
F-1-159 
carlos de Garmerdia House 
Point of Rocks vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1886-1887 

'!he carlos de Garmerdia House is a two-story frame Queen Anne style house 

l::uilt abrut 1886-1887 with considerable alteration since abrut 1940, includirg 

the renoval of a rooftop cupola or railirq, the probable daoolition of an 

extensive verama, am the awlication of asbestos shirgle sidllg. Its general 

form remains intact, with twin gables on the east elevation am projectirq bay 

w.iniows on both the north am south elevations. M:lst of the win::lows have been 

replaced, l::ut probably once had Queen Anne style sash. A frame Sl1Dk.ehouse am 

a drlcken house remain fran the dcm:stic outtuilfiln3s am a cluster of horse 

barns am sheds is located east of the house. '!he sitin;J of the house on a 

hill is related to de Garmerdia' s enthusiasm for horse racirq am breedirq. He 

l::uilt a half-mile track to encircle the house so that he could observe fran a 

central point, probably the missin;J cupola of the house. Traces of the oval 

track can be seen in the open fields surrowxii.nJ the house. '!he architectural 

significance of the house is minimal because of the loss of many definirq 

features of the Queen Anne style; however, its scale am sitirq suggest its 

original graMeur. '!he potential for arc:'heolCXJical sites of both the historic 

am pre.historic periods on the property, especially alorg TUscarora Creek am 

the boumary with the C&O canal National Historical Park, is str01gly suwartecI 

by artifacts ex>llected by the arrrent tenant. 



F-1-159 
carlos de Garmen:tia House 
TUscarara vicinity 
Frederick Ca.mty 

HIS'IDRIC ~: 

MARYIAND a:MPREHENSIVE HISIDRIC PRESERVATICN PIAN DATA 

Geograplic Organizatioo: Piednalt 
(Harford, Baltinore, carro11, Frederick, Howard, :fok>ntgane.ry 
Counties, an:i Baltinore City) 

Olranological/Develqmmt Period: 
Iniustrial/Urban Dc:minance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'lllellES 
Architecture, I.arrlscape Architecture an:i OJnm.mity Plannin;J 

ResaJrce Type: 

category: Buildixg 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic F\lnctian & Use: 
Danestic/sirgle dwellirg/residence 
Aqriculture/seconiary structure/garage 
Aqriculture/subsistenc:e/anilDal facility/barn 

Known Design Srurce: None 



Ml09 Pl2 Survey No. F-1-159 
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Maryland Historical Trust His:~-· ---~=Ti·:s 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Carlos de Garmendia House (preferred); Tuscarora Stock Farm 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 5115 Tuscarora Road 

city, town Point of Rocks 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
__ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
__ not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

congressional district 

Frederick 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not for publication 

6th 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Potomac Edison Company , Tax Department 

street & number 10435 Downsville Pike telephone no.: 

city, town Hagerstown state and zip code Md. 21740 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 802 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 187 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title MHT Inventory of Historic Properties F-1-159 

date 1982 __ federal ~ state __ county __ local 

dpository for survey records Md. SHPO 

city, town Crownsville state Md. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
~fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ___x__ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-1-159 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

'lhe Carlos de Garmerrlia Hoose is a two-story frame Queen Anne style house Wilt 
about 1886-1887 on the south side of 'l\lscarora Road about 1-1/2 miles east of Point 
of Rocks, Frederick camty, Marylani. 'Ihe house is set back about 1/4 mile frc:m the 
road on a small hill in q>en fields, in which can be discerned the traces of a 
graded circular track aram:i the hill, 1::l.lilt about the same tine as the house as a 
horse racinJ an:i trainirg course. '1he property also contains a small frame 
sm::ikeh.ouse ani a frame chicken house near the house ani a group of barns ani other 
agriall.tural a.rt:b.rlldinJs located about 75 yards southeast of the halse. 
'1he date of the property is based on architectural details arrl lani records. 

'!he dwellin} is a generally square plan l:uildin;J with a two-story rear wing 
ext.erW.n;; fran the scuthwest co:rner. 'Ihe roof is hi:wed with a flat central 
platform which ~tly once had a balustrade or cupola, renoved at an unknown 
date. 'lWin central c:himneys rise above the roof, which is covered with canposition 
material. '!he principal elevation faces east arrl is distin;Jui.shed by twin gables 
over a five-bay facade. 'lhe exterior of the house is currently covered with gray 
asbestos shinJles; hoi.vever, a small section on the rear wing urxler a shelterin} rear 
porch shows that the original exterior was ge:rman sidin;J. 'lhe east elevation has a 
center entrance with a small gable roofed entry porch with a brick platform. '!hr 
scale an:i prcpartions of the house st.ron:Jly suggest that a one-story veraroa o. 
partially erx:irclinJ porch was part of its original~- 'Ihe doorway has 
sidelights ani a tran.san ani a door with arched m:>ldin;J panels. 'lhe win:iaN bays 
have 1/1 replacement win:iows an:i in the gables on the east elevation are circular 
winic:Jws, one with quarterin} muntins, which was probably the original configuration 
of both winiows. '!he eaves are slightly exten:ied. '!he south elevation has a bay 
winiow on the first story am the rear wing has a side porch with a pl}'\¥0CX.i coveroo 
roof. 'lhe oorth elevation has a squared seconi story bay windc:M with paired 1/1 
sash. 'lhe ~ or rear elevation has a one-story porch in the argle between the 
rear win] ani the main section. Its roof suwarts have been replaced with plain 
square posts ani the balustrade is farmed of vertical 2x4 members. A narrc7« gabled 
roofed dormer projects fran the roof over the~ elevatioo. '!he wi.OOcf.r openinJ is 
boarded. '!he interior of the house has been stri-wed of IOOSt of its original 
decoration ani the plaster walls reveal oothi.rg of the original finish. '!he winiow 
an:i door trim is si.nple an:i has been painted in many roans. '!he floor plan is 
irregular in the typical manner of Queen Anne style halses arrl the roan sizes are 
generally rather small. 'lhe ooly remainin;J decorative lNOOdwork ol:served on the 
first floor is a Wilt-in bookcase in the southeast corner roan, possibly i.rrlicatin:J 
that this roan was a library. '!he general contitian of the halse is fair, ani the 
interior shows many areas of deteriorated walls, ceilin:Js, arrl floors. 

'!he two daoostic a.rt:b.rllciin:Js remainirg ~ of the house are probably the 
survivors of a larger set of a.rt:b.rllciin:Js in the original farmstead. '!he one-story 
frame sm::ikeh.ouse has german sidin;J ani a c:nop:isitioo oovered roof. A sin}le door 
openinJ is located in the east elevatioo. 'Ihe lc:n; rect:arr;Jular dlicken house is 
located inm=diately north of the sm::ikeh.ouse. It has a shed o •op:sition roof 

(Continued on separate sheet) 



8. Significance Survey No. F-1-159 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _law _science 

- 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
__x__ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_ agriculture _ economics 
~ architecture _ education 

_ literature _ sculpture 

_art 
_commerce 
_ communications 

Specific dates C. 1886 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_ military _ social/ 
_ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
- industry _ politics/government _ transportation 
_ invention _ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

A B xc D 

A B C D E F G 

national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he carlos de Garmerrlia House is minllnally significant for its architecture in 
the ~een Anne style, although nuch of its integrity has been lost due to 
alteration, reiooval of features, and general neglect and deterioration. '!he sitirg 
and scale of the house suggests that its original appearance was much gran:ier. 
carlos de Garmen:tia bought the fann in 1886 fran Emily L. Harper, one of the 
descerdants of Olarles carro11 of carro11ton, whose carrollton Manor extended 
through a . large section of the Adamstown Region. De Garmerrlia' s personal history 
remains IOOStiy unkncM'l. He was relata:l by marriage to the Baugtnnan family and was a 
well-known race horse breeder, accordin:;J to Grove's History of carrollton Manor 
'1928). '!he fann was known as '"IUscarara stock Farm" in the late 19th and early 

..:;oth century. De Garmen:tia designed the half-mile oval track which encircled the 
house so that he could observe his thoroughbreds in canfort. '!he missirg cupola or 
roof element on the hxlse was un:ioubt:eclly his vantage p:>int. De Garmerrlia 
awaz-ently died al:olt 1940 and his widow sold the farm in 1945. Be'bveen 1945 and 
1969, it passed through several owners, aJ]mi'natinJ with the Potanac Frlison Ccmpany 
which :maintains a power line through the property alcn:J the Potanac River. D.Jrirg 
nuch of the period since 1945 and perhaps earlier, the farmstead was leased and mudl 
of its historical integrity was lost. 

Grove's history of the carro11ton Manor area described a stone barn l::uilt by 
Olarles carro11 of carro11ton on the property and included a pioto dated about 
1920-1925 of the structure. He further stata:l that a mill was operata:l on TUscarora 
Creek by carro11. 'lhe USGS quadran;Jle map shcMs at least two structures locata:l 
sa.rth of the de Garmerrlia house near the edge of the creek, 1::ut these were 
inaccessible for the an:rent survey. It is unkncM1 'Whether any trace of the mill or 
the barn exists, 1::ut the potential for ardleological information remains an open 
question. In addition, the river bottan alorg the Potanac River ard TUscarora Creek 
may contain potential archeological sites of prehistoric and historic periods, sane 
of Wich are probably recorded by the Maryland Historical Trust. 'lhe current tenant 
of the de Garmen:il.a House, Mr. Peter Priest, has ex>llected numerous artifacts of 
both prehistoric and historic periods, irx:ludin:J projectile p:>ints, tools, Civil war 
relics, and items relata:l to the B&O Railroad ard C&O canal. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-1-159 

Grove, William J. History of Carrollton Manor. Frederick: Marken & Bielfeld, Inc. 
1928, 89-90. 

Land Records of Frederick County 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ l_O_a_c __ r_e_s ___ _ 
Quadrangle name Buckeystown, Md. -Va. Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I_.__._..._. ___ !_!_._._ ______ __ oLLJ I I I I 
E L..i_J I I _I ~------ F LL_j I I 
G L..i_J I I -' ....,__._ _____ _ H LL_j 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 10 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 109, Parcel 12 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 . Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept.date May 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



carlos de Garmerxlia House 
Fraierick camty 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

SURVEY NO. F-1-159 

plywood am ~therboard sidin;J' am a bank of dri.cken wire-covered wirrlows 
flanked by a sin]le door near the sa.rt:heast comer. Both of the outb.lildinJs 
are probably contenparary with the late 1880's date of the hoose. A frame 
garage with ~therboard sidin;J is located north of the house, tut appears to 
have been blilt after 1950. 

'lhe barn group oontains a bank bun am a lcn;J open-sided shai, which were 
possibly blilt in the late 1880's as part of a group of horse facilities. 
Considerable alteration to the structures has taken place am they are 
currently used for storage of larDscapinJ am horticultural materials. 'Ihey 
are non-cx::a1Lril:utin;;J structures due to their deterioration, alteration, am 
general loss of integrity. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST F-1-159 

MAGI # 1111595704 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

llNAME 
HISTORIC 0. T. Snouffer Property 

ANOtOR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

South side Route 28, east side Tuscarora Creek 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Point of Rocks ~vic1N1TYOF 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Frederick 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 2LocCUPIEO _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

LBUILDINGISi X_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X_vES RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTAT;ON 

N/A _NO _Mi LIT ARY _OH1ER 

dOWNER OF PROPERTY 

'I'elephone _#_' _: _ 
STREET & NUMBER 

STATE / Zlp C0de--
_ VICINITY OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber i:t: 
;::ul:RTt-iOl;SE Folio ¥: 
REGiSTR" 8F Q>E~D::;, ETC 

STREET & ~ ... J~ .. ~8ER 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION f--!-!59 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The O. T. Snouffer property is located on the south 
side of Route 28, east of the town of Point of Rocks in 
southern Frederick County. The property appears to con­
tain a group of buildings which are shown on historic 
maps and on a current U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle. 
One of these may be a 18th century mill or mill site. 
However, due to difficulty in access to the more southerly 
buildings closer to the Potomac River, only the northern­
most building on the property was seen. 

This building, set back from the road and reached 
by a dirt road, is a large gray, frame house, probably 
dating from the turn of the 20th century. It is 2~ 
stories high, with a pyramidal roof and double cross 
gables on both the east and west facades. The overall 
design and massing of the house reflect late Victorian 
or Edwardian influence and is unusually elaborate for 
this area. Because a house was shown here on mid-19th 
century atlases, there is a possibility that either an 
earlier house was replaced by the present structure or 
was incorporated into it. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHfSTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RE UGI ON 

400-1499 X-A,RCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500· 1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTAT!ON 

X....1900· _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

At this time, the O. T. Snouffer property is signifi­
cant architecturally primarily for its large turn of the 
century house, which is unusually elaborate for this area. 
The other buildings thought to exist on the property, shown 
on historic and current U.S.G.S. maps, need to be verified 
and assessed for any additional significance. The 18th 
century mill (or mill site) in this vicinity indicated on 
Varle's 1808 map of Frederick and Washington Counties 
could be of special interest, either architecturally or as 
a possible historic archeological site. 

The 1862 Bond and 1873 Lake atlases of Frederick County 
show buildings at this location, owned by O. T. Snouffer 
and called "Manor Farm". The Snouffers owned many proper­
ties in the surrounding area and were among the area's 
earliest settlers, according to Scharf (Vol. I, p. 567). 

Although this property needs further fieldwork and 
research in order to properly assess its level of signifi­
cance, available information indicates that it may possibly 
be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES f-1-15~ 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IDJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

--------------------------------------~~ STATE COU"<TY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Peggy Bruns Weissman, Architectural Historian 

ORGAN!ZATIO!'I 
Maryland Historical Trust 

Dt>TE 
June 1982 

STREET & NuMBER TELEPHONE 
21 State Circle 301-269-2438 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 
Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act o~ the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
.l> .• rmota ted co.je of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS• 1101 
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