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M. J. Grove Tenant House 
Lime Kiln 
Private 

Circa 1860 

The M. J. Grove Tenant House is an unusual building located in 
the company town of Lime Kiln, which was built by 1873 as housing 
for workers and was used for that purpose until 1951. The Titus 
Map of 1873 also indicates it may have been used as a store and 
post office for the settlement of Lime Kiln. 

The M. J. Grove Lime Company was begun in 1860 by Manassas J. 
Grove with his son, William. By 1906, the company produced 
1,000,000 bushels of lime a day. 

The M. J. Grove Tenant House is a one and a half story U-shaped 
gable roofed frame residence at the south edge of the railroad 
tracks in Lime Kiln. The building is six bays wide with four 
pedimented dormers which extend symmetrically from the patterned 
standing seam tin roof. The form and style of the building is 
unusual, but may have been designed for its use as a post office 
and store. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The M. J. Grove Tenant House is a one and a half story U-shaped gable 
roofed frame residence which faces northwest from the north side of Lime 
Kiln Road at the south edge of the railroad tracks in Lime Kiln. 

The principle facade is six bays wide. Replaced four panel doors with 
three light transoms are located in the third and fifth bay. One over 
one windows which have replaced double hung six over six windows occupy 
the remaining bays on the first level. 

A simple frame one story entrance porch with standing seam tin roof 
extends between the third and fifth bays covering both entrances. Four 
pedimented dormers extend symmetrically from the patterned standing seam 
tin roof. 

Extending to the rear of the building are two identical one story, one 
room frame additions which appear to be an original part of the structure. 
The entire building is constructed of German siding on a high whitewashed 
random stone foundation. Corner boards are located at each corner of 
the building. The roof is attached to the building by a plain boxed 
cornice with return. 

Four original brick chimneys straddle the gable; in the center and south 
end of the main block of the building and at the east end of the addition. 

A seam in the siding on the front of the building suggests that the 
south end of the building may have been added at a later date. The form 
and style of the building is unusual, but may have been designed for its 
use as a post office and store. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The M. J. Grove Tenant House is an unusual building located in the com
pany town of Lime Kiln, which was built by 1873 as housing for workers 
and was used for that purpose until 1951. The Titus Map of 1873 also 
indicates it may have been used as a store and post office for the 
settlement of Lime Kiln. The building is one of the few houses, all of 
which are frame and has not been radically altered. 

The M. J. Grove Lime Company was begun in 1860 by Manassas J. Grove with 
his son William. By 1906, the company produced 1,000,000 bushels of 
lime a day. 

At his death in 1901, M. J. Grove willed the lands he owned which included 
Lime Kiln in the following passage to the company. 

11

I give to M. J. Grove Lime Company all the lands and tenement 
houses situated at Lime Kiln, south of the B & 0 Railroad upon 
the condition that net rents, issues and profits derived shall 
be credited to my personal account or estate on the books of 
said company. 11 1 

Today, the building is used as a private residence. 

lRegister of Wills, Liber WBC 1; Folio 364. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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