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Leonard Storm House 
Middletown 
Private 

Although similar in floor plan and style to many vernacular 
Federal style buildings of the area, the Leonard Storm House is 
unusually massive in size. The interior moldings and mantelpieces 
are also oversized and compare quite differently from anything 
previously surveyed in Frederick County. 

The Leonard Storm House is located on a land grant named Resurvey 
of Tom's Gift which was obtained by James Chaplin and William 
Joseph prior to 1770. On June 1, 1771 Joseph and Chaplin sold 
15414 acres of the land to Leonard Storm. 

It is very likely that Storm built the house since a residence 
existed on the property at his death in 1819. In Storm's will 
written in 1818, he states 11 I give unto my daughter, Christianna, 
and her husband, Jacob Grove, Sr., all the lands whereon they now 
live and my plantation ... called the Resurvey of Tom's Gift .. 

In 1884 the property was transferred through the hei·rs of Hanson 
T. Rudy to his son, Thomas C. Rudy, for $12,580.00. Thomas C. 
Rudy, a prominent Middletown merchant, head of T. C. Rudy & Son, 
a dry goods business, lived in the house until his death in 1903. 

The interior of the building retains many architectural elements 
of importance. The main entrance enters into a central hall with 
a double parlor on the north side. Four large paneled swinging 
doors separating the two parlors remain intact. The staircase 
which is a two flight open well open string stair with turned 
Victorian newel post rises to the third floor. Circular corner 
moldings with round molding of unusually large proportions 
decorates each door and window frame. Each mantel in the house is 
different. The mantels in the rear addition of the house are more 
diminutive and symmetrical reflecting Federal style. The front 
parlor and dining room mantels are extremely large and decorated 
with Victorian elements. The dining room mantel is supported on 
either side by fluted columns with alternating roundels and three 
part round molding with small conical dropped pendants. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Leonard Storm House is a three story ell shaped brick residence laid 
in conman bond which faces east from the west side of Picnic Woods Road. 

The principal facade is five bays wide. The main entrance is twin 
three panel doors with ogee molding which have been nailed together as 
a single door with replaced hardware. The door is set into a colonnaded 
recessed paneled entrance with eight light transom and radiating voussoirs. 

Directly over the main entrance on the second level is a double hung 6/6 
window flanked on either side by a four pane side light separated by 
round molding with synmetrical circular corner blocks at the top of the 
molding. Located in the remaining bays on the first and second levels 
are double hung 6/6 windows with jack arches flanked by louvered shutters. 
Two 3/3 windows with louvered shutters, which have been added, are 
located on either side of the porch set into the foundation. 

A large one story frame porch supported by six fluted columns and hipped 
roof extends between the first and fifth bay. Bordering the roofline 
is a low wood paneled railing with square block posts decorated with 
acorn finials. 

Three rounded gables with fluted columns extend from the roof on the 
front facade. Arched double hung 9/6 windows are set into each gable. 

A three story original brick addition extends to the rear of the main 
block of the building four bays deep. The existence of a three story 
rear addition is an unusual architectural feature in Frederick County 
but is an indication of the large proportions throughout this house. 

Each bay on the south wall of the building is occupied by a double hung 
6/6 window with jack arches and louvered shutters. 

The rear west wall of the building acco1T111odates a steeply slanting shed 
roof which falls to a two story level on the north side of the addition 
with one 6/6 window on each level in the northwest corner of the build­
ing. 

The east side of the rear addition is two stories high and four bays 
wide. Each level alternates six panel door entrances with transoms and 
round molding with double hung 6/6 windows with louvered shutters. 
Three light transoms are located over each door on the first level and 
four light transoms are located on the second level. A two story frame 
open porch extends along the east side of the building supported by 
eight replaced boxed columns with plain railings. 

The rear of the main block is three bays wide. Double hung 6/6 windows 
with louvered shutters and jack arches are located in the first two bays 
on both levels. 
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The Leonard Stonn House is located on a land grant named Resurvey of 
Tom's Gift which was obtained by James Chaplin and William Joseph prior 
to 177~0n June 1, 1771 Joseph and Chaplin sold 15~ acres of the 
land to Leonard Storm.1 

It is very likely that Storm built the house since a residence existed 
on the property at his death in 1819. In Storm's will written in 1818, 
he states 11 ! give unto my daughter, Christianna, and her husband, Jacob 
Grove, Sr., all the lands whereon they now live and my plantation ... 
called the Resurvey of Tom's Gift ... 11 2 According to his will, Storm 
lived in Bentztown at the time of his death. 

Christianna and Jacob Grove lived on the fann until 1835 when Jacob 
died leaving the property to his nine children. On May 11~ 1835, these 
heirs sold the property to Robert McDuel(l) for $6,941.25.~ 

McDuel and his wife, Juliann, owned the property until 1850 when it was 
purchased by Hanson T. Rudy for $10,354.00.4 According to Williams' 
History of Frederick County, 11 the Rudy family is of English descent and 
was early settled in Frederick County. 11 5 

In 1884 the property was transferred through the heirs of Hanson T. Rudy 
to his son, Thomas C. Rudy, for $12,580.0Q.6 Thomas C. Rudy, a prominent 
Middletown merchant, head of T. C. Rudy & Son, a dry goods business 
lived in the house until his death in 1903. 

In 1911 Rudy's heirs sold the farm for $16,000.00 to George Arnold, who 
in turn sold it to Singleton and Pearl Ward in 1926.7 The Ward's lived 
in the house until the 1960 1 s when it was sold and subdivided from the 
original 15~ acres. 

Although similar in floor plan and style to many vernacular Federal 
style buildings of the area, the Leonard Storm House is unusually massive 
in size. The interior moldings and mantelpieces are also oversized and 
compare quite differently from anything previously surveyed in Frederick 
County. 

1Frederick County Land Records, Liber HS 6; Folio 535. 
2Frederick County Probate Records, Liber HS 2; Folio 270. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Williams, T.J.C., History of Frederick County Maryland, Regional Publishing Co., 

Baltimore, Maryland, 1967, Reprint of 1906~ p. 1316. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE clh 

Cherilyn E. Widell, Coordinator 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 5/14/80 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

12 E. Church St .• Winchester Hall 694-1063 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Frederjck Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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7. DESCRIPTION (continued) 

Leonard Storm House 

A rear entrance is located in the third bay on the first level and a window 
at the inside stair landing is located on the second level. 

The entire building is constructed on a low stone foundation which is coursed 
on the front of the building and random laid on the remaining elevations. 

2 

The interior of the building retains many architectural elements of importance. 
The main entrance enters into a central hall with a double parlor on the north 
side. Four large paneled swinging doors separating the two parlors remain 
intact. The staircase which is a two flight open well open string stair with 
turned Victorian newel post rises to the third floor. Circular corner moldings 
with round molding of unusually large proportions decorates each door and 
window frame. Each mantel in the house is different. The mantels in the rear 
addition of the house are more diminutive and symmetrical reflecting Federal 
style. The front parlor and dining room mantels are extremely large and 
decorated with Victorian elements. The dining room mantel is supported on 
either side by fluted columns with alternating roundels and three part round 
molding with small conical dropped pendants. 

Underwindow paneling, chair railing and ceiling medallions were recently added 
by the owner. The third floor of the building has received substantial changes 
for modernization. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

The Leonard Storm House 

Footnotes (continued) 

3Frederick County Land Records, Liber HS 6; Folio 535. 

4Ibid., Liber WBT 12; Folio 34. 

5r.J.C. Williams, History of Frederick County Maryland, Regional 
Publishing Co., Baltimore, Maryland, 1967, Reprint of 1906, p. 1316. 

6Frederick County Land Records, Liber AF 9; Folio 95. 

7Ibid., Liber 296; Folio 396. 
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Leonard Storm House 
Frederick County 
USGS Middletown, Md. 
1:24000 
Corrected location & Inventory 

number (formerly F-4-11) 
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