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Rufus Zimmerman House 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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Ruf us Zimmerman House 
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The Rufus Zimmerman House is a very fine Victorian farmhouse built 
in 1890 by Zimmerman, soon after he purchased the property for 
$15,876 from Joseph D. Baker and George William Smith. 

The buildings is an ell shaped two story gable roofed corrmon bond 
brick residence, five bays wide, with a two arched paneled door 
with recessed paneled entrance, brackets, pedimented hood and five 
light transom located in the third bay. A one story open porch 
with decorative columns and brackets extends across the front of 
the building. The roof is attached to the building by an unusual 
stepped brick cornice with brick dentils. 

1890 

According to Williams, History of Frederick County, "he (Rufus 
Zimmerman) has greatly improved his property, putting up a comfort
able two story brick dwelling, a bank barn, and convenient outbuild
ings. It is a fine dairy farm and Mr. Zimmerman has a large trade. 
His place, which is in a high state of cultivation, is numbered 
among the most desirable properties in the district. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Rufus Zimmerman House 

The building is a two story gable roofed common bond brick residence which 
faces west from the east side of New Design Road at the intersection of 
Ballenger Creek Pike. 

The ell shaped brick structure is built on a low random stone foundation. 
The principle facade is five bays wide. The main entrance, a two arched 
paneled door with recessed paneled entrance brackets pedimented hood and 
five light transom with two side lights is located in the third bay. 
Located in the remaining bays on both the first and second levels are 
double hung 6/6 windows with decorative wood lintels. A one story open 
porch with decorative columns and brackets extends across the front of 
the building. 

The replaced asphalt flank gable roof is attached to the building by an 
unusual stepped brick cornice with brick dentils. 

The rear brick addition with a two story open porch appears to pre-date 
the front part of the building. Remains of a creamy yellow wash are 
evident on the south side. Eight bays, six of which are paneled doors 
with three light transoms enter onto the porches on the first and 
second levels. 

Original brick chimneys are located on the east, north and south gables 
of the building. The upper brick part of the south gable of the house 
has been removed and repaired with cinder block. Twin brick chimneys 
flush with the gable flank this alteration. 

A frame bank barn with louvered air vents, scalloped bargeboard and 
unusual eliptical louvered vents located in each gable is located 
south of the main residence. 

Both buildings are in fair condition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Rufus Zimmerman House is a very fine Victorian farmhouse built in 
1890 by Zimmerman soon after he purchased the property for $15,876 
from Joseph D. Baker and George William Smith.1 

According to Williams, History of Frederick County, "he has greatly 
improved his property, putting up a comfortable two story brick dwelling, 
a bank barn, and convenient outbuildings. It is a fine dairy farm, and 
Mr. Zimmerman has a large trade. His place, which is in a high state 
of cultivation, is numbered among the most desirable properties in the 
district.2 

!Frederick County Land Records, Liber WIP 11; Folio 98. 

2will iams, p. 1090. 
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Cherilyn Widell, Sites Analyst 
ORGANIZATION 

Frederick Capnty Office of Historic Preservation 
STREET & NUMBER 

12 East Church St .• Winchester Hall 
CITY OR TOWN 

Frederick 

DATE 

8/15/78 
TELEPHONE 

663-8300 
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Maryland 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{301) 267-1438 
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