
F-1-190 
J. Franklin Thomas Fannstead 
AdamstcMn vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1845-1940 

'!he J. Franklin Thomas Farmstead is corrposed of a brick dwell~ J::uilt 

about 1878-1880 with a log rear wing which may date from about 1845-1850. 

other buildings in the fannstead are a frame bank barn of about 1875-1880, a 

frame wagon shed/com crib, a log smokehouse, and a chicken house converted to 

a garage. '!he dwelling is o:rnamented with an unusual dentil cornice with 

"nailhead" trim and two painted and grained slate mantelpieces of the 1880's. 

'!he log wing is covered with vinyl siding and the log smokehouse has german 

siding. These two structures probably pre-date the brick main section of the 

house, which has a one-story porch arrl segmental arched openings. 'Ibis part 

may date from about 1878-1880 when J. Franklin Thomas purchased the fann fran 

his father and remodeled the existing dwell~ and J::uilt the bank barn. '!he 

elder Thomas had bought the property in 1845. J. Franklin Thomas was kncMn as 

a profitable farmer who went on to buy other properties in addition to the 

subject f ann. Its significance is based on the log construction of the win; 

and the smokehouse and the unusual trim arrl fine slate mantels of the brick 

section. 



F-1-190 
J. Franklin 'Ihomas Fannstead 
Adamstown 
Frederick county 

HISIORIC ~: 

MARYIAND a:MPREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geographic organization: Piedmont 
(Harford, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery 
Counties, and Baltimore City) 

Orronological/Development Period: 
Agricultural-Irrlustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 
Industrial/Urban Dominance, A.O. 1870-1930 
Modern Period, A.O. 1930 - Present 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'Ihenes: 
Architecture, I..aOOscape Architecture and camnunity Plannirg 

Resource Types: 

category: Building 

Historic Enviromnent: Rural 

Historic Function & Use 
Domestic/single dwelling/residence 
Dornestic/secorx:lary structure/srcokehouse 
Agriculture/SUbsistence/animal facility/barn 
Agriculture/SUbsistence/animal facility/chicken coop 

Known Design Source: None 
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Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873 
Williams, T.J.C., & Folger McKinsey. History of Frederick County, 1910. Reprinted 

Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1979 1432-1434. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ s_a_c_r_e __ s ____ _ 

Quadrangle name Buckeys town, Md. -Va. Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I aw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c Li.J ._I .........__.. ____ __. D LJj I I I I 
E l___Ll ._I .........__.. ____ _ 

F l.i.J I I 
G Li.J ._I .........__.. ____ _ 

H LU I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 5 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 94, Parcel 12 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & zoning Dept. date July 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 
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8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_140~1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
- agriculture _ economics 
~ architecture _ education 

Survey No. F-1-190 

_ landscape architecture_ religion 
- law _science 
- literature _ sculpture 
- military _ social/ 

- 150~1599 
_160~1699 

_170~1799 

~ 180~1899 
_x_ 190~ 

_art - engineering _ music humanitarian 
- exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
- industry - politics/government _ transportation 
- invention _ other (specify) 

_commerce 
_ communications 

Specific dates c. 1845 - c. 1940 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B iC D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G -
Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe J. Franklin 'Ihornas Fannstead is no:lerately significant in architecture 
principally for the vernacular style of the brick section of the dwelling arrl the 
log construction of the rear wing and the SIOOkehouse. 'Ihese are ccmron features in 
the mid 19th century building context in Frederick County. 'Ihe distinguishing 
features of the 'Ihomas house are the articulation of the dentil cornice arrl the 
interior painted slate mantelpieces. 'Ihe house was probably originally the 
two-story log section which is nCM the rear wing, b.l.ilt possibly in the late 1840's 
after the fann was purchased by George 'Ihornas of Heray (1798-1883). His son J. 
Franklin 'Ihomas (1843-1921) fanned the property for seven years prior to l::uying the 
">?,7-acre fann from his father in 1878. Accordin;J to Williams & ~'s 1910 

.story of Frederick County, J. Franklin 'lhanas "reroodeled the dwelling, b.l.ilt a 
bank tarn, and all needed outbuildings, arxi by scientific management of the lrurl 
made it one of the fine farms of the district. For some years he had a very 
extensive and profitable dairy." 'Ibis account appears to be consistent with the 
apparent sequence of construction in the existirg hlildirgs. 'Ihe profitability of 
the 'Ihornas family farms throughout the Adamstown Planning Region is revealed in the 
often fine decorative details, such as the unusual cornice ard the slate mantels in 
the J. Franklin 'Thomas house. 

Some of the other 'Ihomas family farms in the Adamstown Region with similar 
distinguishing characteristics are the Dutrow-'Ihanas Fannstead (F-1-175) ard the 
castle-'Ihomas Farmstead (F-1-191). 'Ihese houses were also built by previous owners, 
but the subsequent 'Ihomas owners added interior ard exterior features as well as 
more outbuildings which are nCM ele.mants in their historical significance. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
~fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-1-190 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

cnNI'RIBUl'ING RESOURCE Cl)tJNI': 5 

'!be J. Franklin 'Ihomas Farmstead is a formerly agricultural carplex, llCM 

principally a private residence, centered on a two-story brick dwellirg Wilt about 
1850 with a log rear wing and its associated danestic and agricultural outl::llildirgs, 
including a log smokehouse of about 1850, a frame chicken house of the early 2oth 
century converted to a garage and storage shed, a frame wagon shed/coni crib of 
about 1875, and a frame and stone bank barn of about the same date. A 
non-contriruting concrete block milk house remains near the f ourdation of a dairy 
barn which burned on January 30, 1993. Several non-contr.ib.ltirg structures Wilt 
from the mid-1950's to the 1980's are also in the grouping. 'lhe farmstead is 
located on the north side of cap stine Road about 200 yards northwest of the 
intersection with Ballenger Creek Pike (?-t:l. 180) near Adamstatm, Frederick County, 
Maryland. '!be house stands on a knoll and faces southeast, with the outl::llildirgs 
located north and northwest of the dwellirg. '!be open fields surroon:lirq the 
farmstead make it fully visible from both cap stine and Ballenger creek Pike. Dates 
for the b.lildings are based on land records, local histories, historical maps, and 
architectural details. 

'Ihe dwelling is painted white, as are m:>st of the outtuildirgs. '!be southeast 
elevation has five bays with a center entrance and a one-story porch with i\ 

projecting central pavilion over the steps to the concrete porch deck. '!be pore. 
colllllll1S are square with fluted panels and the pordl roof has a dentil cornice. '!be 
door and window openings have segmental arches with articulated brick keystones. 
'!be doo:Na.y has a two-light transom and sidelights. '!be door has arched mldirg 
panels. '!he sash is 2/2. '!be cornice has a dentil mlding with railhead-like 
b.lttons on each dentil. '!be roof is patterned slate with interior em chimneys. 
'!be south elevation has two bays with 2/2 windows and two 2/2 attic wirxlows. '!be 
north elevation has only the 2/2 attic windows. '!be rear wirg exten:is fran the 
southwest corner of the main section. It has vinyl sidirg coverirg german sidirg 
over the log structure. One-story shed porches are on both the north and south 
sides of the wing, each with chamfered posts and conugated matal roofs. I..an:i 
records and local histories suggest that the wing may have been Wilt arourxi 
1845-1850, prior to the erection of the brick main section. '!be wirrlows in the wing 
are 6/6 with louvred shutters. '!be interior of the house has been considerably 
altered in ternlS of wall and floor finishes, tut the two parlors flankin;J the 
central hall have painted and grained slate mantelpieces typical of the 1880's. '!be 
door and window surrounds have b.111' s eye corner blocks and fluted frames. '!be 
stairway has a scroll-sawn closer decoration. 

Smokehouse: 'Ihe one-story log SllDkehouse is located north of the house and has 
gennan siding and a corrugated iootal roof over the original shirgles. A vertical 
board door is located in the south elevation. '!be gables on the east and west 
elevations are flush vertical boards. '!be SllDkehouse dates from at least about 1850 
and may be as old as the log rear wing. 

Olicken house/garage: 'Ihe fraioo chicken house is located northwest of tl 
dwelling. Possibly milt about 1910-1920, the b.lildirg is a rectangular structur.__ 

(Continued on separate sheet) 



M94 Pl2 Survey No. F-1-190 

Maryland Historical Trust "MARY[AND-INVENTORY OF 
State Historic Sites Inventory ~o;0.01 ~ PPnoc-prirc~ 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic J. Franklin Thomas Farmstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 3663B Cap Stine Road _ not for publication 

city, town Adamstown _x_ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_A building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 

_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_x___ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names a~d mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Paul M. & Blanche M. Biser 

street & number 3663B Cap Stine Rd. telephone no.: 

city, town Frederick state and zip code MD 21701 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 514 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 102 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _ state _ county __ local 

.epository for survey records 

city, town state 



J. Franklin 'Ihamas Fannstead 
Frederick County 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

SURVEY No. F-1-190 

with vertical board and gennan sicli.rg and a corrugated metal shed roof. 
According to Mr. Paul Biser, the current owner, the vertical sicli.rg was 
originally part of a wood stave silo that was clem:>lished in the 19SO's. When 
the chicken house was converted for use as a garage, an enlarged ~ on the 
north end was made. A second garage section is an addition on the north end. of 
the chicken house. It has board and batten sicli.rg and a gable corrugated metal 
roof. 

Wagon shed/com crib: 'Ihe frame wagon shed with corn cribs is located north of 
the garage. It appears to have been Wilt during the period 1875 to 1900 and 
has vertical board siding and a corrugated metal roof. 'Ihe drive passage is 
oriented to the south. 

Bank barn: 'Ihe frame tank barn was probably Wilt about 1875-1880, acx::ording 
to the historical account in Williams & McKinsey's History of Frederick County 
(1910) on J. Franklin 'Ihornas. It has board and batten and vertical sicli.rg with 
a corrugated metal roof over the original shingles. Louvred vents in arched 
openings are on all elevations. 
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