
MARYLAND IDSTORICAL TRUST 
NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

NR Eligible: yes_ 

no_i_ 
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The Offutt Fannstead is located east of Ballenger Creek Pike (Point of Rocks Road) and is traversed by the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railroad tracks. The farmstead consists of a main house (ca. 1875) and seven outbuildings, including a frame bank 
barn (ca. 1900). The main house stands near the center of the fann and is reached by a long farm road. The dwelling faces 
north, toward a cluster of several outbuildings. The two-story, frame dwelling occupies an L-shaped footprint with an infill 
addition. The building is supported by a parged stone and concrete-block foundation. The building is sheathed in vinyl siding 
and features one-over-one, wood-sash, windows. The building's frame is composed of rough-cut lumber (Linwood Offutt, 
Personal Communication 15 May 2001). A moderately-pitched, side-gabled roof sheathed in slate tops the building. Three 
interior end chimneys punctuate the building's roofline. 

Although the land tenure history is associated with the Thomas family (English), the current house on the property 
appears to date from the last quarter of the nineteenth century. The modest dwelling exhibits minimal late-nineteenth-century 
scrollwork ornamentation. The building's exterior appearance has undergone modification, including the installation of vinyl 
siding and a poured-concrete porch foundation. The building's east wall also was rebuilt after a fire ca. 1983. The building is 
not associated with a significant event (Criterion A) or person (Criterion B) and does not embody the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C). 
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Offutt Farmstead (Thomas-Harwood House) (amended) 
F-1-145 
Point of Rocks 
ca. 1875-1900 
Private 

The Offutt Farmstead is an agricultural complex located on the east side of Ballenger Creek Pike (Point of Rocks 

Road). A modest, late-nineteenth-century dwelling stands near the center of a farm. A bank barn, two dwellings, a 

garage, and four outbuildings comprise the remaining farm complex. 

The two-story, frame dwelling occupies an L-shaped footprint with an infill addition. The house is supported by a 

parged stone and concrete-block foundation. The building is sheathed in vinyl siding and features one-over-one, 

wood-sash, windows. The building's moderately-pitched, side-gabled roof is clad in slate. Three interior end 

chimneys punctuate the building's roofline, two in the main block and one in the ell. The building features boxed 

eaves with gable-end returns. 1Jie building features four entrances. 

Research suggests that the property came into the ownership of the Thomas family in the eighteenth century. Mid-

nineteenth-century deeds associated the property with tracts of land that Notley Thomas patented in the mid-

eighteenth century. Otho Thomas ( 1788-1865) owned the property by 1850, though research does not suggest a link 

to Notley Thomas. Deed indices do not indicate that Otho Thomas or his father Benjamin Thomas (ca. 1737-1816) 

purchased the property from an earlier owner. 

Otho Thomas lived elsewhere while he owned the property. In his 1865 will, Thomas notes that Robert 

Ramrnenburg lived on the property. Jacob N. Thomas inherited the property the following year and occupied the 

house. The farm then was transferred from Jacob N. Thomas to his brother Charles E. Thomas. Thomas N. 

Harwood purchased the farm from Thomas's estate in 1875. Harwood willed the property to Henrietta Moler in 

1902. The property passed through three additional owners before the Offutt family purchased it in 1981. The 

Offutts currently rent the house and two apartment buildings on the property. 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Offutt Farmstead (amended) 

other Thomas-Harwood Farmstead, Calico Rock Farm 

2. Location 
street and number 2141 Point of Rocks Road 

city, town Point of Rocks 

county Frederick 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Jerome Offutt 

street and number 22 West Second Street 

city, town Frederick state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. F-1-145 

not for publication 

vicinity 

telephone 301-662-8248 

zip code 21701 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 2829 folio 1148 

city, town Frederick tax map 102 tax parcel 16 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HASS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: ___________ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
__K__building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__x_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
_K__agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense __ religion 
__ domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 

health care 
==industry 

__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacanUnot in use 
__ other: 

tax ID number 001477 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Noncontributing 
__ 8~_ buildings 

------'o'--_ sites 
__ O~- structures 
_ ___,O'---- objects 
__ o~_Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

I 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

__x_ good 

fair 

deteriorated 

ruins 

altered 

Inventory No. F-1-145 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today. 

The Offutt Farmstead is located east of Ballenger Creek Pike (Point of Rocks Road) and is traversed by the Baltimore & Ohio 

Railroad tracks. The farmstead consists of a main house (ca. 1875) and seven outbuildings, including a frame bank barn (ca. 1900). 

The main house stands near the center of the farm, sited east of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad tracks. The dwelling is reached by a 

long farm road and faces north, toward a cluster of several outbuildings. 

The two-story, frame dwelling occupies an L-shaped footprint with an infill addition. The building is supported by a parged stone and 

concrete-block foundation. The building is sheathed in vinyl siding and features one-over-one, wood-sash, windows. The building's 

frame is composed of rough-cut lumber (Linwood Offutt, Personal Communication 15 May 2001). A moderately-pitched, side-gabled 

roof sheathed in slate tops the building. Three interior end chimneys punctuate the building's roofline, two in the main block and one 

in the ell. The building features boxed eaves with gable-end returns. The east wall of the building was replaced following a fire ca. 

1983 (Linwood Offutt Personal Communication 15 May 2001 ). A one-story, shed-roofed addition occupies the southwest corner of 

the dwelling. The roof of the addition is sheathed in corrugated metal. The building features four entrances. 

The building's asymmetrical, four-bay front (north) facade features a full-width, one-story porch. The porch stands atop a poured

concrete foundation and features turned spindles with some jigsawn ornamentation. The hipped porch roof is sheathed in standing

seam metal roofing. The dwelling's two front (north) entrances contains a six-panel, wood doors. 

The three-bay east facade of the dwelling features a secondary entrance reached by a poured concrete stoop. A shed-roofed awning 

shelters the stoop, supported by a pair ofrecent metal supports. The awning is sheathed in corrugated metal roofing. The building's 

rear (south) facade measures two bays in width. The five-bay west facade features the building's third entrance, providing access to 

the infill addition. The entrance contains a five-panel wood door. 

The dwelling's simply-finished plan comprises consists of three rooms and bathroom on the frrst floor. The second floor contains four 

rooms. The main block of the building features a basement that is lined with concrete block (Linwood Offutt, Personal 

Communication 15 May 2001 ). 

Outbuildings 

A bank barn, two dwellings, a garage, and four other outbuildings are part of the farm complex. 

Barn- A bank barn with wagon shed/corncrib extension is located northwest of the house. The standard barn rests on a stone 

foundation that closes the forebay on the south end. The barn is clad in flush vertical board siding on the east and west elevations. 
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The roof is corrugated metal. Board and batten siding is visible on the south end where the wagon shed/corncrib extension is 

appended to the barn. Sliding wood doors are located on the bank and the forebay elevations of the barn. The wagon shed/corncrib 

extension rests on poured concrete blocks and features a corrugated metal shed roof. 

The interior H-bent framing system is constructed of oak and chestnut beams. Each bent comprises four upright posts that are 

supported by shorter tie beams mortised and tenoned into the upright posts across the width of the barn. The taller interior posts of 

each bent support the roof purlins. Angled struts from the uprights posts to the roof purlins provide additional support. A shorter tie 

beam is mortised and tenoned between these taller interior posts. The bents that define the hay mows feature a center upright post 

with a ladder. The roof rafters rest directly on the purlins and are lapped at the purlin. There is no center ridge pole in the barn. 

Modifications to the barn include removal of original framing members and installation of new roof rafters. Originally pegged, most 

of the pegs have been replaced or strengthened with metal bolts. The north end of end of the barn has been entirely rebuilt with a 

concrete-block foundation wall and vertical metal siding; the rebuilding project occurred during ownership by the Offutt family. The 

new north end resulted in shortening the barn by one bay. 

Two concrete-block silos are located near the north end of the barn. The silos have no roofs. 

Apartments- A former agricultural outbuilding has been redone into a rental property that contains two domestic units. The one-story, 

irregularly-shaped building is vinyl sided and features a completely renovated interior (Lynwood Offutt, Personal Communication 15 

May 2001). 

Concrete-Block Shed and Apartments (ca. 1970)- The two-story, concrete-block building occupies a site northwest of the house. The 

building stands on the south side of a farm road and faces east. The building consists of a two-story main block and a long, one-story 

shed and was built ca. 1970 (Linwood Offutt, Personal Communication 15 May 2001). 

The main block of the building stands atop a concrete-block foundation that adopts a rectangular footprint. The building is 

constructed of concrete blocks and terminates in a side-gabled roof. The roof is clad in asphalt shingles. Window openings contain 

one-over-one-light, wood-sash windows. Doors are of metal and feature decorative diagonal muntins. The building features a single 

gable-end, exterior chimney. 
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The asymmetrical, three-bay, front (east) facade of the main block features an entrance off-center to the north. A metal hood 

surmounts the entrance. The north end bay on the second floor features a bipartite opening. 

The building's asymmetrical, two-bay, north facade features a wood stair that provides access to the second-floor apartment. The 

second-floor entry occupies the center of the facade and features a metal hood. The building's single brick exterior chimney stands 

off-center on the north facade. The north wall below the gable features horizontal wood siding. The rear (south) facade of the 

building's main block measures two bays in width. The building's interior was completely rebuilt in 1982 (Linwood Offutt, Personal 

Communication 15 May 2001). 

The long shed portion of the building adjoins the building's south side. The side-gabled shed is constructed of concrete blocks and 

features an open front (east) facade punctuated by round wood supports. 

Garage- The one-story, utilitarian frame garage stands northeast of the main house. The front-gabled building faces west. The garage 

adopts a rectangular footprint atop a concrete-block foundation. The walls of the building are composed of simple drop siding. 

Window openings contain six-light, fixed windows. The garage's moderately-pitched roof is clad in corrugated metal. The building 

has no chimney. Appended to the rear (south) facade of the building is a corrugated-metal shed addition. 

The symmetrical front (north) facade of the garage features a recent plywood double door. The asymmetrically-fenestrated west 

facade features two window openings and a door opening. The door opening contains a four-light-over-three-panel wood door. The 

single-cell interior of the building is unfinished. The shed has a poured-concrete floor. 

Shed- The one-story, balloon-frame shed stands northwest of the main house. The front-gabled building faces east and occupies a 

rectangular footprint. The building's frame rests directly on the ground. The building is clad in flush, vertical board siding. The 

building· s moderately-pitched roof is sheathed in corrugated metal. The shed is in decrepit condition. 

The front (east) facade of the shed features a sliding-track door composed of vertical boards. Two similar sliding-track doors appear 

on the building's north facade. The shed features no other openings. The single-cell interior of the shed is unfinished. 

Other Outbuildings- Other outbuildings include a one-story, concrete-block shed with a corrugated-metal, gabled roof. The building 

originally was a farrier barn, but now is used for hay storage. The east side of the building is open. A second hay storage building is a 
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one-story, metal-frame and metal-clad building. A one-story, shed-roofed equipment shed and animal pen clad with vertical board 

siding is of recent construction. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x_ 1800-1899 
x_ 1900-1999 

2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

X agriculture 
_ archeology 

architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Inventory No. F-1-145 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainmenU 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

Construction dates ca. 1875, ca. 1900, ca. 1920, ca. 1960 

Evaluation for: 

-~X~- National Register ____ Maryland Register ____ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

This addendum to the 1993 Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form was undertaken as part of a reconnaissance-level survey. 

No interiors were examined during the survey. The purpose of the survey was to field-verify building locations, document current 

conditions, update information on changes made to the building since it was last inventoried, and supplement the archival record. 

Surnmarv of Significance 

The Offutt Farmstead is a modest, late-nineteenth-century dwelling occupying an agricultural complex in the Monocacy Valley. 

Several agricultural outbuildings associated with the property include a ca. 1900 barn and several later buildings. The house has been 

altered substantially since its construction and no longer possesses integrity of materials, design, or workmanship to qualify for 

consideration for the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. 

Land-Tenure History 

Research suggests that the property came under Thomas family ownership in the eighteenth century. The Thomas family associated 

with the property originated in England and is differentiated from the area's German Thomas family. Patents referenced in late

nineteenth-century deeds associated with the property included "Hazzard," "Leonard's Beginning," "Gleanings," "Resurvey on 

Hazzard," and "Dry Branch." These tracts of land were patented by Notley Thomas beginning in 1742 (Tracey and Dem 1987:66-

67). By 1850, Otho Thomas (1788-1865) owned the Offutt Farmstead. Though a connection between Notley and Otho Thomas has 

not been established, Otho Thomas may have inherited the property: deed indices do not indicate that he or his father Benjamin 

Thomas (ca. 1737-1816) purchased the property on which the dwelling now stands. 

A house existed on the property by the mid-nineteenth century. An 1858 map showed a house on or near the site of the current 

dwelling (Bond 1858). Otho Thomas owned the property but lived on a neighboring farm (Hitselberger and Dern 1978:220). Thomas 

noted in his 1865 will that Robert Rammenburg was living on the fann, which measured 204.5 acres. A survey associated with 

Thomas' will named the property Farm No. 3 and depicted a house on the property, north of the location of the existing dwelling. 
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Jacob N. Thomas (b. ca. 1837) inherited the property from his father, Otho. Jacob's brothers Charles (ca. 1826-1869) and Otho (b. ca. 

1839) inherited the two adjacent farms. An 1866 Frederick County tax assessment listed Jacob N. Thomas as occupying the Offutt 

Farm, then comprising 197 .5 acres valued at $11,850 (Frederick County Tax Assessments 1866). A weatherboarded dwelling and a 

log barn stood on the land. Tlhe farm passed later from Jacob N. Thomas to his brother Charles E. Thomas. 

After Charles Thomas died in 1869, George W. Snouffer was appointed to sell the farm, then known as Calico Rock Farm. In 1875 

Snouffer sold the property to Thomas N. Harwood (FCLR CMl0-349). Harwood owned several farms and late in his life resided in 

Frederick. Harwood's will of 1902 left the 204.25-acre farm to Henrietta Moler (FCW CESl-283). 

Moler retained ownership of the farm until her death. At one point Moler gave her son and daughter-in-law eight acres, reducing the 

farm to its current 196.25-acre area (FCLR 395-576). After Moler died, the executor of her estate sold the property to Charles F. and 

wife Della L. Main, in 1934 (FCLR 395-576). After Della Main died, Charles Main sold the property to John W. Owens of 

Adamstown in 1945 (FCLR 446-248). In 1945, Owens conveyed the property to Calvin Athey and Lucille D. Athey (FCLR 514-331). 

The Atheys sold the farm after nearly forty years to the Offutt family. In 1981, widow Lucille Athey transferred the property to 

Linwood T. Offutt, Sr., Linwood T. Offutt, Jr. and Helen W. Offutt (FCLR 1163-353; 1164-513; 1198-996; 1754-226). The Offutts 

currently rent the main house and two other buildings on the property (Linwood T. Offutt, Jr., Personal Communication 15 May 

2001). 

Although the land tenure history is associated with the Thomas family (English), the current house on the property appears to date 

from the last quarter of the nineteenth century. The modest dwelling exhibits minimal late-nineteenth-century scrollwork 

ornamentation. The building's exterior appearance has undergone modification, including the installation of asbestos siding and a 

poured-concrete porch foundation. The building's east wall also was rebuilt after a fire ca. 1983. The building is not associated with a 

significant event (Criterion A) or person (Criterion B) and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 

of construction (Criterion C). 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Isaac Bond 
1858 Map of Frederick County. 

Frederick County Land Records 

Frederick County Tax Assessments 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

196.25 
208.25 
Point of Rocks 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Inventory No. F-1-145 

Quadrangle scale: 

The Offutt property lies along both sides of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad northeast of Point of Rocks. From Ballenger Creek 
Pike, the north boundary runs southeast, north, and southeast to meet the railroad right-of-way. The east boundary of the property 
follows the railroad south to a point north of the farm complex, where the boundary again turns southeast along the south border of 
the Vernon and Hines property (map 102 parcel 14). The boundary turns southwest where it meets the south Vernon and Hines 
property (map 109 parcel 1) and continues nearly to Tuscarora Creek Road. At the property's southeast comer the boundary turns 
northwest and runs to Dry Branch, where it turns in a more northerly direction and crosses the railroad right-of-way again. At a 
point east of the MD 464 right-of-way, the property boundary turns west and then northeast to meet the southwest border of the 
Star Concrete property (map 102 parcel 15). The boundaries of the Offutt property continue to follow the south and east sides of 
the Star Concrete property to the point of beginning. The boundary represents the current boundaries of the Offutt property, which 
closely matches the historic boundaries of the property. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Scott Meacham, Architectural Historian 

R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates, Inc. date May 2001 

241 East Fourth Street, Suite l 00 telephone 301-694-0428 

Frederick state Maryland 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name Offutt Farmstead (amended) 
Continuation Sheet 

Number .JL Page 1 

Frederick County Wills 

Hitselberger, Mary Fitzhugh and John Philip Dern 
1978 Bridge in Time: The Complete 1850 Census of Frederick County. Maryland. 

Monocacy Book Company, Redwood City, California. 

Offutt, Linwood T., Jr. 
2001 Personal Communication. 15 May. 

Inventory No. F-1-145 



Offutt Farmstead (Thomas-Harwood Farmstead) (amended) F-1-145 
Point of Rocks vicinity 
Frederick County 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name Offutt Farmstead (Thomas-Harwood Farmstead) (amended) 
Continuation Sheet 

MIHP ti F-1-145 

Point of Rocks, Md.-Va. USGS Quadrangle 
1970, Photoinspected 1981 





F-1-\L.f 5 

Or~uif ~ ~ ri M ., ~ ,, D 

~ n t: ~ E. t?Sc ~ C..eu""'"' ~ 1\-\ ~ n. ~ t.. A /JD 

~ ~~Et?,.::r:I~ G ~ b~NE 

µ. ~ ~00/ 

M'D H c 

M'A -:1 Ho ~J ~12.o~..,. f IJ" RN W 

'I•~ 





'F-\-\"'ic 

0~~011 ~Atc..N~~AC 

-,:=-~rt.'£tL::l t IC (Cuf.J'1 f\ ~ft LAr.Jt. 

k" p·p• t n.:rt- G-n_ A--fJ ~:r N \ 

rv. ~ ~ 2.oo' 

IV'~ *fie 

t Ft:i 1 rf.oosr-J : fH..it. t: l=FK ~ r...E"s"' U.J:.tu. '-Jr; 

2 /10 





~lf":t urr T Rf'< r,_ ~RD 

~ o 'Q..:rc.. ~ Ceu N"l 1'1\ ~n ~ J.. AN 1~ 

tc~ ~ l:. cz.:i "'E G--~ At-- o-:r;... r 

{\A. A ~ '2~o I 

M~ <;il'-o 

.... , 0 





f- \ - 11. =-

D ~ru..,., F fH~. Ms ~ FT-- n 

"f=Q.s:: £) {C.X t. ~ ~ tJ ~'i l M '' ft Y J,. f:l N (J 





"f- ~-P4S 

Oft >"Tr r- An./\' T f t .D 

f::..~:rt tt F"t l ,_ F ..:- ~ '- brN E 

f ii- ft ~ 2.0b I 

M~ rH\ o 

5/10 





"1=" 1-1 l(S" 

C ~ IS, '\ f\ ~t t " E A 

l- f r- ~ t ~ ~ u t Ji / ( A i A- t 

k_ ~'lt\ I :E Q(?.A t L f' L 

(Vt. ~ 

f>t. HkJ 

~ ~ f?"'r Mt""" 1 , FR.OP.,~ ( W t"t lhJrr:::i Sol.frl-I r) ~ 1. S
1 

UX W iJ ~ 





~-\ -II.IS 

D \='°\ \J\' <;: ~ n ~:.. "t f t) 

-;:-n,. ~~ r f?-.. t Q:)u lfr'1
1 

N f< l 1L r\' t 

K. "' \\ ra' Gn 1 ~ h.)\ 

lA.t:. s~ ~0 

R }.I ITT r r ,,, / r L "Fl2et111 tl1 L AJ T-t1c yi L~ (;:rc-w 





r-1-ftfS 
O\t~~ F~' t ,., f P....., 

i:='\t.£~'E l~ (~ UJUIJ"r f+I _ 

k~F\ -:tt r 6-R..1t-1 l:r1 c 

fAL JtfO 





t l- :; 

D ~-U\\ ~;. R '"'- (1- f D 

Y-\l.Et,.rlU"C.r. CooAJ\\ /J.fl Jl..fUJ~ 

*''A '1 H \ 1 I t' G--«.. 1\-IJ t .r" N t. 





r-l-\t.t5 
CYR-~~ ~~ '2.M c- EA Co 

~Q ~ iYr P 1: t tt:" r)J rr'1, tiAA (l '1 L-1\ IJ(, 

k" i1\ µI: Q.T ,.., r GR A f' U J f\, 



F-1-145 
'lhanas-Harwood Farmstead 
Point of Rocks vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1850-1920 

'lhe 'lhanas-Harwood Farmstead is centered on a circa 1850 dwell.in:] whidl may 

have log structure, rut is m::>re likely a frame house, with vinyl sid.in:;J arxi a 

slate roof, with a one-story pordl. 'lhe re.mai.nllg cut:brildi.n:Js include a frame 

bank bani, a frame tractor shed, arxi a secord frame equi:poent shed, all l::uilt 

within the period 1875-1920. Several non-contrirut.in:;J cut:brildi.n:Js arxi two 

residences are also part of the larger group.in:] in which the farmstead is 

locaterl. 'Ihe group is locaterl on the east side of the former B&O Rail.road line 

frcm Point of Rocks to Frederick, in q>en fields with many outcrcp; of the 

breccia known as calico rock. 'lhe farm was called calico Rock Farm by 'lhanas 

N. Harwood arxi his descerrlants frcm 1873-1934. 'Ihe farmstead is minimally 

significant for the architecture of the l::uildi.n:Js, whidl are typical 

representatives of the veniacular styles of the period 1850-1920. 'lhe druble 

entrances of the house link it to the German l:uildi.n:Js m::>re cxmnonly foorxi in 

the northern part of Frederick COUnty. 



F-J-145 
'lhanas-Harwood Farnstead 
Point of Rocks 
Frederick County 

HIS'IORIC a:>NTEXI': 

MARYi.AND a:MPREHENSIVE HIS'IORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DM'A 

Geagraliilc Organization: Piedront 
(Harford, Balti.Ioore, carro11, Frederick, HcMard, M:>ntganery 
Counties, an::l Baltim::>re City) 

ClrronolCXJical/Developrent Period: 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 
Industrial/Urban Daninance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period '!hemes: 
Architecture, Iarrlsc.ape Architecture an::l Omrunity Plannirg 

Resource Types: 

category: Building 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic Function & Use 
Domestic/sirgle dwellirg/residence 
Agriculture/SUl:sistence/animal facility/bani 
Agriculture/SUl:sistence/agricultural out:.ruilding 

Known Design Source: None 



Ml02 Pl6 Survey No. F-1-145 

MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
Magi No. 

Maryland Historical Trust ui~r0 R1c PROPERTIES 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Thomas-Harwood Farmstead; Calico Rock Farm 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2141A Ballenger Creek Pike 

city, town Point of Rocks 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

__]!_not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 

_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__x yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 6th 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name w. Jerome Offutt, trustee - Linwood and Helen Offutt Charitable Trust 

street & number 22 W. 2nd Street telephone no. : 

city, town Frederick state and zip code Md. 21701 

S. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1754 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 226 

city, town Frederick state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 

title MHT Inventory of Historic Properties F-1-195 

date 1982 _federal ~state _county _ local 

.epository for survey records Md. SHPO 

city, town Crownsville state Md. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
~fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-1-145 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDN'llUBUl'ING RESOURCE CXXJNl': 4 

'llle 'lllomas-Harwood Fann.stead is an agricultural carplex centered on a circa 1850 
frame dwelling with three contriruting agricultural a.rt:blildirgs of the period 
1850-1900, am two non-c::ontriruting dwellinJs am several non-contri.Wting 
agricultural a.rt:blil~s, located on the east side of the former B&O Railroad 
tracks about 1-1/2 miles northeast of Point of Rocks, Frederick cnmty, Marylard. 
'!he contril:::uting dwelling is the sart:herrm:lst J::uil~ in the carplex arxi faces 
north. 'llle farmstead is located on generally flat grown with numerous o.rt:crq:>S of 
breccia or calico rock,· which gave rise to the farm's name during the ownership of 
'lllomas N. Harwood arxi his descen:1ants, fran 1873 to about 1930. '!he dwelling has 
been considerably altered in the period about 1980-1982 am the a.rt:blildirgs also 
show alterations in roof material arxi si~. Dates of the J::uildirgs -were estimated 
fran larxi records, historical maps, arxi ardrltectural evidence. 

'llle circa 1850 house may have sane log structure, tut its interior was 
inaccessible for the survey arxi no certain evidence is visible on the exterior. '!he 
general fonu of the house corresporrls to others of the mid-19th century which have 
been verified as log l:uildings. 'llle house is generally L-shaped in plan, with two 
stories arrl a rear wing exterrling frcm the southeast corner. '!he exterior is 
covered with vinyl siding. '!he north elevation has a one-story porch with turnr, 
coltnnns arrl a concrete deck. '!he two inner bays on the first floor conta 
doorways, with m:x:lern replacement doors. '!he windOW'S are 1/1 replacemants also. 
'llle roof of the house is slate arrl the porch roof is starrlin:J seam metal. Interior 
en:i chllnneys rise at the east am west gable en:is. '!he rear wirg has an exterrled 
one-story shed on the west side, probably an enlargenent of an original porch on the 
wing. 

Bank barn: 'llle frame bank barn located north of the house has vertical sidirg arxi a 
corrugated metal roof. On the south gable en:i of the barn is a wagon shed addition 
with a corn crib on the outer side. 'llle stall level on the east elevation is 
partially enclosed by wocd partition walls. Next to the ranp on the west side of 
the barn is a non-contrib.Iting concrete silo. '!he barn ~ to date fran about 
1875-1900, although its interior was not accessible for examination of the interior 
framing structure. 

Tractor shed: '!he frame tractor shed is located west of the barn arxi is a 
rectangular J::uilding with vertical siding arrl a corrugated metal roof. Sli~ 
doors on the east elevation enclose the shed. Its date ~ to be about 1920. 

Frame shed: 'Ihe frame shed located south of the tractor shed is a frame rectan;Jular 
Wilding with gennan siding arrl a corrugated· metal roof. Double swing doors are on 
the east elevation and 3/3 windows are in the north and south sides. Its original 
use is unkna.Yn, tut its fonu suggests it was a wagon shed without the corn crib; of 
the drive-through type. Its date is probably about 1900-1920. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-1-145 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _conservation _ law _science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B x C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'lhe 'lhanas-Harwood Farmstead is minimally significant for the architecture of 
its one contril:ut~ dwell~ arrl the remainirq contril:ut~ cutl:uildirgs. 'lhe 
house is typical in f onn arrl the m:dern finish of the exterior of many mid arrl late 
19th centucy residences in Frederick County. Its double entries connect it to the 
German b.ril~ tradition rather than the synmeb:ical s~le center entrance or side 
hall entrance plans of Erglish origins nnre a:nm::>nly f a.m:i in the Adamstown Region. 
'lhe slate roof, although not usually used in the German house types, is fairly 
c:cmoon in the Adamstown Region, even an m:dest houses. 'lhe house was probably b.rilt 
by otho 'lhanas, the owner of the large tract on which the farmstead is loca:ted, one 
-~ several t:uil~ groups on the property in the 1850 's. 'lhe Isaac Bani map of 

,58 appears to shCM the house, although the reprinted version currently available 
is alnnst illegible in the southern section of the Adamstown Region. On the 1873 
map, the house is shown as one of the several farms owned by '1hanas N. HanJood. 
HaJ:wcxxl purchased the farm in that year arrl his desceniants retained the property 
until 1934. Most of the rema~ contril:utirg outl:uildirgs were probably b.rilt by 
Harwood. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-1-145 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, C.O. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 acres 

a d I Point of Rocks, Md.-Va. ua range name _______ _ Quadrangle scale __ l_:_2_4_o_o_o __ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LU ._I ........__. ____ _ D liJ I I I I 
E LU ._I ............. ____ _ F LL_j I I 
G LU .__I ............. __ _ 

H LiJ 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 3 acres centered on the southerrunost dwellings as shown on the 
attached quad map section, also Tax Map 102, Parcel 16. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date July 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any inf ringernent of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Circ 
Annapolis aryland 21401 

9-2438 

M/ltRY'IJ'U) l"'\i.':);°t'~. ~ ~-
:A-le.:;~ . 

}\)) (X)\(M-lJNj~V ~ 

~"ill:. MD 21032-200:: 
:.,.',~- \. '61A--7l0) 

PS-2746 



Liber/ Folio Grantee 

C J1t1 lo 3 :[_~/)L 
IS-kp-i;t1113 ~ 

~~-?t&o 

Grantor 

Lot Size, Description, 
other Information, 
Original Tracts Cost Miscellaneous 

\' 
~~~~-+-~~~~-----+-~~~~~+-~~~~~~~~+-~~--t~~~~~~ I 

-..... 
I -..... 

~~~~~~~-4~~~~~~~~~~~-1-~~-+-~~~~~~ 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Bond, Isaac, Map of Frederick County, Maryland, 1862. 

Lake, D.J., Atlas of Frederick County, Maryland, 1873. 

Scharf, J. Thomas, History of Western Maryland,Baltimore, 1968. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

ST°"TE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NA ME: TiTLE 

Peggy Bruns Weissman, Architectural Historian 

'.C"GA .N:z1>. TION 
Maryland Historical Trust DATE June 1982 

STR~H & NUMBER 
21 State Circle 

TELE''HONE 

CITY OR TOW"< 
301-269-2438 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officiaily created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· I IOI 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 
F-1-145 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

lEHfSTORIC ~RCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ !400-1499 ~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 ~GRICULTlJRE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _fDUCA TION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITAR!AN 

_ 1700-1799 ~RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC __ THEATER 

X..1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INOUSTIW _POLITICS!GOVERNMENT _OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Thomas/Harwood Farm is significant architecturally for its 
mid-19th century house and barn which are good examples of re
gional vernacular building. The two story, four bay wide, 
gable roofed farmhouse with two interior end chimneys and 
two front doorways is an example of what is known as the 
Pennsylvania farmhouse type and reflects a synthesis of 
building traditions. The four bay facade with double door
ways derives from Germanic building tradition, while the 
regularity of the facade and the two interior end chimneys 
represent the influence of the Georgian tradition. The frame 
barn has a forebay on its east elevation which is a charac
teristic of the Pennsylvania barn type. 

These building forms are more characteristic of central 
and northern Frederick County (where there was heavier German 
settlement) than of the southern part of the county. The 
settlement of this area was dominated by British settlers 
from eastern Maryland. Charles Carroll's "Carrollton Manor" 
included much of this area. Scharf, however, notes that at 
least half of the population in this area was either German 
or of German descent (Vol. I, p. 567). This four bay wide 
house type with double doors is unusual, however, in the 
Point of Rocks - Doubs area. 

The property also holds historical associations with two 
local families, the Harwood and Thomas families. Both are 
listed by Scharf as among the earliest settlers of the Point 
of Rocks area (Vol. I, p. 567). The property is shown on 
the 1862 Bond map of Frederick County as that of O. Thomas, 
and on the 1873 Lake Atlas as that of T. Harwood. 

This property is of local significance; it is not likely 
to be eligible for the National Register. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



I.I DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

.XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

.JSALTERED 

F-1-145 

CHECK ONE 

X...ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Thomas/Harwood house is located at the end of a long 
dirt road leading from the east side of Point of Rocks Road, 
south of the Doubs Power Station. The house and barn are 
situated near the east side of the B&O Railroad tracks, south 
of a small modern house and garage building. The house is of 
frame construction, two stories high, gable roofed, and 
faces north. It has two interior end chimneys, and is four 
bays wide and two bays deep. A one-story hip roofed wooden 
porch with simple wooden ornamentation is located on the 
north facade. This principal facade has two doors located in 
the two central first floor bays, a feature usually associated 
with German building traditions. The house is in good condi
tion and is currently undergoing renovation. 

Located to the north of the house is a large frame barn 
on a high foundation. On the east elevation there is a pro
jecting forebay. On the north gable end of the barn is a 
shed roofed section. The barn is in deteriorated condition, 
with its framing exposed in several places. 

Although the house and barn are still located in an 
agricultural area, the modern house and garage building to 
the north detract somewhat from the setting. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST F-1-145 

MAGI # 1111455404 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Thomas/Harwood Farm 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATIONEnd of dirt road from east side of Point of Rock's Road, 
STREET&NUMBER south of the Doubs Power Station. 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Point of Rocks X... v1c1N1TY oF 

STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Frederick 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

XBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

K_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH XwoRK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_11\j PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

N/A 
_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

dOW~'ER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

:0TREET & NUMBER 

Ci TY. TOWN 

_ V1CINITY OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REG•STGY OF Di'EDS, ETC. 

STREET 3' NUMBE" 

CITY TOWN 

l!REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCJE'NTiFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_ TRANSPORTATiGN 

_OTHER 

STATE , Zlp COQe ___ _ 

Liber >::: 
Folio :t: 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



' '\_ 

.~. 

__,-/ r --... __ ) l, 

-:~_ -<~\) 
! ) 

/ 
I_--...._ 

\\ •. I 

·--~, 
-02' 3C · 

( . 
' 

.· \ ~ 

". . Rol'.k Hall 
•.,._,• 

''( ' ... <. 
'v , -·· 

*~ 
'"-~f; 

' :'-;.o 
1'<' 

• 

~ .. 
,:;~ostat1ori 



.___,, __ --7·, ----------~-·--'-----·-

-:: I 
I 

r 

·' 

~ . . . ... . .1.1 •I 

j!i 

·-'-----·- __ . _ _...:;- ·--~-----·---------------------~--· -
-----~------~-- --~-'---~--'--

-~ ,_..,-_,,___~~---------'-~ • •. l I ..... --.~.-; .~--'-;_l_-;_~:~;;::.!,;•, - .,.•-:."4-! _._,. 

• •. I I 
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Thomas-Harwood Farmstead 
Frederick County 

c.o. Titus, Atlas of Frederick 
Co., 1873 
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Thomas-Harwood Farmstead 
Frederick County 
USGS Point of Rocks, Md.-Va. 
1:24000 
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F-1-145 
Thomas/Glenwood House 
North elevation 
Peggy Bruns Weissman 
June 1982 


