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2. LOCATIO~N~~~~~~~~~~-~--~-~~~~-~~~--~--~~~~-~---" 
STREET A!'\IC NUMBER: 

108 and 110 West Patrick Street 
Jc1TY OR TOWN> 

i Frederick 
ST .A. TE 

!- Maryland 
rcLASSiFlcATION--

I 
CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

/g District 00 Bui !ding 

Site 0 Structure 

CODE 

24 

OWNERSHIP 

.0 Public Public Acquisition~ 

0 Private D In Process 

Frederick 

STATUS 

00 Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

I CJ Object D Both D Being Considered 0 P:'eservotion work 

I 
I 

!PRESENT USE (Check One or Afore n:; Approprinto) 

I :=1 Agricultural 

! .:J Commercial 

I
D Educcl;or.cl 

C Entertainment 

,-1 
.• ..J 

~ 

L_J 

[] 

Government [l Pork 

Industrial l"l Pri vote Residence 

Mi litory ~[ Religious 

Museum l-1 Scientific 

in progress 

0 T ronsportatr on 

[XI O,ther (Specify) 

Apartments 

ACCESSIBLE 

I TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

lX1 Restricted 

0 Unrestricted 

0 No 

0 Comments 

Mayor and Aldermen of Frederick City __ ..:._~--~--~--~-~~----
!STREET AND NUMB!o:R: 

1 Frederick City Hall 
CiTY OR TOWN: 

Frederick 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREE1" AND NUMBER> 

94 College Avenue ; i ~ 0 

. --- \5TA_T_E._:__ ~ODL ! __ Li~ 
__________ _____ M~ryJ_?-_pa ________ Lc~-~ I; I. 

CITY OR TOWN> 

Annap_olis _______________ _ 
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p. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent 0 Good 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

----~c 0 .c 
- - - ...- ~ 

0 Ruins 0 Unexpoud 

(Check Onr) (Check One) 

D(J Altered 0 Unaltered lJ Moved IKJ Oriainol Site 
1-------~--- - ---- -· ----------------------~ 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHY~ICAL APP~AHANCE 

The John Hanson--Philip Thomas Houses, 108-110 West 
Patrick Street, are on the south side of the street, in 
Frederick, Maryland. 

The structures are reputed to form a unit~ physically, 
in that they share a common wall; that the style and de
tailing of the original building shells as well as the alter
ations are similar; that the nineteenth-century additions dis
guise the original structures but the shells remain. 

Exterior details of the original houses include the Flem
ish bond found on the first two stories, the remains of a 
brick, quarter-round water table and the evidence of a brick 
belt course. The brickwork on the added third story is 
common bond. 

The first story of #110 has a ~entral door in its 
original position but with a mid-nineteenth-century frame. 
The doorway has an exterior marble stoop and wrought iron 
railing of Federal design. 

The large-pane office windows on the first floor are 
late additions with applied lower cornice. The windows on 
the second and third stories have six-over-tix sash with late 
nineteenth-century cornice along the roof line. 

The floor plan of #110 when entering from the street 
reveals the plan of a central hall with one square room on 
either side of the hall, each with a fireplace. From the 
west end of the hall a flight of stairs rises abruptly to a 
landing, turns onto an upper hall from which a square bed
chamber opens on the west side of the hall and a second bed
chamber on the east side. The original roof line was raised 
in order to provide a full third story. The second story of 
the original house would have been covered by an "A" roof 
possibly with attic rooms corresponding to the second floor 
level plan. 

The cellar of #110 is the most interesting and worthwhile 
surviving part of the building. From the south end of the 
entrance hall, a low door with raised panels opens on to the 
cellar staircase. The steps are enclosed by ·a pair of ra1 l:' 
each of which are s upportt:d by a post at the foot or· the 
stairs. Each post rises lo the ~eiling: where 1 t :1 ~ mortbed 
and pinned into a massive summer beam. 'l'hc top of' each hand
rail is f-inished with two headed edges and has been mortised 
and pinned into the post with a wooden peg. '!'he 10" x 12" 
summer beam is approximately 21 feet long of excellent quaJity 
construction and spans the center of the ceiling of the room. 

(SEE COHTINUATIOM SIIF.ET') 
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John Hanson--Philip Thomas Houses 

#7. DESCRIPTION continued 

The exposed, lower edges along the beam are chamfered. The 
chamfered edges terminate at each end with a "lambs tongue" 
detail. This is an ornamental holdover from traditional 
Medieval-style workmanship. The west end of the beam is set 
into the chimney breast. The east end of the beam is horizon
tally chisled out to permit head room for persons descending 
the cellar staircase. At the foot of the steps and to the west 
is an opening in the dividing wall of the cellar. This openinf 
is framed by a door of impressive construction comprised of 
wood pieces four inches square. The side and top of each piece 
is planed at each corner, has a beadE!d edge, is joined to the 
frame of the door, is mitered and pinned with a wood pin. 
The pintels for the hinges are in place to support a pair of 
double doors but the doors have been remov~d. There remain, 
looking from the cellar south into the yard, two approximately 
2' x 2' square cellar windows, with wood frames. The stiles 
are four inches square, with beaded edges, mortised and pinned 
at each corner. The vertical grilles are diamond-shaped wood 
bars. 

On the main floor, the square room to the west of the halJ 
retains some of the early wooden molding indicative of the 
interior decorative element of the first period of the house. 
On the partition wall there remains a small door, and frame, 
which gives passage from this room into an area under the 
stairway. This low door with six raised panels appears to be 
an original detail of the house. The trim which frames all 
other doors and windows of the house probably belongs to the 
period when the house was enlarged, and redecorated in the 
c. 1835 fashion, which predominates throughout the rest of 
both houses and serves as a s~cial comment upon the emergin~ 
prosperity of the owners in the mid-nineteenth-century period. 

In this room, in the west corner is a small early cupboard 
with early trim and doors, with one raised panel located in a 
cupboard niche two feet square between the corner of the room 
and the chimney breast. 

The interior wall of tile cuplJoord is lathecl and pJ i.1:~1.r~r·c~d 
with ·a half-round slic:J 1-!J;:icl< wt1ich <ippears to he (Jf' the: rier·j r,rj 

of the early part of' the house, al though the daughter· of ti 

recent twentieth-century owner stated that her grandfather hHd 
installed this cupboard, having salvaged it from another 
property. 

(1 of 5 continuation sheets) 
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#7. DESCRIPTION continued 

However, the lathwork and plaster backboard indicate it 
is original. This west wall has two massive chimneys rising 
throughout the entire height of the house. It would take 
further investigation to explain the presence of two such 
chimneys. 

The first floor of #110 was converted into office space 
and above the staircase to the rear (south) there are a total 
of eleven apartments extending through both #108 and #110. 
The #110 house originally was a center staircase with a room 
above on .the side away from the stairs, with kitchen below. 
During the nineteenth century a two-and-one-half-story wing 
was added to the back which contained a dining room, stairhaJl, 
kitchen and pantry. 

The #108 building as nearly as can be determined was the 
property John Hanson bequeathed his widow and which later 
passed to Dr. Philip Thomas, his son-in-law. · It was probably 
Dr. Philip Thomas who remodeled the house and installed 
eighteenth-century woodwork identical to the woodwork in the 
house at #110. Number 108 appears to have had a first floor 
hall and parlor plan. The second story similar floor plan 
contained one bedchamber, a hall and a small room directly at 
the head of the stairs. Possibly there was a room under the 
"A" frame roof. The early floor plan was one room deep. A 
second room to the south was added later and·the hall length2ned 
On the second story a second bedroom was added, behind the 
first; the roof was raised. A seam in the brick work of the 
east gable-end indicates the second extension to the house and 
in the basement this change is noticeable, especially where 
the south wall of the early house is apparent. In the basement 
there are no noteworthy architectural details as in #110. At 
a later time a two-and-one-half-story extension was added to 
the south side of #108 serving as a dining room and kitchen 
with bedchambers above. The front (north) first floor rooms 
have recently been converted into an office, and the upper 
stories and wing are part of the eleven apartment complex 
within the two structures. 

I' 
It doe.s not appear that any or the early trim or the f'ir:>t, 

and s~cond stories of #108 remains. There are five early 
doors; each with six raised panels. There is trim, c. 1835, 
and several mantel pieces of this period, some with trim on 
the second and third stories. The full third floor seems to 

(;> of :, continuation sheet~) 
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fZ· SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian: 

0 I 5th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

[XJ 18th Century 

00 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISJ (If Applicable and Known) undetermined 
AREAS OF SIGNI Ft CANCE (Check One or !ttore a& Appropriate) 

Aber iginal D Education D Political 

0 P rehi s tor ic D Engineering [J Religion/Phi-

0 Historic 0 Indus try losophy 

0 Agri cul lure D lnventi on D Science 

~ Arc hi tec:ture D Landscape [] Seu lpture 

0 Art Architecture D Socia I/Human-

0 Commerce D Literature itorian 

0 Communications D Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation r:.J Music [] Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 20rh Century 

D Urban P Janning 

0 Other (Spec/ ly) 

Numbers 108 and 110, respectively, are the homes of two 
Maryland patriots, one of whom, John Hanson (1715-1783), was 
President of the United States in Congress Assembled (1781-
1782). 

The two buildings have a common owner (1971) and, histor
ically, there are uncontested close personal ties between John 

. Hanson and Dr. Philip Thomas, his son-in-law. 

The Hanson--Thomas houses date from a significant period 
in the history of Frederick and merit preservation. Until 
the end of the Civil War Frederick flourished as a farming 
and manufacturing center located on maj0r land communication 
routes. Founded in 1745, Frederick became, by the end of the 
eighteenth century, a mecca for ambitious young men. Many 
Marylanders left their homes to found their careers and 
fortunes in Frederick--the frontier. John Hanson was amonc 
the first to arrive. Thomas Johnson, a patriot of the 
American Revolution and the first elected Governor of the 
State of Maryland; and Roger Brooke Taney, a member of 
Andrew Jackson's Cabinet and the second Chief Justice of the 
United States Court, are among others. Dr. Philip Thomas, a 
native of Chestertown, Kent County, Maryland, began his medi
cal practice in Frederick. 

John Hanson arrived in Frederick County in 1769. While 
representing Charles County in the Assembly he had received 
the appointment of Deputy Surveyor of Frederick County which, 
at that time, included all of western Maryland. The Deputy 
Surveyor surveyed all lands before a patent was issued--an 
active post for Hanson in the wilderness of western Maryland 
where settlement was just beginning to take place. 

: In 1772 Hanson purchased lot #28 iri Frederick Town . 
His Frederick house remained his home while he served in the 

i~ontinental Congress during the American Revolution and whi]P. 
he presided over the Conc;ress of the Articles of Confederntion 
afterwards . 

(SEE ·CONTINUATION SHEET) 
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John Hanson--Philip Thomas Houses 

#7. DESCRIPTION continued 

have been added later in the nineteenth century, at the time 
when the third story of #110 was raised. The front window 
fenestration and cornice are similar but not identical. Par
ticular attention should be noted for the handrail of the stair
case in #108 which appears to belong to the first or the second 
stage of the house. A very careful architectural investigatior 
of structural details would be the only way to determine the 
correct history of this staircase which could have been in 
place during Hanson'~. life and is the only ornamental detail 
of the building that could have been there at that time. All 
other ornamental work belongs to a period after John Hanson's 
death in 1783. The condition of the ~tair structure between 
the second and third floor has been affected by the conversion 
of the building into apartments. The rail and balusters and 
newel posts are of an architectural style appropriate to many 
late eighteenth-century buildings. The balusters are slender, 
rectangular dowels, set three to a step. The step ends are 
scrolled. The newel and stairlanding posts are simple round, 
turned posts. The railing is a three-quarter round, of walnut 
or pine, of very plain design. 

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued 

Immediately to the west of #108 is the home of his son-in
law, Dr. Philip Thomas (1747-1812). A prominent physician in 
Frederick County, Dr. Thomas took an active part in the leader
ship of local affairs during the Revolution. His role in the 
county r.1ili tia involved forwarding supplies to the Continent a1 
Army where he attain~d the rank of Colonel. Several documents 
indicate Colonel Thomas provided supplies for Washington's 
troops during the Yor·ktown campaign. Thomas also had charge 
of British prisoners in Frederick including those kept in the 
Hessian Barracks in Frederick City (a National Register of 
Historic Places property). In 1789 Thomas was one of the 
Electors who chose George Washington to be the first President 
of the United States. 

Trfe close relationship between Hanson and his f_;on-in-J aw 
is indicated in a collection of letters at the Maryland 
Histo~ical Society in Baltimore. One of the few known sets of 
Hansori documents, these letters were written to Thomas while 
Hanson at tended the Congre5 ~ in l'hi Jal.le lphi a. 

( 3 of 5 coritinuat:i on sheets) 
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