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Michael 1 s Mi 11 
Buckeystown 
Private 

c. 1824 

Michael's Mill is a banked six story, stone, brick and wood building 
set on the side of a steep rocky hill along the Monocacy River just 
east of Buckeystown. The lower three stories are constructed of 
locally quarried stone; the fourth story of brick, and the top 
stories of wood. On the riverside, all four upper stories are made 
of wood in order to cut the vibration and noise of the mill's 
machinery. The building still contains much of the significant 
power and milling equipment which was commercially manufactured 
before 1892. The original power source was an overshot waterwheel 
which was later replaced by three iron turbines; two of which are 
still on the site. 

As early as 1739, a mill was built by Meredith Davis Sr. in the 
vicinity of Michael's Mill. It was one of over eighty gust mills 
which were operating on the Monocacy River in 1791. 

Upon the death of Meredith Davis, Sr., the mill was willed to his 
son, Ignatius, who owned the mill until 1825, when it was sold for 
$25,000 to Christian Kemp and Daniel Buckey. By 1842, the mill had 
developed into a very profitable business under the supervision of 
Thomas Jyers, David Bready, and Ezekiel C. Wysham. Connected with 
the mill was a sawmill, three stone dwellings, one log dwelling, 
log stable, frame cooper shop and two large warehouses. Although 
the mill was subjected to fire in 1855 and 1858, by 1860 the census 
estimated production at $81,580. The mill operated until 1957 
under the management of Leo Michael whose daughter still owns the 
property. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC Mi chae 11 s Mi 11 (Monocacy Mi 11 s) 

AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
sTREET & NUMBER On the north side of 01 d Route 80, once Fingerboard Road, one 
mile east of Buckeystown on the Monocacy River. 
CITY. TOWN 

Buckeystown 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAss1FICATION 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

X_PRIVATE 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

~OCCUPIED 
_UNOCCUPIED 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

.XBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Mrs. Jerome Crewe 

STREET & NUMBER 

Box #103 
CITY. TOWN 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

X_NO 

Buckeystown _ v1c1N1rv oF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

Frederick County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

North Court St. 
CITY. TOWN 

Frederick 
D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Frederjck 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_XcoMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

-~PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRAN SPORT A Tl ON 

_OTHER 

STATE , zip code 
Maryland 21717 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 21701 

_FEDERAL _$TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

.X.GooD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X-.-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

LORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVEO DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

A banked six-story stone, brick, and wood building set on the side of 
a steep rocky hill along the Monocacy River. The lower three stories 
are constructed of locally quarried stone; the fourth story of brick, 
and the top stories of wood. On the riverside, all four upper stories 
are made of wood in order to cut the vibration and noise of the mill's 
machinery. Entrance to the mill was off of the road on the fourth 
floor. On the east side of the building there are three doors for 
pickup and delivery. The building still contains most of the signifi-
cant power and milling equipment. Virtually all machinery was commercially 
manufactured with the most recent dated 1892. The original power 
source was an overshot waterwheel which was later replaced by three iron 
turbines; two are still on the site. Water for the turbines was supplied 
from a masonry dam, originally constructed under the supervision of 
the Potomack Company. There is some question as to the date of the 
present dam, most of which is still intact. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 __AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 --ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

x.__1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _llNDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1824 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A mill was built before 1739, on a 450 acre plot of land owned by 
Meredith Davis, Sr. who gave it to his son, Meredith Davis, Jr. He 
leased the mill on September 11, 1739 to William Mathews. Because the 
system of roads was too poor to support a corrmercial mill at this time, 
it must have been used by the owner for his own private use. However, 
by 1791 there were over eighty grist mills on the Monocacy. These mills 
played an important part in the economic and social life of the region. 
When Meredith Davis, Jr. died, the mill passed into the hands of his 
son, Ignatius, and Charles who was either a son or brother. Charles 
sold his share to Ignatius, who in 1794 discovered that he did not own 
the land on which the mill was built and so had to buy four acres from 
William Tannehill. On June 10, 1825, the mill was sold for $25,000 to 
Christian Kemp and Daniel Buckey. The Kemp family share of the mill 
was left to Buckey about 1839. Buckey sold the Kemp interest to Thomas 
J. Myers, David Bready, and Ezekiel C. Wysham and in 1842 sold his share 
to the three partners. In 1846, Myers bought Wysham's share and along 
with Bready developed the mill into a strong business. The 1850 census 
shows the mill was worth $20,000. Connected with the mill were a 
sawmill, three stone dwellings, one log dwelling, log stable, frame 
copper shop, and two large warehouses, one at the Buckeystown depot of 
the B&O Railroad, and another at Noland's Ferry on the C&O Canal. In 
1851 Myers died and Theodore C. Delaplaine purchased his share and 
later bought out Bready. In 1855 and 1858 the mill was set afire, 
supposedly by a slave who held a grudge against her owner. The mill 
prospered under Delaplaine's ownership and was valued at $27,000 in the 
1860 census with a production valued at $81,580. Flour from the mill 
was used by both sides during the Civil War. The ownership of the mill 
subsequently changed hands several times until 1909 when it was managed 
by Leo Michael who operated the mill until 1957. The mill was then 
mainly used to clean seed wheat and grind cattle feed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

A paper by Michael W. Robbins of the Smithsonian Institution, June 1968. 

Historic Sites Survey of Western Frederick County and Montgomery County, 
Sugarloaf Regional Trails. 

CONTINUE ON SEFARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cherilyn Widell, Sites Analyst 
ORGANIZATION 

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 
STREET & NUMBER 

12 E. Church St., Winchester Hall 
CITY OR TOWN 

Frederick 

clh 

DATE 

6/19/78 
TELEPHONE 

663-8300 ext 266 
STATE 

Maryland 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

Mieha~l's Mill (includes sill, a~nor house, slave quarters) 
AND/OR HISTORIC: 

Monoc•cy Mills (N••e of entire ~st~te) 

~~~ 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

On route Bo, on Monoc-.cy River, 1 :ile off Route 85 east of· 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Buckeysto-wn 
STATE 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District Ill Building 0 Public 

~ Site 0 Structure 00 Private 

0 Object 0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

~ Agricultural • 0 Government 0 Park 

[jJ Commercial 0 Industrial a Private Residence 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 

OWNER'S NAME: 

Jero~e J. and M~ldred M. Crewe 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

~ Occupied YH: 

0 Unoccupied ~ Rutricted 

0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 No 

0 Comments 

W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w Box 103 
Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE: 

M~ryl•nd 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Frederiek County Court Rous~ 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Court Sq;i-.te 
Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE 

Fr-:!dErick M.•ryl•nd 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

F-/-/o 
DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federol 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 



Eill-r.:;.,ir =..ouss-Good 
O Excellent 0 Good 0 Foir 

CONDITION 
(Ch•cl< One) 

0 Altered 0 Unohered 

<Chec.1< OneJ sl•V! -qu-.rt~rs-f•ir 
0 Deteriorated 0 Ruona 0 UnexpoHd 

I 
(Chee.I< One) 

0 Moved llJ CXiglnol Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORICOINAL (11 Jo:nowrV PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mill - 3uilt of loe•l stone, 6 stories hi~h (plus f1Wle)
1 

dircc 
ly on }lonoea.cy _ Ri vcr .. -Has 66-i't • .lon~ pine be«.a. _ 
Top _ _two_stories are .of' wooden construction. 
Entr,nee lavel has 5tone front •nd brick sides • 

..Four -top f'loors 't rear 4rc -wooden construction 
Side ~indows fro• street lev~l down ~re arched. 

Land ---11 .. 502 aeres,- hilly,-with «bout four •cres-f-l•t l•nd 
alon~ Monoeacy River 

Mano:;---- House - w-.s built by 1839, •ddition 1851, second •dditio1 
--- - -- -eo•pl-.ted be.f--ore--1374. First floor has four- roo:s -with 

roofed p._ved are• eonn~etin~ canor house to three-roo• 
;---:..Stone- strue'ture, -fors.in~ -• hi~h-eeilin~~d utility __roo•. Tl e -
:-~--::-:-:-~'_:eellar"- -rooz.s -lie behind th~ first .floor, du~ - into the 

_-: _~ 'hillside·. All outer walls· •."re 22" - Interior walls_ iit -
Vt 

~~d~~io~~: "~• also 22"'. -

I 'sf~;~·:Qu~rt~rs - First floor h•s 22" wide ston!: found-.tion •nd 
walls.- two rooias. ___ __ _ _ _ ___ _ 

.~~~-=-_Second slo-or_ is lo, construction. ~-o rooas .--'_ _ _ 
-,~cl'hi-rd floor h-.s_ two roo:s, with slopin~ ceilin~s. ,., __ 

\~Manoi- -H;use (-e~:r;_~ ;a_~.) Second -fl-oor has .5 roo11s -and 2 ba th_s·:·:_ 
_ 'l'hird floor has_ 3 roos.s, and no b• ths • -· _ ,. '· .,. 

- - --- ---:StairWiiY n~.5- h~.nds61fc-,·-substantial- Wii.lnut ·rn~wel:: post~ -
:--:- - -- ~na r•iT-Wi th-·ca1Cpost".--, - ---,-- -- - -

Sec:ond floor parlor (24!:_ :x:.17l ) has nunerous ori~imd 
i-:-:- -----p~.Tnt1-n~s oj" "GcrtruB.c -steiner ii.Dd-11-.ny- lovely ;,_ntiques. 
~ Throu~hout the house are other p•intin~s by G~rtrud~ Ste 
r---_ ·----ste1ne·r:·-n-i-.n-~exqtfis1·te1_y fr•zt"d 'in the l• tter 19th·: 
: .-_ . ~----n ~ur Y. _!E_•di t_i_oE._• _:__i _______ _ 
!._r . .::._..:..__ .. ~--·-- --- --- -----· ------ --· 
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(!. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD {ChecJc One or ,,_e •• Approprlale) 

O Pre-Col-bian 0 16th Century 

O 151h Century 0 17th Century 

!ii 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 20th Century 

1-• P_E_c_• F_i_c_o_A_T_E_t s_>_a_t_A_PP_u_c_•b_1_e_•_n_d_K_n_mrrV_--':::=-=i~l=-=l=---=l:...:•:.:.-_,t:..:~=---=l._7..__,J<-=-J_'...:s=---=::.:.: o"'-'u""s=-=e'--~~'-'·~-r __.1~3-~_u_.-_'i"":· ""d=--~"'-~-=~...::::-=-~ _t~n"'--'-t l 3 51-
1374 AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Abor iginol 

0 Prehistoric 

O Historic 

:m:I Agri cu I tu re 

0 Architecture 

-0- Art _ 

Ii) Commerce 

0 CommunicGtion1 

_ 0 Conservation 

(Checlc One or More •• Appropriate) 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

1,3: Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

-- - - Architecture 

--0 Literature 

·_-: 0 Military 

: 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Trans portotion 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Mill oper .. ted 1739 to 1957. One of e•rliest sills in Freder­
ick County iimd Western M-.ryla..r1a. 
Reasonably well preserved. 
100 -b.i.-r:_~els of _fl9ur-proauce-d_ daily·~- ------~--

In M.-.y 1968 Mich•el W. Robbins, --.s -rese-.rcli projif-c:t for _ 
S:ithsoni .. n Institute, prepared schesatic (<lia~r-~) pl•ns-with 
din:.ensions. 

. ;: 

. ' 
----------··----- ·---· - ---·---- ~ --- -

-· 
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' ... . E.istory o~ c~rroll ~or: Es..'.'".i.Or 

unpublished rese~rch p•p~r antitled 
"Honocacy Mills" (Frederic~ Ristoric•l 
Society) 

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY. 

LATITUDE A.NO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

1~~~--.~~~~~~~~~--.~~~~~~~~~--IRr-~~~~~~o_F~L_E_s_s_T_H__,A_N_T~E_N_A~C_R_E~S~--~~~~4 
CORNER LATITUDE __ _ LONGITUDE L.ATITUCE LONGITUDE 

De9reea Minutes Seconds Oe9rees Minutes Seconds De9rees Minutes Second• De9rees Minutes Sec<>Rds 

NW 0 o 0 0 

NE o o -

SE· 0 

0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINA.TEO -PROPERTY: 11. '.:;102 a ere s 
I 

jAcreage Justification: 

I 

!LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY 

STA.TE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STA.TE: COUNTY: 
-~ ! ,... -· 

NAME A.ND TITLE: 

Mary l~ar~rabe -.nd Ann Lebh~rz 
ORGA.NIZATION 

Fred£rick County Landmarks Foundation, Inc. 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Ros~ Hill g•nor 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Frederic~ 
Uj-
,_._, State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State O Local O 

Signature 

BOUNOA.RIES 

CA.TE 

Au~. 2, 1972 
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