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Opossumtown Pike Bridge 
Mountaindale 
Public 

1895 

The Opossumtown Pike Bridge is a single span iron pony truss bridge 
of Pratt design, fifteen feet four inches wide and twenty-nine 
feet in length which spans Tuscarora Creek. 

There are three iron truss bridges in Frederick County known to 
have been built by the Groton Bridge and Manufacturing Company. 
They are the Opossumtown Pike Bridge, the Crow Rock Bridge, and 
the Ellerton Road Bridge. 

All are small pony pratt truss bridges with wooden decks and 
elaborate name plates on either side of the center of the bridge 
which list both the manufacturing company and current county com
missioners in office when the bridge was constructed. 

Little information is available about the Groton Bridge and Manu
facturing Company but an advertisement is listed in a 1900 edition 
of Engineering News stating that the company is able to furnish 
plans and estimates for steel bridges and buildings. 

All three bridges in Frederick County predate this advertisement, 
the Opossumtown Pike Bridge and Ellerton Road Bridge having been 
built in 1895 and the Crow Rock Bridge in 1897. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Oppossumtown Pike Bridge 

ANO/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Opossumtown Pike near junction w/ Sundays Lane 

CITY. l'OWN 

STATE 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDINGIS) 

~TRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

X OWNERSHIP 
_PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

-UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
)[YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

NAME Frederick County Roads Dept. 

STREET & NuM~Htevue Lane, 

CITY. TOWN 

Frederick _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

gJ·D. 20 
CO TY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

ASCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE I Zl.f code 
MD 2170 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-XexcELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_xLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

!ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Opossumtown Pike Bridge is a single span iron pony truss bridge of Pratt 
design which spans Tuscarora Creek on Opossumtown Pike, northwest of Frederick, 
Maryland. 

The single lane bridge which is set upon random stone abutments is 15.4 feet 
wide and 29 feet in length with six original stringers. The original wood palnk 
deck has been replaced.; joints of the bridge are secured with pinned connections. 
The name plate in the center of the north side states "Built in 1895 by Groton Bridge 
& Manufacturing Company, Groton, New York. 11 Half hip end posts are at either end 
of the bridge. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

-}(800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__.ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

__.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

__.AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

__.ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

__.ART -XENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1895 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Groton Manufacturing Co. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

There are three iron truss bridges in Frederick County known to have 
been built by the Groton Bridge & Manufacturing Company. They are the Oppossumtown 
Pike Bridge, the Crow Rock Bridge, and the Ellerton Road Bridge. 

All are small pony pratt trussbridges with wooden decks and elaborate 
name plates on either side of the center of the bridge which list both the 
manufacturing company and current county commissioners in office when the 
bridge was constructed. 

Little information is available about the Groton Bridge and Manufacturing 
Company but an advertisement is listed in a 1900 edition of Engineering News 
stating_ that the compiny is able to furnish plans and estimates for steel 
bridges and buildings. 

All three bridges in Frederick County predate this advertisement, the 
Oppossumtown Pike Bridge and Ellerton Road Bridge having been built in 1895 
and the Crow Rock Bridge in 1897. 

1oan Deibler, Metal Truss Bridges in Va., 1865-1$32., p. 32. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cherilyn Widell, Site Analyst 8/77 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation '301=663-8300 ext 266 
STREET & NUMB!'f!. h 

wine ester Hall, East Church Street 
TELEPHONE 

c1TY oR rowN Frederick MD 21701 STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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