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Licksville 
Private 

c. 1830-1890 

The town was the site of Greenfield Mills, probably built by Isaac 
McPherson of Baltimore. When offered for sale by the trustees of 
his estate on July 23, 1831, the mill was described as a four-story 
stone structure with four pairs of six-foot burrs, packing eighty 
to one hundred barrels of flour a day. The Greenfield Mills Post 
Office was established in 1836. Currency issued by the Frederick 
Town Branch Bank, dated "Greenfield Mills, Maryland January 1, 1838", 
shows the mill building. The 1850 Census lists Meredith Davis as 
owner of the water mill worth $25,000 bushels of 11 offhaul 11 worth 
a total of $61,000. Davis's estate was offered for sale in 1858, 
the mill equipment being described as 11 almost new. 11 In the 1860 
Census the Robert Brothers are listed as owners of the mill. An 
1872 Atlas shows Greenfield Mills as owned by B.V. Newcomer and 
J.L. Roberts. The Patron list in the Atlas lists James L. Roberts 
as postmaster, who settled in the area in 1860 and manufactured 
the celebrated 11 High Grade Flour. 11 The 1886 General Directory of 
Frederick City listed farmers, a shoemaker, blacksmith, wheelwright, 
general store owner, and grist and sawmill owner at Greenfield 
Mills. Fire destroyed the mill in the 1890's. Only a sawmill and 
a few houses remain in the community. 
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An operating sawmill, two houses, and a vacant stone building 
remain. An old mill race is evident. 
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The town was the site of Greenfield Mills, probably built by Isaac 
McPherson of Baltimore. When offered for sale by the trustees of his 
estate on July 23, 1831, the mill was described as a four-story stone 
structure with four pairs of six .. foot burrs, packing 80 to 100 barrels 
of flour a day. The Greenfield Mills Post Office was established in 
1836. Currency issued by the Frederick Town Branch Bank, dated 
"Greenfield Mills, Maryland January 1, 1838", shows the mill building. 
The 1850 Census lists Meredith Davis as owner of the water mill worth 
$25,000 with three employees and output of 12,207 barrels of flour, 
and 25,000 bushels of "offhaul" worth a total of $61,000. Davis's 
estate was offered for sale in 1858, the mill equipment being described 
as "almost new". In the 1860 Census the Robert Brothers are 1 isted as 
owners of the mill. An 1872 Atlas shows Greenfield Mills as owned by 
B.F. Newcomer and J.L. Roberts. The Patron list in the Atlas lists 
James L. Roberts as postmaster, who settled in the area in 1860 and 
manufactured the celebrated "High Grade Flour". The 1886 General 
Directory of Frederick City listed farmers, a shoemaker, blacksmith 
wheelwright, general store owner, and grist and sawmill owner at 
Greenfield Mills. Fire destroyed the mill in the 1890's. Only a 
sawmill and a few houses remain in the corrmunity. 

(See F-1-128 - James Doll House) 
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