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F-2-72 
Levin West House 
Petersville vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1815 

'llle Levin West House is a two-sto:ry stone house with a 1-1/2 sto:ry brick 

rear win;J originally b..lilt about 1815 am containin;J both Federal arrl Greek 

Revival decorative details. I.Dcated on the former road between Petersville an:i 

Berlin (later Brunswick), the house was partially used as a doctor's office by 

Dr. Levin West, the graOOson of the b..lilder in the late 1880' s. 'llle house is 

significant for its representative transitional stylistic details arrl buildin;J 

technology, which canbines both stone an:i brick materials an:i interior 100ldin;Js 

arrl mantels of the Federal an:i Greek Revival periods. 
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I.evin West House 
Petersville 
Frederick Coonty 

HISIORIC CX>NTE>cr': 

MARYIAND CXMPREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geo~c Organization: Piedltx)nt 
(Harford, Balti.Joore, carro11, Frederick, Howard, Montganery 
Counties, arrl Balti.Joore City) 

Orronological/Develcpnent Pericx:l: 
Agricultural-Irrlustrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Pericx:l 'lhenes: 
Architecture, I.an::lscape Architecture arrl Ccmmmity Planning 

Resource Types: 

category: Buildings 

Enviromnent: Village 

Function arrl Use: 
Dcmestic/sin]le dwellin;J/residence 

Known Design Source: None 
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• • . MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
Marylan~ H1~tor!cal Trust ·HJSTORIC PROPERTIES 

Magi No. 

State H1stor1c Sites Inventory ·torm 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Levin West House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 1331 C Jefferson Pike 

city, town Peters vi 11 e 

state Maryl and 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district· 
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__x_not applicable 

2-- vicinity of 

county 

Status 
-1L occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
-1L yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publieation 

6th 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Phillip W. & Prudence B. Kesther 

street & number 1331C Jefferson Pike telephone no.: 

city, town Knoxville state and zip code Maryland 21758 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1160 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 234 

city, town Knoxville state Maryland 21758 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

'eposltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
-1Lgood 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
__! original site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. F-2-72 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

'lhe Levin West House is a two-story rubble stone dwelling Wilt about 1815 
located on the west side of a driveway running south off Jefferson Pike (Maryland 
Route 180) just west of Petersville, Frederick County, Maryland. 'Ihe drive was on::e 
a plblic road connecting Petersville and Berlin (later Brunswick), rut is now a dead 
errl just south of the Levin West House. 'lhe house faces east toward the drive. 

'lhe house has two sections, a two-story stone main part with three bays facing 
east, and a 1-1/2 story brick rear wing with additions and alterations made in the 
mid-20th century. '!he main part is partially plastered on the south gable errl, the 
north elevation, and the west elevation above the roofline of the rear wing. '!he 
principal entrance is in the southern bay of the three, with a transom and 
sidelights. 'lhe partial plastering of the exterior is nostly aroum the doorway on 
this elevation. WOod lintels and sills are at the door and wimow q:>enings and the 
sash is 6/6, flanked by louvred shutters. '!he cornice is brick and is corbeled. 
'!he roof is cunposition with interior errl brick dtimneys. on the north elevation is 
a one-story brick addition near the junction of the two sections of the house. '!he 
brick is painted white, as is the rear wing. '!he date of this addition is \.lI'lknavn 
and the projection has only a single small roan with a trap door in the floor, 
suggesting a roan for safekeeping of valuables, a need that may have arisen during 
the Civil War. 

'Ihe rear wing has 4: 1 borrl ani a corbeled cornice. '!Wo dormers are located in 
the north and south slopes of the c:::c:np>sition roof; these are apparently 20th 
centmy additions. on the west errl of the wing is an exterior brick drironey 
enclosed by a screened porch which is also a later addition. on the exterior wall 
above this porch is the outline of a gable roof, in:licating a further addition which 
has been deIOOlished. on the south side of the wing was an open pordl which was 
enclosed during the mid-20th century as a kitchen. '!he stone foundation visible on 
this elevation suggests that the enclosed area may possibly have been a separate 
structure, such as a summer kitchen, that was linked to the main section and brick 
wing by infill segirents over several ti.ire periods. '!he link between the main 
structure and the kitchen area shows a concrete block foundation on the south side, 
clearly a nv::xiern addition which contains a bathroan. '!he exterior of the enclosed 
kitchen section is gennan sidin;J. 

'!he floor plan of the main house is a side hall type, with a single large parlor 
on the north side of the hall in the main section. Bull's eye corner blocks and 
s:i.nple YKXXl llDldin;Js in the hall suggest the transition between Federal and Greek 
Revival influences. A dentil cornice in the parlor is likely a late Federal 
feature, while the mantel is a colUilUled Greek Revival style. 'lhe first floor roan 
in the wing, now the dinin;J roan, also has a Greek Revival mantel. '!his roan is 
said by local tradition to have been a doctor's office, possibly referring to the 
1880's period when Dr. Levin West, the grarrlson of the Wilder Levin West, had his 
practice in Petersville. '!he projecting roan referred to in the exterior 
description is entered from this roan, suggesting the safekeeping of m=dical 

(Continued on separate sheet) 



8. Significance Survey No. F-2-72 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
__x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

c. 1815 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B XC D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state _Llocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he Levin West House is inportant for its ardtltectural details am design, 
which irxlicate its construction durin;J a period of transition in both stylistic am 
technolcxJical methods in the first am seco:rxl quarters of the 19th century. '!he 
stone structure am side hall plan of the main section are typical of the late 
Federal period am have nuch in c:xmoon with silniliar structures Wilt around 1800. 
'!he brick win;J with its successive extensions am alterations are silnilar to 
alterations made on the majority of Frederick County dwellin;Js durin;J the middle 
third of the 19th century am later. '!he Greek Revival am Federal noldings am 
mantels in the house are also i:rxlicators of a transitional house. 

'!he house may have been 1::uilt by Levin West, a son of one of the early settlers 
vf the Petersville district, Joseph West. 'llle original harestead of the West family 
may be the George w. West Farmstead (F-2-73) on the north side of Jefferson Pike. 
Levin West is described in Williams am M::Kinsey's History of Frederick County as a 
farmer. Bessie West, whose 1848 inscription is in the bedI:oan of the main section 
of the house, was the youngest daughter of Levin West. One of his sons, Patrick 
McGill West (1825-1904), was the father of Dr. Levin West (born 1864). Dr. West 
first studied medicine un:ier his uncle, George w. West, am later graduated from the 
University of Marylam in 1886. He practiced in Petersville fran 1886 to 1890, when 
he took special trainin;J in New York. '!his four-year period is probably when the 
association of local tradition with the first floor roan in the win;J with the 
doctor's office was established. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-2-72 

Bond, Isaac, Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
Frederick County Landmark Foundation Registry File #123 
Land Records of Frederick County 
itus, C.0., Atlas of Freder"ck County, 1873. 
Continued on se arate sheet 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property less than 1 acre 
Quadrangle name Point of Rocks, Md. - Va. 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Quadrangle scale 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 92, Parcel 148 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date October, 1991 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Maryl and 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

1:24000 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 

MARYLAND HIST01~1Cr.L TRUST 
DHCPJDHCC 

21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

100 COMMUNIW Pu~.ct 
CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-2023 

301-514-7600 

PS-2746 



Levin West House 
Frederick County 

7 .1 Description (continued) 

SUrvey No. F-2-72 

equipnent arxi ~ceuticals as its purpose. A secorrl stairway to the upper 
level of the w~ is enclosed next to the fireplace, irxticat~ that this may 
have been the original kitchen of the house arxi later was given IIDre refined 
finish for use as the di.nin;J rcx:m or doctor's office. 'll1e tNeStern errl of the 
w~ is occupied by a small rcx:m DJW" servirg as an off ice. Its original use is 
urxietennined. 

On the secom floor of the main section is a s~le bedrocm separated fran 
the upper level of the ~ by a cross hall with a curved wall near the main 
staircase, a feature seen in early 19th century rowhouses in Baltinore, rut as 
yet unresearched in Frederick County dwell~ of the pericxi. 'Ihe Frederick 
County I..arx:tnarks Fourdation registry infonnation su1:mitted in the early 1970's 
stated a dated wall inscription of 1848 with the name Bessie West exists in 
this rcx:m, l::ut was unol::served dur~ the survey. Bessie West was probably 
Elizabeth West, one of the children of Levin West arxi an at.mt of Dr. Levin West 
(Williams arxi Mc:::Kinsey, History of Frederick County, p. 872). 'Ihe original 
hardware in the l::oeJJ:ocm on the early closets is of a high level of 
craftsmanship not usually associated with rural blacksmiths, irxiicat~ they 
may have been acquired elsewhere. 

No outl:uildings presently exist on the property, l::ut the stone fourdation 
of a probable srrokehouse or springhouse are lcx::ated southwest of the rear w~ 
near a grove of trees. 



Ievin West House 
Frederick County 

9 .1 Bibliogra?iy ( continuErl) 

SUrvey No. F-2-72 

Williams, T.J.C. an:i Folger M::Kinsey. History of Frederick Cotmty, Vol. II. 
Baltim:::>re: Regional Publishing Co., 1979 (originally plblishErl FrErlerick: L.R. 
Titsworth & Co., 1910), p. 872. 
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From Williams & McKinsey, History of Frederick County, 1910 
Dr. Levin West (born 1864) 
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C.O. Titus, Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 
Detail of Petersville Map 
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mollll&.aJ.nou, produciiig HttJe but timher, l·scept ln &be ric"J &nd b~au 

t:.!d Ear:..a~~h and -Eyler Valle.vi, about Wolinilla and Wolf's-tavcr'rl. 
a..Jd in a few other spuh. 

No•. 16, 3, 12 a.nu 14, form tb~ billy bul ,.roductlve and picture•qu~ 
Middletown Valle_,._ All thr foregoin;r preJo:> inate in Epido•e, Mi<• 
lSlate, or SanW.tone, interape~d w1tb Iron, Copper, .tc . 

.l::ut of the Cotoctin Monnlain come the ;~Red Lands,"-a n&rro" 
etrip through No•. land 2, containing much Calico Marble; but extend
ing over all the e""tern varta of Noe. 4, 5 and 15, the northwest parts of 
11. 17 and Ca~roll County, and forwed from Rt!d Clay Slates or Shale•; 
rolling or billy, und van.able in productiveneu, with Limestone near 
.lilechanicotown, ud rich Iron ore three miles south .. 

The eutern portion• o( land 2, with the northwos~ of 13 and eouth
weot of 11, form a rich and level or beautifnlly rollin;i Limestone ..-alley. 

The remaiuder of the County Is hilly or very biliy, cc,mposed of..-a· 
rioa kinda of Slate. inter•i•erl<!d with Lime1tone, Iron, Sandstone, a:c., 
witb Copper :u-ar Lioerty. It Is of ev~r..- grade of fertility, from the 
auurp-ed ..-alloyo of Linganore, fleave1 Dam, Pipe Creek a•d Sa.m'o 
Creek, to the 11.eril• bills e"8t Of Jsr&ei'S c • .,.,lc and ~b .. '. ":~ th~ T"' 
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