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St. Mathew's Evangelical Lutheran Church (Emmanuel Trinity 

Lutheran Church) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 11-18-2019 
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DESCRIPTION

The Emmanuel Trinity Lutheran Church located at 4004 Ballenger Creek Pike is a one-story, gabled-roofed Carpenter Gothic
style church with a three-story central belfry and a fapade partially clad with decorative shingles set on two acres of land. The

ground floor is three bays wide and features a radial fan light above the doorway. Doors and some windows appear to be of
early construction if not original. Polychromatic decorative shingles cover the fapade from the top of the main entrance door

pediment up to the open belfry.   The exterior walls below this are clad in vinyl.  A two-story,  concrete block ell built in  1960
extends from the south end of the main church building and features five bays, including an entrance door. The ell is built into
the slope so the lower level windows nearest the main church are at or below grade. Immediately south of the building on the

property  is  an  approximately  0.5-acre  cemetery  with  an  estimated  238  headstones,  circa  1820.  Some  stones  are  etched  in
German and are the interments of the early German immigrants and their descendants.

ARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIHW

cLigtjeb:I::yrec°£:endedB*c
E]igibi[ity not  recommendedDConsiderations:    A         8         C         D         E         F         G        None

Comments:

J4` -I.' I ,\ J€- .---    +
1..7                                                                                    :.:`   I,   `:;   I   :---\:`,...`.

lRev/q!;I,,:ffi;?i¥eiervation services                               3' \ q \ `?ate

`        ke+iewJr,`NmpTograin                                                                1        I    Irate
Revised Oct 25, 2014

i;SDI,\,|\(,3,*5+i



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
NR-ELIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Continuation Sheet No.  1

a

MIIIP No:   F - I - tJ

Across Ballenger Creek Pike is an additional section of the cemetery known as the "Manor Cemetery," an approximately 2.8-
acre cemetery with an estimated 211  headstones, dating to circa  1794. The cemetery is divided into two distinct sections. The
south  section  is  made  up  of two  closely  placed  interments  with  headstones  arranged  "back-to-back,"  and  features  older
headstones, most of which have been engraved with German epigraphs. The north section contains more headstones with dates
ranging from the 1880s up to the present.

HISTORY

The first church on this property was a log-hewn chapel and parsonage built in  1768 near the site of the current structure. The
land had been donated two years  previously by  Charles Carroll  of Carrollton.  Various  German  Protestant  sects  worshipped
together here until  1812, when a new building was constructed to house  a "union" congregation of Reformed and Lutheran
worshippers.  A  brick  building  was  erected  in  1840,  the  location  of which  is  depicted  on  the  1858  Bond  A4crp  a/Frederz.ck
Coa!#ty located on the bank of the South Tuscarora Creek. The church is depicted on the east side of the unflnished road that
would become known as Ballenger Creek Pike. In the 1873 Lake j4//as o/FrecJerj.ck County, the church is depicted in the same
location. The existing cemetery is shown on the map in its current location, next to a property labeled "S. Whip." This structure
lasted until the present church was built in  1893, relocated to the opposite side of the road. At that stage the congregation was
made wholly Reformed church. The current structure, named on the comerstone "St. Matthews Evangelical Lutheran Church,"
originally cost $4,000 to build. It was lighted by kerosene until  1936.

The southern section of Manor Cemetery consists of the interments of the German Thomas Cemetery, located approximately a
mile away,  which was moved to this  site in  1968.  The dates on the headstones located in the northern section would seem to
corroborate  this,  as the  earliest dates  on the  headstones  coincide  with the  approximate  dates of the  previous  1840  church's
demolition at that location. Both sections of the cemetery contain the remains of members of the most prominent early German
settlers  in  southern Frederick  County,  including the  Thomases,  Remsbergs  (Riemsberger),  and Zimmerman  families.  These
settler families owned large farmsteads that impacted the development of the landscape and economy of the region for decades.

ASSESSMENT

The Emmanuel Trinity Lutheran Church located at 4004 Ballenger Creek is recommended to be eligible for listing in the State
and National Register of Historic Places (S/NRIIT) according to National Register Criteria A and C, due to its association with
the early German settlement patterns of Frederick County and its  influence on the local culture (A) and for its  high level of
integrity of architectural  design and original  construction  (C).  It  is  an  excellent example  of a  late-nineteenth  century  church
built in the Carpenter Gothic style found prevalent throughout the region, mostly in residences. The site is associated with the
religious life of the earliest German immigrants and includes a cemetery with members of the original settler families interred.
In  addition,  the  church's  eligibility  satisfies  the  National  Parks   Service  (NPS)  Criteria  Consideration  A  for  Religious
Properties,  as  well  as  Criteria  Consideration  D  for  Cemeteries,  as  the  church  and  graveyard  derive  their  significance  from
architectural  and  historical  value  rather  than  religious  characteristics,  including  the  historic  associations  of  the  interred
individuals, the age of the burial ground, and the vernacular German design aesthetics of the original headstones.
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I F-I-4   2018-09-1101
View to the south-southwest toward the Emmanuel Trinity

Lutheran Church and cemetery.

2 F-14   2018-09-1102
View to the west toward the southern section of Manor

Cemetery, with Emmanuel Trinity Lutheran Church beyond.
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St. Mathews Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Adamstown 
Private 

Saint Mathews Evangelical Lutheran Church is a one story rectangu
lar gable roofed white frame church and an excellent example of 
late Victorian Carpenter Gothic architecture. The main entrance 
is a twin paneled door with an etched glass four light transom. 
Above the doorway and extending to the belfry tower is decorative 
fishscale shingle work. The belfry is an open frame structure 
with decorative millwork and a swinging bell intact. 

According to William's History of Frederick County, a congregation 
was meeting in the vicinity of the church as early as 1784. In 
April 1831, the congregation was officially organized by Reverand 
John H. Smaltz, paster of the reformed church in Frederick. In 
1840, the congregation joined the Jefferson and Loudon groups in 

1893 

a preacher circuit. For more than fifty years, the group worshipped 
in a union chapel with a Lutheran congregation. 

In the spring of 1893 the building committee, Stephen A. Thomas, 
George W. Myers, E. T. Waskey, C. F. Zimmerman and S. C. Thomas 
bought out the Lutheran interest in the Union Chapel, razed it and 
constructed the present building at the cost of $4,000.1 

lwilliams, T. J. C., History of Frederick County, Maryland, P.493 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
H1sToR1c Saint Mathews Evangelical Lutheran Church 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

West Side Ballenger Creek Road E.D. 1 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

_ v1c1N1TY OF Adamstown 
STA TE COUNTY 

Maryland Frederick 
D CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC l_oCCUPIED 

-1eUILDING(S) XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X...YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME St. Mathews Evangelical Lutheran Church 

STREET & NUMBER 

West Side Ballenger Creek 
CITY. TOWN 

Adamstown _ v1c1N1TY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Frederick County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

North Court Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Frederick 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PA;:!K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT ){_RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

STATE / 

Maryland 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

zip code 
21710 

_FEDERAL _$TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



fl DESCRIPTION 

X...EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X.-ALTERED 

r- /-"-! 
CHECK ONE 

x_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Saint Mathews Evangelical Lutheran Church is a one story rectangular 
gable roofed white frame church which faces east from the west side 
of Ballenger Creek Pike in an area known as Church Hill. 

The church is an excellent example of late Victorian carpenter gothic 
architecture. The principle facade is three bays wide; a belfry tower 
extends forward of the main block of the building in the second bay. 

The main entrance, twin paneled doors with an etched glass four light 
transom is located in the second bay. Above the doorway and extending 
to the belfry tower is decorative fishscale shingle work. The belfry 
is an open frame structure with decorative millwork and a swinging bell 
intact. A pyramidal roof with tell' finial covers the belfry tower. 
Located in the remaining two bays are simple double hung 1/1 windows. 

The building is four bays deep with double hung 4/4 windows with louvered 
shutters. Two original small shed roof frame additions extend the rear 
of the structure. The entire building frame is built on a coursed ran
dom stone foundation. A standing seam tin gable roof with a hip to 
the rear covers the building. 

A one story modern cinder block addition is located southwest of the 
original building. 

A cemetery is located immediately south and across Ballenger Creek 
Pike, east of the building. Graves dating into the eighteenth century 
and printed in German indicate early settlements in the area. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

0 ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 LRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_x 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1893 BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to William's History of Frederick County, a congregation 
was meeting in the vicinity of the church as early as 1784. In April 
1831, the congregation was officially organized by Reverand John H. 
Smaltz, paster of the reformed church in Frederick. In 1840, the 
congregation joined the Jefferson and LoUdon groups in a preacher 
circuit. 

For more than fifty years, the group worshipped in a union chapel with 
a Lutheran congregation. 

In the spring of 1893 the building corrmittee, Stephen A. Thomas, George 
W. Myers, E. T. Waskey, C.F. Zimmerman and S.C. Thomas bought out the 
Lutheran interest in the Union Chapel, razed it and constructed the 
present building at the cost of $4,000.1 

lwilliams, T.J.C., History of Frederick County, Maryland P. 493 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Williams, T.J.C., History of Frederick County, Maryland Regional Publishing 
Company, 1967 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cherilyn Widell. Sites Analyst 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

STREET & NUMBER 
Frederick Coimty Office of Historic Preservatjon 6119178 

TELEPHONE 

12 East Church St .. Winchester Hall 663-8300 ext. 266 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Frederjck Maryland 21 ?Ql 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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