
F-1-195 
'Ihanas Sinn Farmstead 
Adamstown vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1876-1910 

'lhe 'Ihanas Sinn Farmstead is significant in architecture for the Italianate 

style of the main dwelling, a large two-story brick house with paired arched 

winiows ard a projecting center bay with a full pediment ard semi-circular 

winiow. Jib winiows on the south elevation hint at a missin:J porch on that 

side, while the full-width porch on the east elevation ~ to be a 

replacement of a nore decorative original porch. 'Ihe hiJl)E!d slate roof 

probably had a central tc:Mer, cupola, or ob:;ervation platfonn, tut it has been 

reiooved. 'lhe interior has 14-foot ceilin:Js on the first story. 'lhe remainirq 

contril:utin:J outl:uilclirgs are a frame bank barn, a wagon shed/com crib, a 

chicken house, ard a tenant house. All except the tenant house date fran the 

period 1875 to 1910. '!he tenant house, which was not available for 

documentation in this survey, may be a much older house which was nvantioned in 

Grove's History of carrollton Manor as a 1-1/2 story house occupied by elderly 

'Ihomas brothers arourrl the Civil War period. 



F-1-195 
'lhanas Sinn Farmstead 
.Adamstown 
Frederick county 

HISIORIC CX>Nl'E>cr': 

MARYI.AND a::MPREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geogl:"aprlc Organization: Pia:hoont 
(Harford, Baltiloore, carroll, Frederick, Howard, M:>ntganery 
counties, ard Baltim:>re City) 

Cbronological/Develqmant Period: 
Agricu.ltural-Irxiustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 
Irxiustrial/Urban D:minance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period '!hemes: 
Architecture, ramscape Architecture arrl camm.mity Planning 

Resource Types: 

category: Building 

Historic Enviromnent: Rural 

Historic F\Jnction & Use 
Dcmestic/sirqle dwellirq/residence 
Aqriculture/SUbsistence/anhnal facility/barn 
Aqriculture/Slll:sistence/storage/granary 

Known Design Source: None 
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Ml03 P30 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate preferred name} 

historic Thomas Sinn Farmstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2722A Buckeystown Pike 

city, town Adamstown 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 

_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. F-1-195 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes x no 

congressional district 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

6th 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Barbara T. Buty & Robert W. Truland 

street & number 15330 Darnestown Rd. telephone no. : 

city, town Germantown state and zip code MD 20874 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1465 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 113 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _ local 

Jepository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
....x_ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x__ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-l-lgS 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

cnNIRIBUI'ING RESOURCE CDUNI': 5 

'!he 'Ihcmas Sinn Farmstead is centered on a two-story brick Italianate dwellin;J 
tuilt about 1876 arrl its remainirg contril:utin;J outblildirgs which include a frane 
bank barn of about 1875-1900, a frane chicken house of about 1900-1910, a wagon 
shed/ corn crib of about 1900, arrl a tenant house which was not accessible for 
survey, but may have been tuilt in the first half of the 19th century. '!he 
farmstead is located on the west side of Buckeystam Pike (M:i. 85) about 0.2 mile 
south of Adamstown Road near Adamstown, Frederick County, Marylarrl. '!he fannstead 
starrls in the middle of open, flat fields within full view of both Buckeystavn arrl 
Adamstown Roads. '!he principal elevation of the Italianate house faces east, with 
the outl:uildin;Js located south arrl southwest of the house. '!he tenant house is 
located at the south erd of the group, at sane distance fran the other l::uildirgs. 
Both dwellirgs are occupied as rental residences. Dates for the tuildin;Js are based 
on architectural evidence, local histories, larrl records, arrl historical maps. 

'!he main dwellin;J is a large, two-story brick mansion with a two-story rear wirg 
extenc:lin;J fran the northwest corner. '!he low-pitched hipped slate roof has a 
central gable over the projectin;J center bay of the east elevation arrl exterded 
eaves above the rather plain cornice. large houses on other properties in the area 
have evidence of ol::servation platfonn.s or widows' walks on the roofs. '!he Sinr 
House has four central chimneys; h.c:Mever, it seems likely that the house may als. 
have had a silllilar feature. A central eleI'OOI'lt such as a ta.Yer or railed platform is 
a characteristic of the Italianate style. '!he first story has a full-width vera.OOa 
with square posts on a concrete deck. '!he porch probably had m:>re decoration in the 
form of brackets arrl trim in its original form, based on the appearance of porches 
of silllilar dated houses in the vicinity. '!he walls are painted white. '!he wirrlows 
on the east elevation are paired on both stories, with rourxl arches arrl m:>lded hoods 
on the second story. '!he sash is 4/4. '!he first story wirrlows have flat arches 
with 4 / 4 sash. '!he central gable has a full pedi.n:mt with a centered semi-circular 
wirrlow lightirg the attic. '!he center entrance has double, arched panel doors with 
glazed upper sections arrl a four-light transcm. '!he south elevation probably 
originally had a full-width porch as well, because the three bays on this side have 
jib wirrlows on the outer bays. Although the lower panels have been sealed arrl 
covered with plain wood panels, the flanking louvred shutters are the full height of 
the openings. Each wirrlow on this elevation has a m:>lded lintel arrl 6/6 sash. '!he 
north elevation also has three bays, with evidence of later brick infill below the 
center opening, sug<;Jestirg that a doorway was at this location in the original 
design. '!he two story rear win;J has a slate roof arrl three bays on both the north 
arrl south elevations. '!he south side also has a two-story open porch with plain 
balustrades on both levels. '!he sash is 6/6. A two-story shed roofed sirgle bay 
brick addition is attached to the west erd. '!his addition is clearly a later 
construction, rut its date is unknown. A boarded doorway is on the north elevation 
arrl a small two-story porch on the south side has a frame-enclosed, extended first 
level. '!he current tenant of the main dwellin;J, Mrs. Hanuoond, related a local 
tradition that this addition was tuilt for black servants of the owners, rut the 
date is unknc:Mn. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-1-195 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
- art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates C. 1876 - 1910 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B x C 

A B 

national 

D 

c D E F G 

state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe 'Ihcmas Sinn Fannstead is highly significant for the design of the main 
dwelling, a good example of Italianate architecture of the mid-1870's. 'Ihe national 
style was daninant fran the 1850's to the 1880's, and nn::al. examples in Frederick 
County are infrequent. HCMever, the Adamstown Planning Region (historically the 
Buckeysta.m Election District) has many large mansions in the same large scale as 
the Sinn House such as the Archibald T. Snouffer Fannstead (F-1-165) . 'Ihe Snouffer 
House is a more canplete Italianate house, with a bracketed cornice, original porch 
trilll, elaborate interior trim work, and intact jib wirrlows. 'Ihe Sinn House, by 
contrast, is 1:uilt with the same high ceilings and inpressive facade, rut the trim 
·'0th interior and exterior is more restrained. 'Ihe paired arched windows, low 
_tipped roof, and full pedllrent with semi-circular window are the IOOSt inp::>rtant 
exterior Italianate characteristics. 'Ihe agricultural outl::uildi.n'Js are :minllnally 
significant urrler the architectural thene, their types being well represented in 
other fanns throughout the CX>U11ty. 'Ihe full significance of the tenant house, 
possibly the original dwelling on the fann, dating fran the early 19th century, has 
not been fully researched. 

'Ihe Italianate dwelling was 1:uilt by 'Ihcmas Sinn, according to Grove's History 
of Carrollton Manor and it was considered one of the showplaces amon;r the large fann 
properties 1:uilt on the fonner Carrollton Manor. Sinn was involved in slave 
trafficking, sanetimes with George Kepiart, another well-knam slaveholder of the 
1840's and 1850's. Little else is Jcna.m about Sinn, except that he was a Southern 
sympathizer during the Civil War, as were IOOSt of the fanners in the Adamstown 
Region, and he ~tly had a son who served in the Confederate Arrey. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-1-195 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858 
Grove, William J. History of Carrollton Manor. Frederick: Mailsen & Bielfeld, Inc. 

1928; 92, 113, 164. 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ 5_a_cr __ e_s ___ _ 

Quadrangle name Buckeystown, Md.-Va. Quadrangle scale l: 24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LiJ ,__I ......__.,-----

D LJj I I I I 
E L..i_J ,__I ......__.., ____ _ F LL_j I I I 
G Li_J ,__I ....__._ __ _ 

H LU I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 5 acres centered on the main dwelling on Tax Map 103, Parcel 30 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date July 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state 
MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Circl 
Annapolis aryland 21401 

9-2438 

MAAYl»l) ~ musT 
DHCP/DHCO 

100 COMMUNJTY Pl.ACE 
CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-2023 

-:::. 1 A-7 .l./Yl 

PS-2746 



'Ihanas Sinn Farmstead 
Fre::lerick CO\mty 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

SURVEY No. F-1-195 

'Ihe interior of the house has 14-foot ceilin;J heights on the first story. 
'Ihe center hall has painted plaster walls am. a central molde::l plaster 
medallion with an early 20th century bargin;J globe light. 'lhe turned newel 
p:>st am. stair railin] are dark-stained, p:>ssibly mahogany. Scroll-sawn 
closers mnament the stairway. 'Ihe door trim is pine am. the doors have six 
panels. In the rear wing secorrl story, the trim is grained. Mantelpieces in 
the main floor are rather simple molde::l 'wood am. the floors appear to be the 
original hard'wood boards. 

OUthrildings: 

atlcken house: 'lhe frame chicken house may have been ruilt about 1900-1910. 
It has torgue-aM.-groove sidin;J am. a starrlirg seam metal she::l roof. It is 
locate::l west of the dwellin;J. 

Bank barn: 'Ihe frame bank barn is locate::l south of the house has weathere::l, 
white-painte::l torgue-am.-groove sidin;J with painted arched ''vents" which were 
apparently painte::l over with whitewash am. reveale::l when weatherin;J took 
place. 'Ihe tongue-aM.-groove sidin;J, the vertical board enclosed stall level 
on the south, am. the generally more coursed stone foumation strongly suggest 
that the barn was ruilt in the late 19th century. A non-contri.J:::utin;J concrete 
silo starrls next to the ranp on the north elevation. 'Ihe property also 
contains a non-contril:uting concrete block dairy barn am. milk house. 

Wagon she::l/corn crib: 'Ihe frame wagon shed/com crib is locate::l west of the 
bank barn. 'Ihe north am. south elevations have gennan sidin;J which is rather 
deteriorate::l. 'Ihe east am. west corn cril:s have vertical board sidin;J. 'Ihe 
roof is corrugate::l metal am. is also deteriorate::l. 'Ihe date of the wagon she::l 
is probably about 1900. 

Tenant house: Although inaccessible for this survey, the tenant house at the 
south errl of the farmstead is mentioned here because historical records 
irrlicate that it may be an early 19th century structure, predatin;J the main 
dwellin;J. It ~ fran a distance to have artificial sidin;J am. is a 1-1/2 
story ruildin;J with exterior alterations. Grove's History of carrollton Manor 
(1928) has a brief mention of the house as bein;J very old when Grove was a 
youth durin;J the Civil War am. occupie::l by George am. Peter 'Ihanas, two very 
old men. 'Ihese were probably George 'Ihanas (1785-1869), a bachelor, am. his 
brother Peter (1793-1873), a widower, who, with a third bachelor brother Jahn 
(1782-1841), CMned the property fran 1834 to 1873. Further research am. field 
examination are necessary to conclusively identify the ruildin;J am. evaluate 
its significance. 
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F-1-195 
Thomas Sinn Farmstead 
Frederick County 
USGS Buckeystown, Md.-Va. 
1:24000 
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