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The R. J. Snouffer Farm is located on the west side of
New Design Road, at the intersection of Oland Road, in an agri-
cultural area south of Adamstown. The farm contains a large
brick house and a number of barns and outbuildings. The com-
plex is approached via a long tree-lined driveway from New
Design Road ans is surrounded by many large trees.

The large brick house is composed of a 2% story, 5-bay
wide, gable roofed main block with a lower 2% story, 3-bay
wide, gable roofed wing on the north end. The main block is
set on a high foundation, and its roof is steeply pitched,
giving it additional height. There are double chimneys in
each gable end wall. The principal (east) facade is Flemish
bond and the sides and rear are common bond.

The principal facade contains a fine central doorway with
a round-arched fanlight and sidelights. The doorway is reached
by an unusual brick stairway supported by a graceful brick
arch. All windows are 6/6 double hung sash and have jack
arches. Three dormer windows are located on the east side of
the roof. On the west elevation, a stair hall window is loca-
ted between floors. The interior of the house was not seen
on this field visit. The outbuildings located to the west
and north include a large bank barn to the north of the house.
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The R. J. Snouffer Farm is important architecturally
for its unusually early and large brick house which may date
from the first quarter of the 19th century. The late Georgian/
Federal Style house is extremely refined in its design, pro-
portions, and detailing, especially in view of its location
in rural southern Frederick County. The house is in good
condition and exterior alterations appear confined to the north
end of the wing.

Although the house is not one of the large "Plantations
and Farms" shown on Varle's 1808 map of Frederick and Washing-
ton Counties, its design suggests a possible early 19th
century (or earlier) date. It is shown on the 1862 Bond atlas
of Frederick County as the property of R. J. Snouffer, and
labelled "Carrollton". The 1873 atlas listing of "Principal
Professional and Business Men and Producers" in the county
lists B. J. Snouffer and gives his date of settlement as 1814.
The Snouffers were among the earliest settlers in the area
(Scharf, Vol. I, p. 567) and owned many farms here.

This property is of state or national significance and

would likely be eligible for listing in the National Register
of Historic Places.
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