roofed ell 
which is set perpendicular to the main block. 

The main block of the house is five bays wide with a 
central entrance, and two bays deep. It has two interior end 
chimneys. The south side of the ell appears to have been 
modernized with the addition of wooden shingle siding; this 
side of the ell may have been a two-story gallery which was 
later enclosed. To the north of the house are a large barn, 
corn crib, and other outbuildings. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
F-1-135 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

~00-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 _;q.RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ENG: NEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The W. Johnson Farm is architecturally significant for its 
early stone house, frame bank barn, and other outbuildings. The 
house, built of stone, which is unusual in this area, is an 
example of a characteristic regional type; it is either a Georgian 
I-house or a full Georgian house depending on whether it is one 
or two rooms deep. From the rather tall and narrow proportions, 
it is probably a typical Georgian I-house. It has a characteristic 
ell, which unfortunately has been modernized. 'l'he barn and corn­
crib are also examples of regional agricultural building. 

The property may be the W. Johnson "plantation" or farm on 
Varle's 1808 map of Frederick and Washington Counties. On the 
1862 Bond atlas of Frederick County, the property is shown as 
that of A. Johnson and on the 1873 Lake atlas as the A.C. Johnson 
house. The 1808 Varle map also shows a J. Johnson "plantation" 
(see F-I-136) just to the south of this Johnson house. The 
Johnsons were a prominent Frederick County family, and Scharf 
notes that they were early settlers in the Point of Rocks area. 
The Johnsons operated an 18th century furnace to the east of 
Monocacy River. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Bond, Isaac, Map of Frederick County, Maryland, 1862. 
Lake, D.J., Atlas of Frederick County, Maryland, 1873. 

F-1-135 

Scharf, J. Thomas, History of Western Maryland, Baltimore, 1968. 
Var le, Charles, A Map of Frederick ai:.d Washington Counties, 1808. 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

[DFORM PREPARED BY 
NAM!:/ T!TLE 

Peg·gy Bruns Weissrran, Architectural Historian 
.~-------------------0 R GAN' ZA T ! 0 N DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust .May 1982 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

21 State Circle (301) 269-2438 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The ~a~yland Historic Sites Inventory was officiaily created 
by an Act of th2 Maryland Legislature, tG be found ic the 
An.not.:i.ted Code of Maryland, Artic:le 41, Section 181 KJ.., 
1974 S:.ipplernent. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 
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W. Johnson House 
South elevation 
Peggy Bruns Weissman 
March 1982 


