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W. Ramsburg House 
New Design Road 
Frederick 

c. 1880 

The W.Ramsburg is an ell shaped two story frame farm residence which 
has undergone little change since first constructed in the late nineteenth 
century. The building is covered by a variegated fishscale slate roof. 
Two paneled doors with two light transoms are located in the second and 
third bays on the first level. One entrance was used for the regular 
part of the house whereas the other was used exclusively by visitors 
using the parlor. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The W. Ramsburg House is an ell shaped, gable roofed frame residence 
which faces west from the east side of New Design Road, It is a very 
typical small fann residence which has undergone little change since 
first constructed in the nineteenth century. 

The main facade is four bays wide; two paneled entrance doors with two 
light transoms are located in the second and third bays on the first 
level. A two bay wide open frame entrance porch with dentiled frieze 
extends from the front of the building in the second and third bay. 

Located in the remaining bays on the first level are double hung 2/2 
windows with louvered shutters. Identical windows are located in each 
bay on the second level. 

A four bay wide original rear frame addition with two story open porch 
extends to the east side of the building. 

The entire structure is built on a low random fieldstone foundation. 
The building is covered by a variegated slate roof with fishscale 
patterning. An original corbeled brick chimney straddles the gable 
at the north and south ends of the residence. The roof is attached to 
the building by a boxed cornice with a return. 

A small white picket fence encloses a yard south of the residence 

A brick silo and barn in ruins is located east of the building as is 
a small frame outbuilding 
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W. Ramsburg House is a Victorian Gothic residence which has not been 
changed since it was built in the late 19th century. It is similar 
to many frame farmhouses in the county but retains two front entrances 
one to the regular part of the house and one to the parlor for visitors 
which have been changed on most houses of this period. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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