
F-2-75 
'lhanas Hilleary Fann.stead 
Petersville vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1840-50 

'!he 'lhanas Hilleary Fannstead contains a brick dwelling house of the period 

1840-1850, t:wo log danestic outh.ti.ldings of approximately the same period, an 

early 20th century concrete block garage, am. an agricultural ~lding group 

with a bank barn, terra cotta silo, am. a wagon shed/co:rn crib of about the 

last quarter of the 19th century. '!he log l::uildings am. the agricultural 

outl::uildings are in deteriorated contition. '!he house is currently being 

rehabilitated. Built probably in the late 1840 1s by 'lhanas Hilleary, the house 

is a fair example of a vernacular brick dwelling of the period. 

-- ----------
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'lhcmas Hilleary Farmstead 
Petersville 
Frederick County 

His:roru:c CDNl'EXT: 

MARYIAND a::MPREHENSIVE His:roRJ:C PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Georgra?iic Organization: Piednont 
(Harford, Baltilrore, carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgcmery 
Counties, arrl Baltilrore City) 

Olronological/Developnent Period: 
Agricultural-In:lustrial Transition A.O. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'lheles: 
Architecture, I..amscape Architecture arrl Ccmm.mity Planning 

Resource 'fypes: 

category: Building 

Environment: Rural 

Function arrl Use: 
Danestic/sin;Jle dwellin;J/residence 
Danestic/secorrlary structure/other deperxiencies 

Known Design Source: None 
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·:·MARY[AND-INVENTORY OF 
! 

Survey No. F-2-75 

Magi No. Maryland Historical Trust ~,:'1J1sTORIC PROPERTIES 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes no 

1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic Thomas Hilleary Farmstead (Preferred) 

and/or common Catocti n Farm 

2. Location 
street & number 4101 01 i ve School Road _ not for publication 

city, town Petersville ~vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryl and county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
_dlstrict
__x___ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__x private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
---)f.;not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_L private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Richard E. Curtis et al 

street & number 4005 Shallow Brook Lane telephone no.: 

city, town Olney state and zip code Md. 20832-2805 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1538 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

tit le 

date _federal _state _county _local 

lposltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 

----X- good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _lL altered 
_unexposed 

Survey No. F-2-75 

Check one 
_____x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

cx:N.IRIBUI'ING RESOURCE CDUNl': 7 

'!he 'Ihomas Hilleary Fann.stead is an agricultural groupin;J centered on a brick 
dwellin;J house l::uilt about 1845-50 with three dcmestic outl::uildin;Js, a log summer 
kitchen, a log chicken house, and a circa 1930 concrete block garage, and an 
agricultural group consistin;J of a frame bank barn, a terra cotta silo, and a frame 
wagon shed/com crib of the last quarter of the 19th century. 'lhe agricultural 
group is located south of the dcmestic group on the access drive to the farmstead, 
which is on the east side of Olive School Road about 1/2 mile southeast of the 
intersection with Jefferson Pike {MD Rt. 180) near Petersville, Frederick County, 
Maryland. '!he danestic and agricultural groups are on separately owned parcels as 
shown on Tax Map 92, Parcels 289 and 14. 

'!he dwellin;J house is in generally fair condition and appears to be in the 
process of rehabilitation. It is two stories in height with a 5-bay elevation 
facin;J west and a two-story rear ell exterrling from the northeast corner. '!he bond 
pattern is 5:1. A cross gable with gennan sidin;J and a central round-arched windav 
is an addition of the last quarter of the 19th century. Interior chimneys rise at 
the north and south gable ends and the cornice is corbeled brick. '!he roof is 
composition. '!he windav openings have wax:l lintels and sills with plain surrounds 
and corner blocks. '!he sash is 6 / 6. '!he outlines of shutters are visible against 
the painted, weathered brick wall surface. A one-story porch shelters the cente· 
entrance, which has a transan and sidelights flaliking a 6-panel door. '!he porch ha.. 
chamfered square posts and sinple brackets. '!he rear ell has a two-story open porch 
on the south elevation. A one-story shed frame addition is located on the north 
elevation of the ell. '!he interior was not accessible for this survey. 

Domestic outl::uildin;Js: 

summer kitchen: '!he two-story log suntner kitchen is in deteriorated condition and 
stands just northeast of the rear ell. It has an exterior stone and brick chimney 
and both tongue-and-groove and vertical sidin;J. '!he roof is pressed metal. 
Although the interior was inaccessible because of the Wilding's general condition, 
the stail:way to the second level can be seen just inside the door in the southwest 
corner of the general! y rectangular Wildin;J. '!he first story appears to have one 
roam and it is assumed that the second level is also one room. 

Chicken house: '!he log chicken house is i.nioodiately southeast of the summer 
kitchen. '!he proximity of the two l::uildin;Js and the main house suggests that the 
chicken house may have been 11¥JVed to this location. It is rectangular in plan with 
a single space inside, composition siding, and a standing seam metal roof. It is in 
a deteriorated condition. 

Garage: '!he rusticated concrete block garage appears to date from the 1920's. It 
has a pyramidal standing seam metal roof. It stands northwest of the house. 

(Continued on separate sheet) 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
- - 1500-1599 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
_ agriculture _economics 
_x__ architecture _education 

Survey No. F-2-75 

_ landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 
_ literature __ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_JL 1800-1899 
_1900-

__ art _engineering _music humanitarian 
_theater _commerce 

_ communications 

Specific dates C. 1840-50 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government 
_invention 

Builder/ Architect 

A B .lC D 

A B C D E F G 

national state X local 

_ transportation 
_other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he 'lhanas Hilleary Farmstead is a fair exanple of a vernacular brick dwelling 
of the 1840-1850 period. Its sinple features are typical of the hones of the 
middle class of fanners, those who owned their fantlS, rut did not have the acreage 
am inccme Of the large plantation owners o 'Ihanas Hilleary I the probable Wilder Of 
the house, married in 1848, whidl possibly dates the house to the late 1840's. He 
named the place catoctin Fann am retained ownership until about 1911. His son 
Russell P. Hilleary sold the fann in 1918. 

'Ihe Hilleary Fannstead has many survivl.nl contenporaries in the southern 
Middletown Valley in log, brick, am stone materials. 'Ihe general c:x:nlition of the 

'lleary house makes it nmerately significant. However, the interior was 
.documented in this survey am its details am floor plan, if intact, could 

increase the integrity of the house in c:arparison with others of the period. 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 7 acres 

Point of Rocks, Md. - Va. Quadrangle scale 1:24000 Quadrangle name 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LU ....... 1 _.__.. __ _ oLJJ I I I I 
E LLJ .._I ____.. __ _ 

F l.iJ I I I 
G LLJ ._I ~----- H l.iJ I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 92, Parcel 289 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date November, 1991 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Maryland 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMMUNllV PLACE 
CROWNSVILLE. MD 2103?-?0?.~ 

301-~· 1 ,1. 7 •{Y" 

PS-2746 



'lhanas Hilleary Farmstead 
Frederick County 

7 .1 Description 

Agricultural outbrlld.IDJs: 

SUrvey No. F-2-75 

Bank barn: 'lhe bank barn is extrenely deteriorated and was unsafe to enter. 
It has vertical sidin;J and a standin;J seam roof. Located on the east side of 
the entrance drive, it stands a1:x>ut 60 yards south of the daoostic group. 'lhe 
barn may date fran aba.rt 1875. 

Terra cotta silo: 'lhe terra cotta silo is located near the west side of the 
barn. Dati.DJ fran the last quarter of the 19th century, it has a dc:mad metal 
cap. 

Wagon shed/com crib: 'lhe frame wagon shed has granary bins on each side. It 
has vertical sidin;J and a standin;J seam metal roof. It probably dates fran the 
last quarter of the 19th century. Its con::tition is also deteriorated. 
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