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Brunswick Turntable 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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• CONTRIBUTING RESOURCE 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

Property Name: Brunswick Turntable Survey Number: F- 2.-'I- \ 

Property Address:™Brunswick Yards. Brunswick. Maryland 

Project: Rehabilitation of turntable 

Site visit by MHT Staff: _no .J._ yes Name Beth Hannold 

Agency: FTA/MTA 

Date 4/28/94 

District Name: Brunswick Historic District Survey Number: F-2-9 

..x_ Listed _Eligible-------------------- Comment 
Criteria : .J._A _B .J._C _D Considerations : A B C D E F G None --------
The resource ..'Lw contributes/-™ does not contribute to the historic significance of this 
historic district in: 
WWX Location X Design Xww Setting Xww Materials 

ww'-'x_ Workmanship _i--'oox _ Feeling X Association 
-"'"'™™ 

~stification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map) 

Based on available information. the Brunswick turntable is eligible for the National Register 
as a contributing resource in the Brunswick Historic District. which is significant as an 
intact example of a railroad town in Maryland. The establishment of a large Baltimore and 
Ohio railyard in the 1890s transformed the small river town. The town retains the appearance 
and character of the late 19th. early 20th century railroad town. The historic district 
includes a wide range of resources related to the B&O Railroad. including the railyard where 
the turntable and its associated roundhouse are located. 

At its peak as a repair and service facility for steam locomotives. as many as 500 men were 
employed at the Brunswick roundhouse. The turntable was an integral part of the operations 
at the roundhouse. The Brunswick Yard was constructed in 1891 to augment the existing B&O 
yards at Cumberland, Maryland, and Mt. Clare in Baltimore. Maryland. A frame roundhouse and 
a turntable were constructed at that time. The frame roundhouse was replaced by a brick 
roundhouse in 1910. This building was expanded in 1917 and remains today. Presumably a 
turntable existed at the present site from circa 1891. Records at CSX offices in 
Jacksonville. Florida suggest that the turntable pit was constructed and the turntable 

Documentation on the property is presented in:_-'"P_,_r=o . ...,je=c=t-'F-'i-=-l""'e ________ _ 

Prepared by: ______________________________ _ 

~lizabeth Hannold 
tllllllllllll Reviewer. Office of Preservation Services 

May 10. 1994 
Date 

NR program concurrence: _ not applicable 

~ 5'/D'9i° 
eviewer. bate 



Survey No. f- 2--t:t- l 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
Western Shore 

_x__ Piedmont 

_Western Maryland 

Call Eastern Shore counties. and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert. Charles. 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 

(Baltimore City, Baltimore. Carroll. 
Frederick, Harford, Howard. Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

Paleo-Indian 
::::: Early Archaic 

Middle Archaic 
---- Late Archaic 
::::: Early Woodland 

Middle Woodland 
---- Late Woodland/Archaic 
---- Contact and Settlement 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.O. 900 
A.O. 900-1600 

::::: Rural Agrarian Intensification 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 

~ Industrial/Urban Dominance 

A.O. 1570-1750 
A.O. 1680-1815 
A.O. 1815-1870 
A.O. 1870-1930 
A.O. 1930-Present 
_ historic) 

~ Modern Period 
::::::: Unknown Period ( ___ prehistoric 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

____ Subsistence 
____ Settlement 

Political 
::::: Demographic 
____ Religion 
____ Technology 

Environmental Adaption 

V. Resource Type: 

Category: 

Historic Environment: 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
-;r- Architecture. Landscape Architecture. 

and Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 

---- Government/Law 
- Military 
::::: Religion 

Social/Educational/Cultural 
-;r- Transportation 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): 

• 

------------------------------------.· 
Known Design Source: 



-enlarged in 1931. This change was probably in response to the change from steam locomotives 
to the larger diesel equipment. As a heavily utilized piece of machinery, the turntable was 
subject to routine maintenance. repair and rplacement of parts through the years. These 
modifications and repairs are representative of the central and continued importance of the 
turntable within the Brunswick yard. At present. the turntable is owned by CSX and leased 
to MTA for servicing of its commuter railroad equipment. The roundhouse is also owned by 
CSX. It is abandoned. in extremely poor condition and is expected to be demolished. 

Once standard railroad equipment. turntables and roundhouses are rapidly disappearing. There 
are six turntables remaining in Maryland: Brunswick. Cumberland. Frostburg, Hagerstown. Mt. 
Clare. Riverside. Of these. four have a roundhouse associated with them: Brunswick. 
Cumberland. Hagerstown. Mt. Clare. Four remain in service: Brunswick. Frostburg, Mt. Clare. 
Riverside. The Mt. Clare turntable though operable is located in a Museum. The Riverside 
turntable was moved in recent years due to highway construction . 

• 


