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Sara Duvall House 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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F-1-42 
Sara Duvall House 
Buckeystown 
Private 

Circa 1824 

The Sara Duvall House is an ell shaped two and one-half story 
coursed random stone residence. The main entrance is an original 
four panel door with three light transom in recessed paneled 
entranceway. 

The history of Sara Duvall's House is closely related to the small 
stone commercial building located next door. 

The land upon which the house sits was once part of Carrollton 
Manor, but was sold by Charles Carroll to John Darnall in 1764 
and renamed 11 Good Luck. 11 In 1794, the property was sold to Philip 
Sinstack, a merchant, and in 1805 George Buckey purchased the land. 

The exact construction date of the house and store is not known, 
however, deed exchanges and selling price indicate that the George 
Hossellback House, Stone House Pottery, and Sara Duvall House were 
all built circa 1824. 

In 1858, Grafton Duvall purchased both stone buildings and operated 
a general store. Sara Duvall ran a millinery shop in the house 
according to local tradition. 

Much interior woodworking including the original paneled front 
door and paneled built-in cupboard remains on the interior of the 
house. 

The exterior of the house exhibits the same fine stonework as the 
George Hossellback House which was cited by Frank Lloyd Wright in 
the 1930's. 
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_YES RESTRICTED 
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DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME C. Edward Bodmer 
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Route 8 Box 163 
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llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 
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111 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 
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PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 
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_EDUCATIONAL .lLPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 
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Maryland 21701 
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B DESCRIPTION 

x_EXCELLENT 

_GOOO 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

AALTERED 
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)(_ORIGINAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Sara Duvall House is an ell shaped two and one-half story coursed 
random stone flank gable roofed residence which faces east from the 
west side of Route 85 in Buckeystown. 

The principal facade is three bays wide. Located in the second bay is 
a recessed paneled entrance with original four panel door and three 
light transom. A plain paneled hood decorates the top end sides of the 
entrance. Occupying the remaining bays on the first and second levels 
are 2/2 windows with louvered shutters. 

The main block of the building is one room deep. A two story frame 
addition extends to the rear of the residence. The entire building is 
constructed on a low coursed stone foundation and is covered by a 
replaced asphalt roof with three stepped brick cornice. 

The roof on the addition is connected by a plain boxed cornice. Three 
single replaced brick chimneys straddle the gables on the north, south, 
and west sides. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 LRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

- 1700- 1 799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_2(1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

- 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1824 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER I SPECIFY) 

The history of Sara Duvall 1 s House is closely related to the small stone 
commercial building located next door. 

The land upon which the house sits was once part of Carrollton Manor, 
but was sold by Charles Carroll to John Darnall in 1764 and renamed 
11 Good Luck. 11 l In 1794, the property was sold to Philip Sinstack, a 
merchant,2 and in 1805 George Buckey purchased the land. 3 

The exact construction date of the house and store is not known, however, 
deed exchanges and selling price indicate that the George Hossellback 
House, Stone House Pottery, and Sara Duvall House were all built c. 1824.4 

In 1858, Grafton Duvall purchased both stone buildings and operated a 
general store. Sara Duvall ran a millinery shop in the house according 
to local tradition. 

Much interior woodworking including the original paneled front door and 
paneled built-in cupboard remains on the interior of the house. 

The exterior of the house exhibits the same fine stonework as the George 
Hossellback House which was cited by Frank Lloyd Wright in the 1930 1 s. 

!Frederick County Land Records, Liber H; Folio 678. 

2Ibid., Liber WR 12; Folio 337. 
3Ibid., Liber WR 27; Folio 205. 

4Ibi d., Liber JS 18; Folio 538. 
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lli]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZAT ON 

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 
STREET & NUMBER 

12 East Church St., Winchester Hall 
CITY OR TOWN 

Frederick 

DATE 

12/6/78 
TELEPHONE 

694-1063 
STATE 

Maryland 

clh 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301} 267-1438 
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