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Jdm N. Souder House 
Brunswick vicinity 
Private 

1914 

'!he Jdm N. Souder House is a rusticated concrete block Four-square house 

with a one-story porch with rusticated Ionic columns. A rear one-story section 

was originally an attached ice house, for which the loadirg doors are still in 

place. '!he Souder House is an excellent exanple of the Four-square type with 

Classical Revival details popular in the early 2oth century, executed in an 

in:iustrial material, concrete block, which becaire increasingly cc:mOC>n in the 

first quarter of the century. 
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HISIORIC cnn'E)cr': 

MARYIAND cx:K'REHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATIOO PIAN DATA 

Georgrai;iri.c Organization: Piedrront 
(Harford, Baltiloore, carro11, Frederick, Havard, Montganery 
Counties, arx:l Baltinore City) 

ClrronolcxJical/Develcptent Period: 
In:lustrial/Urban Dc:minance A.D. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'Iheroos: 
Ardritecture, I..arrlscape Ardritecture arx:l camunity PlannID:j 

Resource Types: 

category: BuildinJs 

Envirornnent: Rural 

Function arx:l Use: 
Dctnestic/sin;Jle dwellin;J/residence 

Known Design Source: None 
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MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

historic John N. Souder House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 1530A Souder Road 

city, town Brunswick 

state Mary 1 and 

3. Classification 
Category 
_dlstrict­
i buildlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
--X:: being considered 
~not applicable 

--X vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__K_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 6th 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
___x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners> 

name George W. and Emogene S. Wenner 

street & number 1530A Souder Road telephone no.: 

city, town Knoxville state and zip code Md. 21758 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 619 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 523 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

--,posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
-X- excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _lL altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-2-67 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CXNmIBUl'ING RESOURCE CX){JNI': 1 

'!he John N. Souder House is a 1914 concrete block four-square house with 
:rusticated exterior arx:l a one-story pordl with concrete Ionic columns located on the 
northeast side of Souder Road (Marylani Route 464) , the bourrlary of the city of 
Brunswick, Frederick County, Marylarx:l. 'Ihe house is set back fran SCJlxier Road about 
40 yards with a lawn exterrli..rg to the edge of the road arx:l a tree-lined driveway 
leadin:;J past the north west elevation of the house. 'Ihe principal elevation faces 
southwest. 

'!he Souder House has t;wo stories ani three bays on the principal elevation. '!he 
one-story porch wraps arourrl to the north elevation. 'Ihe staJXling seam metal 
pyramidal roof has t;wo shed dormars, each with a pair of 3/3 wirrlows. 'Ihe rafter 
ends are exposed in the eaves arx:l a si.DJle chi.nmey is located near the junction of 
the main section arx:l a one-story rear extension. '!he first story wirrlows are 2/1 
arx:l there are polygonal bays on this level flankil'XJ the center entry. 'Ihe sash on 
the secorxi story arx:l on the north arx:l south elevations is 3/1. 'Ihe doorway has a 
trans.an arrl sidelights. 'Ille porch columns have alternati.DJ rusticated arx:l SIOOOth 
sections tenninati.DJ in Ionic capitals. 'Ille side elevations on the north arrl south 
have four bays each. 'Ille rear or northeast elevation has a two-story open porch 
with turnErl \YOOd columns. '!he one-story rear extension was tuilt at the same tllt2 
as the ma.in section as an attached ice house, accx:>rdirg to the owner, Mrs. Wenner 
who is John Souder' s daughter. A double ton;Jue-arxi~oove paneled door on the eas 
errl of the ice house leads to a chute into the lower level of the extension. 'lhe 
interior of the house was not accessible for this survey. 

'!he house has several small outbJ.ildings on the rear which are 
non-contrib.rti.DJ. 'Ille original fann at the erxi of the driveway near the center of 
the property was not surveyed, rut Mrs. Wenner said the ma.in house was brick arrl may 
date fran the mid-19th century. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
- agriculture _ economics 
~ architecture _ education 

Survey No. F-2-67 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 
_ literature __ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 

_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
~ - 1500-1599 
. 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_x__ 1900-

_art - engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce 
_ communications 

Specific dates 1914 
check: Applicable Criteria: 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: 

- exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
- industry _ politics/government _ transpo~tlon 
- invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

A B JLC D 

A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state _x_local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he John N. Souder House is an excellent exanple of the Four-square type house 
which was cc.moon in the United states frcm the late 1890's to the 1930's. Its 
rusticated concrete walls arrl rusticated Ionic pordl details exenplify the 
pop.llarity of Classical Revival references in the early 20th century. '!he 
Four-square type is very camon in the sart:hern part of Frederick ca.mty, reflectin:J 
the J:::uildin} boan brought on by the expansion of the railroad yard at Brunswick in 
the late 1890 's. '!he Souder House is one variation on the basic square plan house 
with a pyramidal or hi:wed roof which is the nDSt recognizable feature of the type. 
'!he use of an irrlustrial material, concrete block, for a danestic structure was 
~easin:Jly cc.moon in the first quarter of the 20th century. 

'!he f ann property on which the Souder House starxis was one of the many Wenner 
family farn15 in the vicinity of Brunswick. It-was sold to Millard Shafer in 1897 
arrl to John N. Souder in 1908. '!he concrete block house was J:::uilt in 1914 as the 
principal residence, replacin:J the still-extant original fannhouse, whidl became the 
secondary residence arrl is now a tenant fann. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-2-67 

Land Records of Frederick County 
Wenner, Mrs. George W., personal interview, 8 Oct. 1991 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 acre 
Quadrangle name Point of Rocks, Md. - Va. Quadrangle scale 1:24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALJ.J I I 1 I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cL.i.J ~I_.___. __ .._.~! .__I .............. _.__.._.... __ D l..iJ I I I I 
E LJ.._J I I .._I ~____.__ ........ ........ F Li_j I I I 
G LLl I I .__I ~_.__ ........ ........ H Li_j I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 1 acre centered on 1530A Souder Road, house nearest Souder Rd. 
on Tax Map 92, Parcel 90. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date October 1991 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Maryland 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

MARYLAl~0 ,'""1i~IG1-<lC;•,! rnusr 
DHCP/DHCC 

100 COMMUNITY Pl.At;i 
CROWNSVILLE.MD 21032·2023 

301-514-7600 

PS-2746 
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