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F-1-204 
Dixon-Murray Fannstead 
Feagaville vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1830-1901 

'Ihe Dixon-Murray Fannstead is a good exarrple of the preservation of an 

early 19th centm:y log structure by adapting it as the rear service wing of an 

early 20th century house. Built as a sirrple two-bay structure about 1830, 

probably by James Dixon, the log house was later covered with gennan, then 

asbestos shingle siding. In 1907, a two-sto:ry frame house with shingled cross 

gables was l:uilt adjoining the log structure by Harvey J. Murray. A shingled 

gable was added to the log structure to unify it visually with the newer 

section. 'Ihe 1907 section was m::xlif ied in recent years with the addition of a 

two-sto:ry extension on the north side. In the 1830's, a small log smmner 

kitchen or snokehouse was l:uilt near the log house an::l in 1907, a small bank 

barn an::l several agricultural outl:uildings were l:uilt west of the house. 



F-1-204 
Dixon-Murray Farmstead 
Feagaville 
Frederick County 

HISIORIC mNTEXI': 

MARYIAND crt-1PREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geograpric Organization: Piedrront 
(Harford, Baltim:>re, carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montganery 
Counties, arxl Baltim:>re City) 

Olronological/Developrent Period: 
Agricultural-Irrlustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 
Irrlustrial/Urban Dominance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'Ihemes: 
Architecture, I.an:lscape Ardritecture and Ccmnunity Planllirg 

Resource Types: 

category: Buildin;J 

Historic Envirornnent: Rural 

Historic F\Jnetion & Use 
Dcmestic/single dwelling/residence 
Dcmestic/secorrlary structure/kitchen 
Agriculture/SUl:sistence/animal facility/bani 
Agriculture/SUhsistence/agricultural outblildin;J 

Known Design Source: None 



Tax Map 85, Parcel 86 MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
Survey No. F-1-204 

Maryland Historical Trust -.~ISTORIC PROPERTIES 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes Xno 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Dixon-Murray Farmstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 6003 Elmer Derr Road _ not for publication 

city, town Feagavi l le ____!_ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryl and county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
_district _public _X__ occupied _ agriculture _museum 
l building(s) _x_ private _ unoccupied _commercial _park 
_structure _both _ work in progress _ educational _X_ private residence 
_site Public Acquisition Accessible _ entertainment _religious 

_object _in process _Lyes: restricted _ government _ scientific 
_ being considered _ yes: unrestricted _ industrial _ transportation 
_..x_not applicable _no _military _other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Nancy Carol Rollman 

street & number 6003 Elmer Derr Road telephone no. : 

city, town Frederick state and zip code MD 21701 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1278 

street & number 100 W. Patrick St. 
folio 363 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

.epository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
-----X- excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins __X_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
j{_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-1-204 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

OONI'RIBUI'ING RESOURCE COUNT: 4 

'Ihe Dixon-Murray Farmstead is centered on a two-story log and frame dwelling 
built in two periods, about 1830 arrl about 1907, with the two sections clearly 
defined by the exposed log structure of the earlier section which became the rear 
wing of the 1907 house. 'Ihe farmstead also includes a log sununer kitchen or 
smokehouse of about 1830, a frame arrl stone b:lnk barn of the early 2oth century, and 
a rCM of attached frame sheds of the sarre date. 'Ihe farmstead is located on the west 
side of Elmer Derr Road about 1/2 mile west of Ballerqer Creek Pike near Feagaville, 
Frederick County, Marylarrl. 'Ihe property is separated from Feagaville by U.S. 
15-340 and by Ballerqer Creek. 'Ihe principal elevation of the house faces east. 
Dates of the ruildings were based on lard records, architectural details, and a 1907 
dated stone gatepost. 

'Ihe original section of the house is a two-story log structure which until 
recently was covered with asbestos shingles over gennan siding. '!he interior of the 
house was much altered during the latest in an on-going rem:ldeling of several 
stages. 'Ihe south elevation of the log Wilding was apparently its principal 
elevation. It has two bays and a central cross gable with a shingled surface, a 
feature added in 1907. 'Ihe door in the west bay arrl the windows and frames are 
recent replacements. 'Ihe wirrlows are 6/6. 'Ihe 1907 section is a two-story buildiJY 
with gennan siding, a cross gable with diairo:rx:l-patterned tiles and , 
Palladian-influenced wi.rrlCM, arrl a one-story porch. 'Ihe east elevation has three 
bays with a center entrance. 'Ihe glazed panel door has a plain transom. 'Ihe first 
story windows are large 1/1 openings with replacement shutters. 'Ihe seco:rx:l story 
wirrlows are rrore narrow and the shutters have recently been rerroved. 'Ihe porch has 
charnf ered posts, the inner two being original a:rx:l the outer two being recent 
matching replacements. A small scroll bracket adorns the p::>Sts. 'Ihe roof is 
covered with CXJitlfOSition material a:rx:l interior chimneys rise at the north and south 
gable e:rx:ls. 'Ihe south elevation has a single off-center bay a:rx:l a shingled gable. 
'Ihe north elevation has a rrodern addition recently completed. It encompasses the 
north side of the original log structure arrl has a cross gable on the east 
elevation. 'Ihe addition is covered with vinyl siding. 

sununer kitchen/smokehouse: 'Ihe log structure located south of the rear wing of the 
main house has the appearance of a summer kitchen, with vertical siding, a reb.ti.lt 
exterior brick chimney and a vertical tongue-and-groove door flanked by a large 6/6 
wi.rrlCM in the east elevation. 'Ihe roof is covered with corrugated metal. A single 
windCM opening is in the west elevation. According to Ms. Rollman, the current 
owner, the interior was blackened by smoke, i:rx:licating that it may have served both 
cooking and smoking purposes in its years of d~ic use. It is now a storage a:rx:l 
garden shed. 'Ihe building was probably built about 1837 with the original section 
of the house. 

Barn: 'Ihe small b:lnk barn appears from its sawn interior members to have been built 
about 1907 at the time of the corresponding addition of the main house. It has 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
_ agriculture _ economics 
____X_ architecture _ education 

Survey No. F-1-204 

_landscape architecture __ religion 
_law _science 
_ literature _ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ _ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_X_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_art 
_commerce 

_engineering _music humanitarian 
_theater 

_ communications 

Specific dates c.1830-1907 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government 
_invention 

Builder/ Architect 

B _x_c D 

B c D E F G 

national state A__local 

_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe Dixon-Murray Farmstead is primarily significant in architecture for the log 
structure of the circa 1830 section of the dwelling. '!he joining of the two 
sections, the log wing arrl the frame main section of about 1907, is a good 
illustration of the preservation of an existing early 19th century structure to 
serve as the service wing of an early 20th century house. niough this was a 
fr0:Illent occurrence in the 19th century, the Dixon-Murray House is a very clear-cut 
example, owing to recent removal of artificial siding on the log section. '!he log 
house was probably 1::uilt by James Dixon, according to testimony taken in an 1855 
0:Illity case involving the property. Although no deeds were produced in the case to 
substantiate Dixon's aCXIUisition of the originally 28-acre parcel, one Frlward Schley 
;tated for the record that James Dixon died in May 1835, leaving a wife, Sqirla, who 

died about 1852, arrl eight children, anong whom was Benjamin Dixon, one of the 
complainants in the 0:Illity matter. Schley said Dixon died leaving real estate near 
Phleeger's Mill (on Ballenger Creek) arrl that it was "l::ut a srna.11 house arrl lot". 
In the a1:sence of other records to the contrary, this seems to refer to the log 
house. 'Ihe outcome of the case was that George Hardt purchased the property for 
$1200 in April 1856. Although the intervening transfers are \U'lC::lear, in August 
1872, Joshua T. Mw:ray bought the fann for $850 arrl in 1897 conveyed it to Harvey J. 
Murray, who was probably the l::uilder of the 1907 section. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-1-204 
Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
Land Records of Frederick County. 
Titus, C.0., Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ~6~ac~r~e_s~---­
Quadrangle name Frederick, Ma rvl and 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ._I_.__._ ___ ..._._! _! ......__.._.___... __ 
E Ll_J I I ._I .......__._.__ __ 

GLJ_J I I ._I......__.._.__ __ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 85, Parcel 86. 

Quadrangle scale l · 24000 

Bw I I I 
Zone Easting 

'=""'"":-:-'-__ ........,I I I I I 
Northing 

D LJj I I ............ _._ _____ I ~I ........... _._ ................ _ 
F LL_j I 
H LJ.j 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zani ng Dept. date August 1993 

street & number Frederick, MD 21701 telephone 6 96-2958 

city er town state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State C · e 
Annapo ·s, Maryland 21401 
( 269-2438 

MARYLAND HlSi{,~~CAL musr 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMMUNl1Y PLACE 
c;oowNSVlU.E. MD 21032-2023 

i-
-514-7600 

PS-2746 



Dixon-Murray Fannstead 
Frederick county 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

SURVEY No. F-1-204 

has vertical sidin;J an::i a st:arxtin;J seam metal roof. Its sidin;J is partially renoved 
arrl sarewhat deteriorated. Ms. Rollman plans to restore the missin;J siclin;J. 

Sheds: 'Ihe rCM of attached frame sheds north of the barn includes two open-sided 
equipnent sheds with vertical sidin;J arrl corrugated metal shed roofs. Between the 
two equipoont sheds is what appears to be a dtlcken house with vertical sidin;J arrl a 
shed roof. A horizontal win:iow opening is in the east elevation. A secorrl small 
chicken house stan:is by itself between the sheds arrl the dwellin;J. 'Ihese 
outb.lildin;Js all appear to date fran al:x:ut 1907. 
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