
F-2-71 
Olive Colored School 
Brunswick vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1889 

'!he Olive Colored School is a one-story frame schoolhouse l:uilt about 1889 

which was converted to residential use in the early 1930's. It retains its 

original gennan siclin:J arrl 6/6 sash in many wirxiows, although its interior plan 

has been greatly altered, arrl a one-story porch arrl an exterior chimney have 

been added. '!he starxli.rg seam roof shows a patch where the cupola was 

lcx::ated. '!he Olive Colored School is significant seen in conjunction with the 

Olive School (F-2-70) for whites nearby, l:uilt at the same time arrl with 

apparently the same plan. Most segregated schools of the late 19th century 

were lcx::ated at scma distance fran each other arrl the black schools were 

usually near an existin;J black church. '!he Olive Schools are unusual in this 

respect. 
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HISIORIC ~: 

MARYIAND a::MPREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Georgra?ric Organization: Piednont 
(Harford, Baltiloore, carro11, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery 
Counties, arrl Baltiloore City) 

Orronological/Developnent Period: 
IrrlustrialjUrban Daninance A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'Ihemes: 
Architecture, Lamscape Architecture arrl Ccmrunity Plannin;J 
Social/Fducational/CUltural 

Resource Types: 

category: Buildin:Js 

Envirorunent: Rural 

F\Jnction arrl Use: 
Fducation/sc.hool/sc.hoolhouse 

Known Design Source: None 
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Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory tOrilf · · 1 

L ~ DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Olive Colored School 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 3517 Olive School Road 

city, town Brunswick 

state Maryl and 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
.x....____ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_x__not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_)(__occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_L__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

_ not for publieation 

congressional district 6th 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_x__ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of au owners) 

name Anna V. Slifer Life Estate c/o Daniel W. and Mark A. Lerch 

street&number 3517 Olive School Road telephone no.: 

city, town Knoxvi 11 e state and zip code Maryl and 21758 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1436 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 795 

city, town Frederick state Maryland 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

~apository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
~fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~altered 

_unexposed 

Survey No. F-2-71 

Check one 
_____x original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDNlRIBUl'ING RESOURCE <DUNT: 1 

'1he Olive Colored SChool is a one-story fraioo schoolhouse b.lilt about 1889 which 
was converted to a residence in the early 1930's. It is located on the northeast 
side of Olive School Road am Point of Rocks Road (Marylarrl Route 464) about 2 miles 
northeast of Brunswick, Frederick County, Mary lam. Sited about 40 yards off the 
road, the b.lildinJ is located on a slope drcJR>ing away to the north. '1he principal 
entrance is currently in the west gable errl. 

'1he schoolhouse was probably b.lilt with a two-roam plan similar to that of the 
Olive SChool (F-2-70) for whites, which is located nearby on the west side of Olive 
School Road. '!he original entrance was in the center bay of three on the south 
elevation. '!his entrance is now a wi.rrlow. '1he original gennan siding is still in 
place am the stone foundation is visible on the northeast arrl east elevations where 
the slope reveals the foundation walls. '!he gable en:1s have cornice retw:ns arrl the 
roof is starrling seam. '!he west gable errl has two bays, one of which is now the 
principal entrance. '1he window am door surrourrls are plain arrl the 1/1 sash 
replaces the original sash. A one-story porch wraps arourx:l the west am south 
elevations, an addition b..lilt after the conversion to residential use. on the north 
elevation, the original three window bays have been covered am new win::iow openings 
have been made to follow the changed interior plan. An exterior brick chinmey i· 
located in the south elevation covering the west wirxiow bay. on the roof at ~ 
east gable em is a patch in the metal covering in::iicating the probable location of 
the cupola which was a corrm:m feature of rural schoolhouses of the late 19th 
century. 

'1he interior plan of the schoolhouse has been completely altered, with a 
half-story added within the original roof height. Interior partitions have been 
removed am no features of the original school use remain intact. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

. 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
_ agriculture _ economics 
_ architecture _1<_ education 

Survey No. F-2-71 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 
_ literature _ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpo.-tation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates c. 1889 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: X A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state X local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe Olive Colored School is significant urrler the education theme as a fair 
example of a nrral schoolhouse of the last quarter of the 19th centw:y. It was 
a~ently l:::uilt at the same time arxi on the same plan as the Olive School {F-2-70) 
for whites which is located nearby. 'Ihe proximity of the two segregated schools is 
unusual in Frederick County aIIDn;J the remai.ni:rg nrra1 schoolhouses. Usually the 
colored schools were located near existin;;J black churches arxi the white school was a 
greater distance away. Both Olive Schools were used until the early 1930's, when 
new schools in Brunswick consolidated the nrral schools in the district. 

'Ihe Olive Colored School is one of at least four existi:rg black schoolhouses of 
\..I.le last quarter of the 19th centw:y in Frederick County. 'As the survey progresses, 
it is expected that 100re nrra1 black schools may be doompnted. Most, like the two 
Olive schools, have been converted to residential use arxi retain little of their 
original interior features. 'Ihe Hope Hill Colored School (F-7-37} is the best 
example of the black schoolhouses, retai.ni:rg Irost of its interior fixtures. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-2-71 

Land Records of Frederick County 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3/ 4 acre 
Quadrangle name Point of Rocks, Md. - Va. Quadrangle scale __ 1 _: 2_4_0_0_0 __ _ 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I 
Zone Easting 

I I I I I 
Northing 

8 W ........ 1 .._I ......_1__............,I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

cl.Ll _I....___ _____ ! ~' ....._.._._~- D LU _! ...... I ......._ __ 1 _! ----------

E L..i_J I I _I ~___.__-- F LU I I ........... .....__._ ...... _ 

G L..i_J I I ..... I -~'--- H l.iJ 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 92, Parcel 113 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zani ng Dept. date October 1991 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Maryl and 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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