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George Hosselback House 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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F-1-31 
George Hosselback House 
Buckeystown 
Private 

c. 1824 

The George Hosselback House, a two and a half story ell 
shaped brown coursed stone residence ~s located in t~e ce11ter 
of Buckeystown. 

The stonework and pointing of this building and two stone' 
buildings immediatelyacross the street is exceptional. In fact 
according to a Frederick newspaper account dated September 30, 1939 
Frank Lloyd Wright on a tour of Frederick County stopped at the 
south wall of the house and stated that it was 11 the most beautiful 
wall in the United States, not only because of the color and texture 
of the stone, but because of the stonework and proportions as well. 11 

The house was built by George Hosselback soon after he purchased 
the land from Ignatius Davis in August, 1824. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC The George Hosselback House 

AND/OR COMMON 

EILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Intersection of Manor Woods Rd and Rte 85 Sixth E. D. 1 

CITY. TOWN 

Bue keys town _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP xsTATUS 

"*DISTRICT PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_BUILDINGIS) ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Howard T. Smith 

STREET & NUMBER 

P.O. Box 51 
CITY. TOWN 

Bue keys town _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

liJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SUR VEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Frederick 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL --XPRIVATE RESID~11<CE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPOR: ATIO'< 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE I zip code 
~iaryl and 

Liber #: 444 
Folio #: 553 

STATE 

21717 

_FEDERAL --5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 
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II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE X CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

- . ' 

_EXCELLENT 

X..GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

*UNALTERED 

_ALTERED _MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The George Hosselback House, built in the first half of the nineteenth 
century, is a large ell shaped two and one-half story coursed stone 
residence which faces west from the southeast intersection of Manor 
Woods Road and Route 85 in Buckeystown. 

The principle facade is three bays wide and two bays deep. The main 
entrance, a replaced paneled door with three light transom and side 
lights, is located in the third bay. 

Occupying the remaining bays on the first and second levels are large 
replaced 2/2 windows with wood lintels. According to an oral history 
account, the windows were changed at the request of Charles Thomas, who 
hired the stone mason working on the United Methodist Church to do the 
work in 1896. Additional windows were also added to the south side of 
the building. A two story original stone addition, four bays wide, 
extends to the rear of the main block of the building. The structure 
is built on a random stone foundation and is covered by a slate flank 
gable roof with plain boxed cornice. A two story frame second porch 
extends to the rear of the building in the northeast corner; was added 
in the 1940 1 s. Original brick chimneys straddle the roof on the north 
and south ends of the building. A third brick chimney is located on 
the east gable end of the brick addition. 

The stonework and pointing of this building and two stone buildings 
irrmediately across the street is exceptional. In fact, according to 
a Frederick News Post account dated September 30, 1939, Frank Lloyd 
Wright on a tour of Frederick County st_opped_ at the south wall of the 
Hosselback house and stated that it was "the most beautiful wall in 
the United States, not only because of the color and texture of the 
stone, but because of the stonework and proportions as well". 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTUR~ -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 ...h.RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_x 1800-1899 -COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1824 BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT George Hosselback 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The George Hosselback House, one of the oldest residences 
in Buckeystown and according to Frank Lloyd Wright, a house 
which had 11 the most beautiful wall in the United States" was 
probably built soon after George Hossllback purchased the land 
from Ignatius Davis for $320 in 1824. 

Upon Hosselback 1 s death in the 1860 1 s, his ex2cutor Benjamin 
A. Cunningham sold the property to David Thomas. 3 In 1888, Elizabeth Thomas sold the house to Charles Thomas, 
an entrepreneur who owned much of the property in the town during 
this period. 

In 1929, his wife Sarah, sold the property to Annie Nicodemus4 
who lived in the house until the 1940 1 s when it was sold to the 
current owners. 

1 
2 
3 
4 

Frederick County Land Records 
II 

II 

II 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

Liber JS21 Folio 87 
II JWLC 3 II 438 
II Wip 6 II 386 
II 372 II 134 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cherilyn Widell, Site Analyst 1978 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 694=1063 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Winchester Hall Frederick Md. 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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