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John Keller House 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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The John Keller House is a two and one-half story hip roofed frame 
residence covered with narrow clapboarding with corner boards. 
The main entrance is a multipaneled door with segmented and paneled 
side lights with three light transom. 

A frame columned porch with turned balustrade railing and decora
tive garland frieze extends across the front of the residence. 

Three bay wide finials with cast iron finials extend from the 
north and south ends of the building. The roof is covered by 
patterned slate material with fishscale shingling and supported 
by a boxed cornice with decorative diamond frieze. 

The house was built in 1900 soon after Keller purchased the lot 
for $460.41 from the M. J. Grove Lime Company which had acquired 
the large Simmons Farm one year earlier. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 
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Maryland 
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_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
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_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
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TITLE 
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

E .D. 1 
COUNTY 

Frederick 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ~-PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone#: 
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Maryland 21717 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 
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Maryland 21701 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X.1GoOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X-uNALTERED 

_.ALTERED 

r ---

CHECK ONE 

X-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The John Keller House is a two and one-half story hip-roofed frame 
residence which faces east from the west side of Route 85 in Buckeystown. 
The principal facade of the residence is five bays wide. The main 
entrance, a multi-paneled door with segmented and paneled side lights 
and three light transom is located in the third bay. Occupying the 
remaining bays on the first level are 1/1 windows with louvered shutters. 

A five bay wide frame columned porch extends across the front of the 
residence. The twin dentiled cornice of the porch is decorated by a 
garland frieze with pediment over the entrance way. Turned balustrades 
form the railing around the porch. 

Located in each bay on the second level are 1/1 windows with louvered 
shutters. A small center gable extends from the porch directly over the 
main entrance and is occupied by a small segmented Palladian window. 

Three bay wide turrets with cast iron finials extend from the north and 
south ends of the building. An original two story frame addition with 
two story open porch extends to the rear of the residence. 

The entire structure is built on a low coursed random stone foundation 
and is covered by narrow weatherboarding with corner boards. The roof 
is covered by patterned slate material with fishscale shingling. The 
roof is supported by a boxed cornice with decorative diamond frieze.
Two single brick chimneys extend from either side of the center roof of 
the building and one straddles the roof in the rear addition of the 
building. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC __.ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 __.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 __.AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 MRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 __.ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

~900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1900 BUILDER/ARCHITECT John F. Kell er 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The John F. Keller House was built in 1900, soon after Keller purchased 
the lot for $460.41 from the M. J. Grove Lime Company1 which had 
acquired the large Simmons farm (Springdale) one year earlier.2 John 
Keller was the nephew of Charles E. Keller.3 

The garland frieze decoration on both Keller houses in Buckeystown is 
almost identical. 

Interior carved wood paneling remains intact on the interior of the 
house. 

1Frederick County Land Records, Liber DHH 5; Folio 404. 
2Ibid,, Liber WIP 9; Folio 416. 

3T. J, C. Williams, History of Frederick County, P. 1360. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY • 38 acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cherilyn Widell, Sites Analyst 
ORGANIZATION 

Frederick Co11nty Office of Historic Preservation 
STREET & NUMBER 

12 East Church St .• Winchester Hall 
CITY OR TOWN 

Frederick 

DATE 

5131179 
TELEPHONE 

694-1063 
STATE 

Maryland 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

clh 

PS· 1101 



+ 

# 

l'J;;;; 





r--/-JJ-ff 
Ckl~ /afu_ #ou.s£ 

hl# /di_, 85 
/3(ltl!J£?5~ 

B;sr £at//Jr;OJLJ 

Ckfj 3)77 





F-)1? 
J;~ lt.e.lk_ /lit1£ 
~ ~~s 

l!J/ILlt£Y.sttJ~,,, IJ 
~W11;r11sr 

IE L.$1/JiT?oJ-J 

oeif s/?r 


