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Eli Cllarles Renn Farnstead; ''Woodlawn" 
Adamstown vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1820-1840; ca. 1885-1900 

'lhe Eli Cllarles Renn Farmstead is centered on a two-section frame dwellin;J 

in the Queen Anne style Wilt about 1885 with a one-story brick rear wing Wilt 

about 1820-1840 an::i its two stone outl::uildings, a snnkehouse an::i a springhouse, 

also Wilt durin;J the period of the brick section. Also remainirg is a frame 

an::i stone bank barn Wilt about 1900, located on a hill south of the danestic 

group. 'lhe Renn Farm.stead is moderately significant for the architecture of 

the house, which has the characteristics of the QJeen Anne style in its corner 

polygonal turrets, hipped roof with an observation platform, shingled gables, a 

deep veran::ia on three elevations, an::i cast iron roof finials. 'lhe twin turrets 

of the main facade are also representative of a local ruildin;J trerrl in the 

Adamstown-Buckeysta.m area durin;J the height of the Queen Anne style's 

popularity in the last quarter of the 19th century. '!he house was originally 

Wilt by a Renn ancestor possibly in the period 1820-1840. In 1884, Eli 

Cllarles Renn (1860-1946) inherited the property fran his father John H. Renn 

an::i proceeded to reioodel the existin;J house. 'lhe exparxied house an::i farm were 

called ''Woodlawn". By 1900, Renn had also erected a large frame bank barn 

which is a typical representative of the late 19th century bank barn. In 

recent years, the house has been considerably altered on the interior, with the 

kitchen currently located in the fo:rmer south parlor, the wocxi trim refinished, 

an::i modern wall coverin;Js an::i floors. 
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HIS'IDRIC ~: 

MARYIAND Cllll'REHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATICN PIAN DATA 

~c Organization: Piedloont 
(Harford, Balt:im::>re, carro11, Frederick, Howard, Montganery 
Counties, an:l Balt:im::>re City) 

Cllronological/Develqm:mt Period: 
Agricultural-In:lustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 
In:lustrial/Urban Dominance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period '!hemes: 
Architecture, I.arrlscape Architecture an:l Ccmmmity Planning 

Resource '!YPes: 

category: Building 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic F\mction & Use 
Dcmastic/sin;Jle dwellin;J/residence 
Dcmastic/secon::1ary structure/SlOOkehouse 
De.mastic/ secon::1ary structure/other deperxiencies 
Agriculture/SUJ::sistence/anllnal facility/barn 

Known Design Source: None 



Survey No. F-1-192 M85 Pl45 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory 

,:MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
-...HISTORIC PROPERT\ES 

Form 

Magi No. 

x 
DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Eli Charles Renn Farmstead; "Woodlawn" 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 5159 South Renn Road _ not for publication 

city, town Adamstown x__ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_x__ private residence 
_religious 
_scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Robert C. Milligan et al 

street & number 14300 Gunpowder Road telephone no.: 

city, town Laurel state and zip code MD 20707 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1867 

street & number 100 W. Patrick St. folio 1006 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _ federal _ state _ county __ local 

Jeposltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
- deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
___x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-1-192 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDNTRIBUl'ING RESOURCE (X)tJNl': 4 

'Ihe Eli Cbarles Renn Fannstead is a fC>rJierly agricultural complex, rKM a private 
residence, centered on a circa 1885 frame Queen Arme style house with a one-story 
brick rear wing possibly dating fran the first quarter of the 19th cenb.n:y arrl its 
assoc:iated outl::uildings, which include a stone snokehouse arrl a stone springhouse, 
both of the first or second quarter of the 19th century, arrl a frame bank barn of 
aOOut 1900. Several non-contri.ruting concrete block outl::uildings are located near 
the barn. 'Ihe farmstead is located in open fields near a small stream on the south 
side of South Renn Road about 1/2 mile east of U.S. 15-340 near Adamstown, Frederick 
County, Marylarrl. A IOOdern housing developnent is located north an:i northeast of 
the complex near South Renn Road. 'lhe principal elevation of the house faces west 
arrl the barn arrl agricultural outb.ri.ldings are located on a hill south of the 
house. Dates for the b.rl.ldings are based on architectural evidence arrl larrl 
records. 

'lhe dwelling is a two-story frame b.rl.lding with twin corner turrets bracketi.rq 
the west elevation arrl a one-story verarrl2 exten:1ing on the north, west, arrl south 
elevations. 'Ihe errl of the verarrl2 on the south elevation has been enclosed with 
glass panels. 'Ihe one-story brick wi.rq ext:en::3s from the southeast corner of the 
frame section. 'Ihe exterior of the house is covered with gennan siding arrl the 
corner turrets have patterned wood shirgles on the exterior walls. 'lhe hipped roof 
is covered with COl11p:)Sition material, possibly replacing original wood shirgles or 
patterned slate, which were canroc>nly used on similar houses of the same period in 
the Adamstown arrl Buckeystor.vn areas. A widOV1's walk or otservation platform with a 
plain raili.rq tops the center of the roof. cross gables with shingles face in each 
direction. 'Ihe turrets are terminated in cast iron finials resembling eagles in 
flight. 'lhe west elevation cross gable between the turrets has a centered 1/1 
windOVI. 'lhe facade has three principal bays with the polygonal turrets forming two 
additional bays. In the center bay of the sec:orrl story is a pair of 1/1 wirrlows 
with replacement metal shutters. 'Ihe center entrance has a dianorrl-patterned 
transom arrl sidelights flankin;J double paneled doors with elaborately scrolled 
hardware. 'Ihe porch has tunied columns arrl scroll-sawn brackets. 'lhe brick rear 
wi.rq is painted white arrl has 6/6 sash urrler gauged brick arches with replacement 
metal paneled shutters. 'lhe roof is covered with corrugated metal. 'lhe floor plan 
of the house has been altered with additional walls on the main floor arrl the 
interior finishes have been much altered in wall coverl.rqs. 'lhe wood trim has been 
stripped arrl refinished. An rmusual mantel in the present dining rocm is located in 
a corner arrl has flanking turned columns with a central globe feature. 'lhe original 
floori.rq is laid in a diagonal pattern arrl the original south parlor, rKM the 
kitchen, has a modern hardwood floor over the original floor. Interior shutters 
flank the wirrlows in the main rooms. 

Smokehouse: '!he stone snokehouse is a square 00.ilding located northeast of the 
house. It has a concrete plastered exterior painted white with a single vertical 
tongue-arrl-groove door in the west elevation. 'lhe hipped roof is covered with 
corrugated metal. It appears to have been 00.ilt about 1820-1840. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-1-192 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_K__ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Ca. 1840; Ca. 1885-1 ts'i.qlder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B x c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe Eli Olarles Renn Fannstead is m:x:ierately significant for the Queen Anne 
style architecture of its circa 1885 dwelling arrl the stonemason:ry techniques 
illustrated in the two remaining outh.rildin:Js of the period 1820-1840. 'Ihe brick 
original section of the house, currently the rear wing of the Queen Anne main 
section, was possibly l::uilt between 1820 arrl 1840 by a Renn ancestor on larrl which 
was purchased as early as the 1730 1s. 'lhe main section of the house with its corner 
polygonal turrets, shingled exterior walls, e.xterxied verarrla, arrl observation 
platform, was l::uilt about 1885 by Eli Olarles Renn (1860-1946) , who inherited the 
farm from his father John H. Renn. Eli Renn a~ly called the remodeled 
Cann.stead ''Woodlawn". 'Ihe Queen Arme style was then in its heyday in Frederick 
...:ounty, with the work of l::uilders in Adamstown arrl Buckeystown recxJgnized as being 
the leaders. 'Ihe Renn House shows many of the most popular elements of the national 
style as well as local variations. 'lhe corner turret became a signature of the 
Adamstown Region l::uilders, either singly or in pairs. Both nationally arrl locally, 
patterned shingle gable walls arrl entire walls were characteristics of the Queen 
Anne style. Varied rooflines, with ba.lustrades, hipped arrl towered profiles, arrl 
often patterned wood or slate coverings were also cx:nm:>n. In the Renn House, the 
original roof covering has been replaced, l:ut the cast iron finials arrl the form of 
the observation platfonn or widow's walk remain in place. Eli Olarles Renn was also 
responsible for the bank ba.rn, which is a Irore c::::c::xmronly fourrl representative of the 
bank ba.rn of about 1900. Several examples of the same period are extant on other 
fann.steads in the Adamstown Region. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-1-192 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 
Williams, T.J.C., and Folger McKinsey. History of Frederick County, 1910. Reprinted 

Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1979, 1169-1170. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 10 acres 
Quadrangle name Buckeystown, Md. -Va. 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALJ I I 1 I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ l.__..__._.,,____,I ~I~_._-----
E LJ...J I I ~' .......__.._._._.. __ 
GLJj I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

aw 111 I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

oL.i.J ~I ~1 ............ ...-.._I ~l ~......_--~ 
F LLJ I I .._I ........... __.__ __ 
H LiJ I I 

Approximately 10 acres centered on the main dwelling, including the bank barn south 
of the house, and the springhouse and smokehouse on Tax Map 85, Parcel 145. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & zoning Dept. date July 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Histori rust 
Shaw House 
21 Sta ircle 
An olis, Maryland 21401 

301) 269-2438 

M~ HST'OOCAl TRUST 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMlv1UNl1Y PLACf: 
CROWN&VU£. MD 21032-~ 

.. 614-7«1> 

PS-2746 



Eli Cllarles Renn Fann.stead.; ''Woodlawn" 
Frederick County 

7.1 Description (Continued) 

SURVEY No. F-1-192 

Springhouse: 'Ihe stone springhouse is located southwest of the house with the 
sprirq flowirq through the fourrlation toward the north across the front lawn of 
the house. 'Ihe building is also covered with cement plaster an.:i painted 
white. 'Ihe roof is hiwed with a::tuposition coverirq an.:i the sirqle door in the 
east elevation is torgue-an.:i-groove. 'Ihe springhouse is probably of the same 
date as the SlIDkehouse. 'Ihe two stone buildirqs were urrloubtedly part of the 
original brick dwellirq's outbrilding group. 

Bank barn: 'Ihe bank barn is located at sane distance to the south of the house 
on a hill. 'Ihe non-contrib.Itirq concrete block structures are clustered arourxl 
the barn, principally on its north an.:i east sides. 'Ihe barn itself was 
probably built about 1900, based on its torgue-an.:i-groove siding on the upper 
structure an.:i the m::>re finished stonemasonry of the fourrla.tion. Louvred vents 
with arched tops pierce the walls. 'Ihe roof is both starrlirg seam an.:i 
corrugated ~tal. Scire of the vents have been closed off with ~tal sheets. A 
concrete block addition on the south gable errl was added :possibly in the 1940's 
or 1950's for tractor storage. 



1 
t ····-·--f .. ---

~ 
I 
L-----·· 

r-···-
, 

,..-- ... _ 

r. -
I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
,. I 

...•. JQ:,. ·--·· -., 
I 
! 

... , , 
O\~ 
~o 

I 

i• 
··-·· :r.:::. _ - - -~ 

,' 

,:-.\ f~ j ~ / 

f-,..1\ 

I -
1

1 

: : 1"' -------.... 

'. ~ t 

! l 

't .... 

- J 1'· q•. . .. •···· .. ··- --~1 

i; 

F-1-192 

----r -----· r 
. I : 

' I 
~ 
-~ 

I· 
I 

I 
t 

I 
I 

·Eli Charles Renn Farmstead 
Frederick County 
Present first floor plan provided 
by Michael Milligan 
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Eli Charles Renn Farmstead 
Frederick County 
c.o. Titus, Atlas of Frederick 

County, 1873 
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