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Augustus Nicodemus House 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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Augustus Nicodemus House 
Buckeystown 
Private 

The Augustus Nicodemus House was built in 1874 by Nicodemus soon 
after he purchased the thirty-four acre farm from Daniel and 
Catherine Baker for $3,817.34. 

According to Williams, History of Frederick County of 1906, "It 
is now one of the most desirable homes in the county. It is 
equipped with a comfortable two story brick dwelling, a bank barn, 
and all the necessary buildings. Mr. Nicodemus, assisted by his 
son, Augustus W. Nicodemus, Jr. then engaged in the creamery 
business in Buckeystown. 

Mr. Nicodemus afterward put his son in charge of the business, 
and accepted a position as general manager of the Buckeystown 
Packing Company. He was one of the organizers of the company and 
held some of the stock. He remained with the company until he 
retired from business in 1906. 

Augustus Nicodemus died in 1909 leaving his farm to his son, 
Augustus, at his death. In 1923, the property was sold out of 
the family to Blair Smith. It still serves as a private residence 
and is part of the Buckeystown Historic District. 

1874 



F-1-74 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST MA6! ~ 1101582504 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC Augustus Nicodemus House 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

West Side Route 85 
CITY. TOWN 

Buckeys town 
STATE . 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

VICINITY OF 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

XBulLDING(SI 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_OBJECT 

_PUBLIC X_ocCUPIED 

x_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

_YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

X--NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Robert L. Harper 

STREET & NUMBER 

P.O. Box 45 
CITY. TOWN 

Bue keys town _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
couRTHousE. Frederick County Courthouse 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

North Court Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Frederjck 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

E. D. 1 
COUNTY 

Frederick 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL J(PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE , Zlp code 
Maryl and 21717 

Liber #: 724. 
Folio #: 659 

STATE 

Maryland 21701 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT 

--XµooD 
_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

1.0RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Augustus Nicodemus House is a two and one-half story whitewashed 
gable roofed brick residence laid in common bond which sets on a hill 
at the entrance to the town of Buckeystown. 

The principal facade is five bays wide. The main entrance, an original 
paneled door with three light lower paneled side lights, scroll shaped 
and rectangular fanlight transom occupies the third bay. 

Occupying the remaining bays on the first and second levels are 2/2 
windows with hood moldings. Louvered shutters flank each window on the 
first level. 

A columned frame porch extends across the entire front of the building 
on the first level replacing an earlier ornate Victorian porch. A 
two story original brick addition four bays wide extends to the rear of 
the main block. 

An ornate entrance porch, one bay wide with slatted railing covers a 
rear entrance to the residence. 

A two story open porch once graced the south side of the addition, but 
has been enclosed. A smokehouse is attached to the rear addition and 
contains bake ovens. 

The entire building is constructed on a low random stone foundation and 
is covered by a slate roof with stepped brick cornice. 

The interior contains most of its original molding and two marble 
fireplaces in the dining room and parlor. 

Two barns and several utilitarian outbuildings are located on the 
property. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE: _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 URCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

-11800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1874 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Augustus Nicodemus 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Augustus Nicodemus House was built in 1874 by Nicodemus soon after 
he purchased the thirty-four acre farm from Daniel and Catherine Baker 
fer $3,817.34.1 

According to Williams, History of Frederick County of 1906, "It is now 
one of the most desirable homes in the county. It is equipped with a 
comfortable two story brick dwelling, a bank barn, and all the necessary 
buildings. Mr. Nicodemus, assisted by his son, Augustus W. Nicodemus, 
Jr. then engaged in the creamery business in Buckeystown. 

Mr. Nicodemus afterward put his son in charge of the business, and 
accepted a position as general manager of the Buckeystown Packing 
Company. He was one of the organizers of the company and held some of 
the stock. He remained with the company until he retired from business 
in 1906. 11 2 

Augustus Nicodemus died in 1909 leaving his farm to his son Augustus 
at his death. In 1923, the property was sold out of the family to 
Blair Smith. It still serves as a private residence and is part of 
the Buckeystown Historic District. 

lFrederick County Land Records, Liber TG2; Folio 69. 

2r.J.C. Williams, p. 971. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Williams, T. J. C., History of Frederick County, Regional Publishing Co., 
Baltimore, Maryland, 1967, Reprint 1906. 

CONTINUE ON SE~,ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 34. 7 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cherilyn Widell. Sites Analyst 
ORGANIZATION 

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservatior::i 
STREET & NUMBER 

12 East Church St . Winchester Hall 
CITY OR TOWN 

Frederick 

clh 

OATE 

2/16/79 
TELEPHONE 

694-1063 
STATE 

Maryland 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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