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Charles Keller House

Buckeystown

Private

The Charles Keller House, an irregular shaped Colonial Revival
three story frame house with some Queen Anne elements was built in
1899 when Charles Keller purchased Tand from the Suman family who
Tived south of the property.

Charles Keller was the son of Jonathan Keller and Jane Louisa
Springer. His father, according to William's "History of Frederick
County", moved to Buckeystown from Middletown and worked as a
Tailor and Justice of the Peace in Buckeystown. Charles Keller
worked in the lime industry with his brother, 0. J. Keller, and

in 1899, upon the death of his brother, became President of the

0. J. Keller Lime Company.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Charles Keller House is an irregular shaped Colonial Revival three
story frame residence with some Queen Anne elements which faces west
from the east side of Route 85 in Buckeystown.

The Charles Keller House because of its size and multiple gables and
projections is the most prominent residence in Buckeystown. The
principal facade is three bays wide. The main entrance located in the
second bay is an elliptical arch entrance with fan light and side 1light
which is flanked by fluted frame columns. The original door, a five
panel door has been altered by the replacement of three panels with
glass panes. The center section of the building where the entrance is
located is emphasized by projecting from the main block of the building.
The main entrance is further emphasized by the treatment of the second
bay on the second and third levels.

In the second bay on the second level are three windows, larger 1/1
sash in the center flanked by two narrow 1/1 windows with a pedimented
frontispiece decorated by garlands in relief.

Located in the second bay on the third level is a Palladian window with
round arch sash. A pedimented dentil cornice with return completes the
center portion of the building.

Occupying the remaining bays on the first and second levels are 1/1
windows with louvered shutters. Hip roofed dormers supported by scrolled
brackets project on the third level.

Three bayed windows are located in the northwest and southwest corners

of the building. Double hung single pane sashes with Touvered shutters
occupy each bay. An unusually wide friezed band decorated by garlands

in relief extends across the facade of the building and is repeated in

a frieze on the columned porch with turned railing which surrounds the

west and north sides of the building on the first level.

The main entrance is emphasized by a pediment with dentil cornice.
The main block of the building is four bays deep. An original two story
addition extends to the rear of the main block.

The entire structure is built on a low random stone foundation and is
constructed of beveled siding with corner boards. The building is
covered by a slate hipped roof with boxed cornice with dentil molding.
Two corbeled brick chimneys and a balustraded deck rise from the center
roof of the residence.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Charles Keller House, a fine three story frame Victorian residence
which dominates the center of Buckeystown, was built in 1899 when
Charles Keller purchased land from the Suman family who lived south of
the property.l

Charles Keller was the son of Jonathan Keller and Jane Louisa Springer.
His father, according to William's "History of Frederick County", moved
to Buckeystown from Middletown and worked as a Tailor and Justice of
the Peace in Buckeystown. Charles Keller worked in the 1lime industry
with his brother, 0. J. Keller, and in 1899, upon the death of his
brother, became President of the 0. J. Keller Lime Company.

According to William's History, "Mr. Keller is one of the enterprising
businessmen of Frederick County...He built a beautiful three story
residence in Buckeystown. It is one of the finest homes in the city."2

IFrederick County Land Records, Liber HWB 306; Folio 78.

2T, J. C. Williams, History of Frederick County, P. 1161.
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