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The Utica covered bridge is a single lane twin span Burr arch truss 
bridge which crosses Fishing Creek near Utica. The wood bridge, 
constructed of large hand hewn members, is a combination of the 
wooden arch and multiple post truss pattern, called a Burr Truss. 
The bridge sits on replaced cement and stone abutments and is 
101 feet long approximately twenty feet wide. Small painted 
advertisements of local merchants are still visible on the interior 
rafters of the bridge. 

The Utica Bridge originally spanned the Monocacy in the current 
location of the Devilbiss Bridge, but was badly damaged during 
the 1889 flood. The surviving half of the bridge was disassembled 
and moved by wagon to Utica and reassembled over Fishing Creek. 

The Utica Bridge has a Burr truss, named after Theadon Burr, who 
first used the design in the early part of the 19th century and 
patented it in 1817. 
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The ~oddy ~c~dr Loys Sta.tion ~nd Utics Bridges are thre~ of only eisnt 
re.;-:-ia.inin~ coye.:c~ct bi"idge.s in the- Stµte ol_ J.~a:ryland. At 1225-t ·f_ifty-two 
such sti-uctures once· sra.ced the 1.c._nC.sca_pe of the state; b~xt sto:::-lr":s, :f i:::-es 
and progress hc.ve clai;-,,ed aLncst a.11 of th,:::_rn. Prese.rva.tion of the re
maining structures as e:z2Ir2les of ninete2nth centu~y bri:ds;e e!19in.2e:cing 
techniques is e.xtre.ic.ely irr~portant to the history of Frederic}: Coun-ty and 
the Sta_te of r~a.ryle,nd. 

,:";cco:cdin~- to, R,~cl:<:-rd A~len in ~-~ve~~d--=?E..~_Cl_g~c:s of t?e Eidd~~.~\~_i,2~~~l.<;. 
Stat.es, -r.ru.='!. Dui.l,a,:;_ng o:c cover: ed. Dr J..GS es i_n l·~c._ryl c.na \,·as l i-;niu?a -c.o -r.he 
wes-te.rn a.nd cc:ntra.:l counties, \.;hile the limestone counties of far 
~estern M~ryland erected stone bridges instead. Covered wooden bridges 
were present on rn3-ny of th.e -major high.-...-c..ys, including U.S. 40 and the 
Jefferson c:,nd B-:Jc?:eysto·wll Pi?:es in rrederick County. Until the intro
duction of the ste21 truss brid9e in the mid-nineteenth century, most 
o~ the crossin;;s in the county w::=.re ·l'·ood truss structures often cov0'.r2d 
;for I?r:o-tecti'Dn f:I?OJD t.:ri_e ele.,;~el-it.s. ~.,t one tj"'Tne as Ti:~any as fi\'e ·._.;ooden 
b:ci.d9e.s c;r:osse.d, the Vionocacy R.ive.r, :In the surtull.er of 1889 the Johr.stown 
P~OO. d ~o ~rn -r~ ~-~ O~ ~h05c r- ..L t.....;.. __ S ..... --.ul' ·=~ E\0;::. L- ..._ L--·~-=- "-• 

The three covered bridges in Fr~der:-ick County are closely related in 
historical and architectural theme. All three are ~ood2n covered 
bridges crossing s~all str~ams in agricultural settings. ~hey are loc2tE 
in close proxim~ty to each other in th2 northern part of the county. 
All were built in the second half of the nineteenth century and have 
been in continuous use since that time. 

The three bridges provide a good co~r2rative stu~y of wood bridge truss 
_._ r, • _,. • , ' 1 . d ' ~ .c .L. • , • . • - • • ~ • , L....oCflJlJ.q(]eS r a,:;; E:a,c n. u i_sp ays a l ::c .L er en L t:::cuss nesi gn. 'J.'1ie Uc:J_ca .or ioge 
ha,s a, Bur;c· truss, nc.rr1c:d after '.I'heodore 3urr, v1ho first used the ccsisn in 1: 
~nd patented it in 1817. The Roddy Road Bridge is co~struct2d of the 
single k:Ln<;J post d:--:'sign, and the Loys Station 3~~idge 5s a rnultiple kin•:; 
pc\st structure.· 
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The Roddy Read Co-,7 er ed 3r icse is a srral 1, one-l2ne, sins le s~ar: wood_ 
truss covered brjdae which cresses Owen's Creek on ~oddy ~oad north of 
Thurmont in Frederick County, Maryland. 

The wood bridge consists of a single King post truss fo~ty feet in 
length resting on five steel stringer~ and two stone 2butm2nts. The ~eek 
is wooden plankihg, the entire structure is covered Kith red beveled 
German cl2pboarding, and is finished by a tin gabled roof. 

The Loys Station Bridge is a one-lane, twin span, multiple king p9st, woo 
truss covered bridge which cresses Owen's Creek above Creagerstown on 
Old Frecerick ?_oc.d in rreuerick Co•Jnty, I~2ryland. 'Ihe wood brioge is 
ninety feet in length and rests on two sto~e ab~t8~nts. The plan~:ing 
and clapboarding are __ identical to the Roddy Read Bridge~ 

The Utica Covered Bridce is a one-lane, twin span 3urr arch truss bridge 
which crosses Fishing Creek on Utica Road in Utica, Frederick County, 
:.:aryland. The wood bridg-e, cor:structed o:' large rand hewn :::-te::-bers, is a 
co:-rcbination of the woo'.3.en arch and a IT'Ultiple post truss pattern, cal:!_ed 
a Burr truss. The bridge, ~hich is 101 feet in length, crosses the 
creek inb~o spans. Snall pc.inted advertise~ents of local merchants are 
still visible on the interior rafters of the b~idge. The decking and 
cla?boarding are identical to the other two structures. 

The Utica Bridge originally spanned the Monocacy in the current location 
of the Devilbiss Bridge, but w2s badly c2L::-,2ged du::::-ing t:ie 1889 flood. 
The surviving half of the bridge was disassembled and moved by wagon to 
Utica and rec.ssembled over Fishing Creek. 

?aken Iro8 letter of Sept. 19, 1977 to ?a~ela J2~es from Cherilyn Kicell: 

"I arrived at the cate of c. 1860 for the bridses since an unc"iocur.-,ented 
local source has dated the Roddy Road Bridge to 1656, the Utica Bridge is 
shown spanning the Monocacy on Devilbiss ~oad on the 1873 Titus Atlas, an 
a n2·1'.'S.?aper article in the Frec3eric}:: Exe:='· in er cated S,1-::=pte::.-~-:::ier 13 I 185~' 
states that iron was now being used in other parts of the country for 
bridge construction 2nd soon ~011ld be used in Frederick County. By·the 
1870's steel truss bridges were being built instead of wood bridges 2s 
evidenced by remaining exill~ples throughout the county • 

. there have been nu~erous maintenance alt2r2tions to all three bri~~ 
Ec~ever, the Frederick _Co~nty Rcacs De?art~ent docs ~ot keep a mainte~~n~ 
record of any of the bridges. ~he State ?02ds d2?2rb~ent does ~~intain ~ 
co~?uter record of the L~ys Station 3ridge (b~ca~se it is on a federally 
fu~~ed ro3d). . According to this ~ecord the bridge ~as "~econstructed" 
in 1930 2lthough it is unkno~n what this entailed. A resident who lives 
~fj~c~nt to t~e Roddy ?cad bridge clai2s he he~pcd install the st2el 
~>_ri:-!~_;~~2--s in -'c:12 1920 1 s. ~·~~_;st. c)f t_he c_lc.:=-'~-. .J~:_~~'--:_i~-:.·.; CJD all "~hrc~e t 1L-iCses 
}J:..·:~n :r_-c~L:>1c";c>~~a 2c~c~ci1:-di.ng -to tf12 C 1_)1_~!1t~zr ?.o:~_c:s TJc=- .. ,'--:·:-+-~-.:·T1t. 
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