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historic Motter, John C. House (preferred) 

and or common 

2. Location 

! 

street & number 1005 Motter Avenue N/ A not for publication 

city, town Frederick 

state 
Maryland code 

3. Cf c:ssi¥ica'iion 
-,tcgory 

_district 
___! building(s) 
__ structure 
_~_site 

__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__.!private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
_!_not applicable 

__ vicinity of 

24 county 

Status 
__X_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

name See Continuation Sheet Ul 

street & number 

city, town Frederick __ vicinity of 

congressional district 

Frederick 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
_____ commercial 
___ educational 
___ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

state 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse 

street & number 101 North Calvert Street 

city, town Frederick state 

- 6. Representation in E1dsting Stn4 veys 

Sixth 

code 

_museum 
____ park 

021 

__ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
_}{._ other:rental ho us in 

Maryland 21701 

}ill r y 1 a n d 2 1 7 0 1 

0,, 1-~ryland Historical Trust 
title Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined elegible? __ yes_--=~=- n~ 

date 1982 __ federal __!__ state __ county, __ .:-_lo_:~ 

depository for survey records P~ryland Historical Trust, 21 State Circle 
---------

city, town Anna pol is state ~'.aryland 21401 



7. 

1dilion 
X .. cxccllcnl 

____ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
_!__ altered 

Check one 
__ X __ original site 
__ moved date __ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

DESCRIPTION SUHX~RY 

A w 

The John C. }:otter House is a circa 1880, asyrr~-netrical brick residence which 
stands on top of a slight rise overlooking a suburban development in the north end 
of Frederick, }~ryland. The house is constructed in the Queen Anne style and is 
characterized on the exterior by a multi-gabled roof, vertical and horizontal 
tir..bering in the gable, decorative porches, projecting gables and bays, beveled 
facade corners, and ornate corbeled chi8neys. Interior features include an asym.Tietrical 
floor plan with hexagonal room, original interior woodwork, marbelized slate mantels 
and decorative plaster ceiling w~allions. The house is an unusually ornate version 
of the Queen Anne style of architecture for· rural Frederick Couaty. Documentary 
records indiCate. that a building existed on"' this site in the 1840°' s and suggest that 
this was incorporated in the existing 1880s building; however, there is no 
visible evidence remaining of the earlier 1840s residence on the interior or exterior 
of the building. Two garage buildings unrelated to the house are located to the rear 
of the property. 

GE~ERAL DESCRIPTION 

The John C. Motter House is a single detached 2~ and 3~ story multi-gabled 
asymmetrically shaped brick residence laid in a common bond pattern located at 
1005 Motter Avenue in the north end of the incorporated limits of the city of 
Frederick, Maryland. 

The building, which when first built was surrounded by open cultivat~d farmland, 
now stands on the edge of a 1950sand 1960s suburban residential development and the 
Hood College open pasture land. Located to the north of the building is a 1950s 
elementary school; to the immediate rear (west) is an unrelated one story cinder 
block garage building; to the south is a macadam entrance drive and cinder block 
residence, and to the east beyond !lotter Avenue is a city park and corrununity center 
brick building. 

The John C. Motter House comprises three integrated sections, north front 
section, south front section and rear section located west of the main block. The 
entire building is set on a low random limestone foundation with scored cement 
watertable and is covered by hipped and gable slate roofs, part of which has been 
covered by sheets of asphalt. The roof of the house is dominated by decorative 
colored patterned slate work on the front of the building and tall ornate chimneys 
with buttressed sides and corners flared at the top by a deep row of corbeling. 

The most prominent section of the house is the north front section which is 
3~ stories in height and three bays wide, one bay in depth with a ~ bay rear extension. 
A two story bay with paneled aprons, 1/1 windows, scrolled brackets, dentiled frieze 
and a row of circular motifs just below the apron, three bays wide, extends from 
the first bay from the south corner on the second and third levels. A one story 
hip roof wooden porch supported by four turned columns and a frieze with turned 
spindles extends across the entire front of the south front section. A tall, narrow 
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floor to ceiling 2/1 \-·indow is located in the first bay on the east side of the 
south front section on the first level. The ~ain entrance, t~in seven panel doors, 
\~ith a two light transon, enclosed by fluted pilasters headed by molded brackets 
and an overhanging cornice decorated with sawtooth and garland decoration is 
located in the second bay on the front level. 

All four corners of this front south section are angled until just belo\.' the 
roofl ine \;here the brick is corbeled out to r.icet the plain boxed cornice. The 

-side and front gable ends are covered witl1 slate and decorated by a plain boxed 
ornice ,.-ith return, dentil and jii;sav r.iol<ling and a arched 2/2 \:indm-! centered 

in the r,.-Jble. Double hung 2/1 ,,·indows are located throurhout the renaining portions 
·of the house except \-·here noted. 

The north front section of the house is 2)~ stories high, two, bays ...,ide o.nd 
three bays deep with the side cable facing t11c front (east) side of the building. 
A large three windm: wide bay with paneled apron, plain frieze, brick foundation 
and 2/1 windows extends across the entire first level of the front gable end. 

T~e front gable is decorated by half tichcring in a vertical an<l horizontal 
design inset in the brick around a square 2/ I '-·indm,·. The closed gable end is 
decorated by a plain barge board. 

A two bay wide hip roofed wood porch with t11rned colu~ns and turned spindled 
frieze is centered across the north side of the north front addition. Two, floor 
to ceilinr;, tall, narrow, 2/1 windows are s!1eltered by a porch on the first level. 
Two 2/1 windows are located on the second level above the porch. 

The rear section of the ~-!otter House is three bays deep and two bays wide, and 
two stories high. The rear section is coYcrcd by a hipped slate roof \.;ith boxed 
cornice enclosinf; the gutters and decorated by a centiled frieze. 

The south side of the rear section is decorated by a three bay wide two story 
open wooden porch which extends along the entire south side of the rear section. 

,.:[he porch is supported by six massive turned colu~ns, with four colur.ns in relief, 
id is decorated by the original spindled frieze on t~e first level and turned 

0 balustraded railing on the second level. TI1e porch is covered by a co~pnsite 

roof with an unusual kick at the eave. 
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All windows on the rear section are double hun~ 2/1 with jack arches; louvered 
exterior shutters oricinally covered t11e windows but have ~een renoved. A rodern 
entrance for a re~H stain,·ay leadinr to the second level of the rear section \·:as 
placed bct\,·een the first .:-rnd second bays fron the front section on the north side 
of the first level, in the 1950s when the building \,·as converted to apartnent use. 
The entrance is covered by a plain shed roofed wood entrance porch with wooden 
steps. 

The main rear entrance, "·hich has been altered with a modern door, is located 
in the first bay from the \:est side on the south wall. 

The interior of the John C. ~iotter House is characterized by .:m irrezular 
assynetrical floor plan of hall/double parlor ':ith rear end extension. The front 
t'·:in seven panel doors open into a hall ] it by t~e t'.JO li~ht transor.s, \:hi ch extends 

_to the rear section of t~1e house, brol:en by n slight diazonal turn to the south 

0 

. .-hi ch once acconroda ted the r..ain stain:ay. The original sta i n:3y \·.'hi ch rose f ron 
the hall to the second level ~3S re1noved durin~ the period thnt the sin~le family 
resi~ence ~as converted to apart~ents. Original four panel doors \dth original 
beaded and rounced Victorian surrounds \.'i t~1 syr.:-'etrical circuLJ.r corner blocks 
open off the hallway, two to the north and two to the south. hn original circular 
plaster r:iedallion decorates the middle of t11e hall ceiling. 

The main parlor lies to the north of the hallway and is actually t\·.'O roo:c.s 
separated in the middle by two large ori~inal nine panel pocket doors. Original 
louvered interior sl1utters are located at all the windows in these two roans. A 
recessed 11aneled apron with arci1itrave molding is located below the \·.'inoo'.>'S in the 
bay in the front parlor. Centered on tl1e north wall of the front parlor room is 
the most ornate mantelniece in the house, a slate r. .. :mtel grained to rcsc:-::ble dark 
colored marble with semicircular openinr flanked by ornate support colu:-::ns f ]uted 
at the top and tapered at the base in a characteristic Victorian urn shape decorated 
by recessed gold line decoration. All ~indow surrounds and baseboards re::ain intact 
in both of these roons. 

Crossing the hall to the south side is located a snall roan well lit by 
three windows with baseboard, window surrounds and interior shutters re~aining 
intact. A sr..all bathroom has been inserted in a snall space leading from the 
front rooc to the rear hexagonal roo~ which ori~inally contained a door to the 
outside on the south wall. 

Because of its unusual shape, whicl1 is reproduced on the second level, the 
hexagonal room is one of the rnost significant roans in the house. In addition to 
the original baseboards, window and door surrounds, four panel doors \dth transoms; 
the roon is decorated by an unusually larre oval sliaped plaster medallion with 
fruit motifs and a ~arbelized slate ~antelpicce located on the south wall. A 
r.odcrn door, probably added later, leads to the outside on the \:est \.:all. 

S[[ co:;n~:l':\TIO:: SEF:[T f'3 
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A oodern bathroom is located on the north side of the hall to the rear of the 
front rooms, to the west of ~hich are the original interior cellar stairs. 

Corr.prising the entire floor sp3ce of the rear section is a oodern kiL:-hcn \:ith 
unusual peaked hood moldings over t11e interior ~indows. A siople wood cantel piece 
is located on the west ~all. The base of the breast of the nantel follo~s closely 
the inverted peaked nolding over the windows. 

The second floor replicates that of the first floor with two bed chambers in 
positions corresponding to the parlors. The door surrounds, window surrounds, 
four panel doors with transoms, and baseboards are identical to those used on the 
first level. Three nantels are located on t11e second level in identical locations 
as the first level with the exception of a ~3ntcl located on the west wall in the 
north rear room \·:hich is separated from the front room by a • .. :all rather than 
pocket doors. 

All 101antels arc marbelizcd sl.-ite of sir.ple desi[n \:ith arched openinbs flanked 
by decorate arc~ed panels vhich follo\: the curve of t~1e opening and are decorated 

- by p.-iintcd recessed gold lines. 

The bathroom, located on the second level above that on the first level, 
retains its oricinal colorful and <letailed ~eonetrical tile floor. 

Three small rooms are located on the third level in the north and south front 
section, now reached by <:m exterior fire escape but once rc?.chable through a 
rc~aining small narrow closed stairway. 

The rear section seconc floor is presently rcac~ed through a center closed 
narro\-7 st.-iirway \,•hich rises fror.1 the center of the north side of t!ie building. 
Ori£inally, the t\:O rear apartments \:ere one room reached by the second floor 
halh:ay. Only the front rear section apartr.cnt r.ay be reached from the front 
hall. A large modern steel fire escape rises to the third level on the south. 

The substantial changes and redecorating completed by John C. Motter in 1882 
erased nost, if not all of the ori;;inal 1840 fabric of the house unless the simple 
peaked woldin~s found in the kitchen \,:ere retained fron-: the earlier period. 
Visible inspection of the foundations, at tics and exterior \1alls revealed no 
changes from an earlier period. 
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51c:;1ncA~CE sc:;~\I:.Y: 

The significance of the John C. :~otter Eouse is derived fron t~o sources. first, 
t!le house is an unusual cxa~ple, ior the rural sections of ~~ryland, of a Queen Anne 
influenced residence of the late nineteenth century. Although the Queen Anne style 
,.·as popular in the late nineteenth century t~iroughout the Vnited States, the 
oooularity in ~estern ~~ryland was limited pri~arily to urban settings (village or 
; town). F.ur~l do~estic builuin~s £Cnerally continued to be constructed in a sinplc 
·.-:::rr.acular form. Of the rural exa::-.plcs of Queen Anne '.10uses that do e:;:ist in this 
ref.ion, the John C. :·:otter 1:ouse is unique bec.:rnse of the verticality of the structure 
and the beveled facade corners of the r::ain blocl:. The Que:en Anne features ,·hich 
c'.1.:nacterize t'!le house are t;1e asyr:::::etrical :nran~e;,ent of p.'.lrts, l1alf-ti:"berinb 
in the 6able ends, proj ectin~ bays, an·= cccora ted bricl: c'.1ir.;neys. Corr'.bined \d t~ 
t:1ese features are characteristics of an e.:irlier house forn popular in the area, a 
cross-bable rectangular structure. This cocbination oay be the result of \in~ocurcnted 
recodelings. The second source of signi~icance is through association with John C. 
~:otter (1844-1916) '"ho lived in the house fron the 18E:Os until 1914. ~:otter, a 
Ln,7er, ,,·as judge of the l!aryland Sb~th Judicial Circuit Court and served as 
president of the J:mmittsburg Railroau Co;':lp.:rny, and on the boards of the 1·:ashin£ton, 
Fredcricl~ and Gettysburg Railway Coriparif and the Citi~en~ rational Bank while in 
residence at this house. 

J;IS10?..Y A::V Sl..'PPOJl'l' 

Tne land and site of the existin.; John C. ~~otter :-:ouse was originally the 
S;'.;all farm of Ezra Staley l:ho co';lbined ~ parcels of land in 1840 to conprjse a 
42 3/4 acre farn. 1 Ezra Staley died intestate in 1881 leaving a wife ~nd six 
children. 1'.ccording to a description in the court records of Staley's est2te, the 
ori.;inal house was two story, with nine roo:ns, surrounded by six fields of hay, 
corn and i,.:heat, fruit orchards, a post and r;iil fence, a large new bank barn, ice 
house and dairy. 2 The house stood on the \..'est side of vhat was then the Oppossu:;tO\:n 
Pike Toll Road according to the 1858 nond Yap of Frederick County. The Staley 
Eouse and farn, \·.'hich according to the L::::-.ily 's testi::ony in the court records was 
too small to subdivide \:as ordered to be sold at public auction at the City llotel 
in freC:erick on :fovember 5, 1881 anC: \:.'.ls purc:1.:ised by John C. !·~otter for $8464.50.3 

In 1682, soon after it was purchased, ~otter completely rebuilt and decorated 
the house in true Victorian style as ~as recorded in his biographical account 
\.Titten in T. J. C. \.!illiarns' Historv of rre<lcrick Countv in 1906, "It is note• . .:orthy 
that sonc years ago Judte ~~ttcr purchased a ~ost attractive property on the 
outskirts of Frederick along the Frederick an<l Oppossw-:toun TurnpH:e ulierc he 
fitted up a c'!-iar::::ing ho:-ie that is provided t.'ith every ;".'JOdern coT'.lfort and '~hich 
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is typical of the fullest refine· ent. .. 4 T!wre is no record of any architect or 
s?ecific builder v:hich ,,·as used in the 1332 ch:rnges to the builC:ing, but the 
exterior ':ood trin, ti:-::bering in t~1c gable, ornate corbeled chir::n.:;ys and lirick 
corbeling under the caves are not typical of t~e work of ot!1er local builders 
curing the period in Frederick County sugc;est:ing t'.-iat ~~otter r-:ay have used a 
Daltinore or other out of to\..'11 architect. 

In 183~. the same year he began rebuildin~ the house, John Colu~bus ~otter 
(1844-1916), an Enmitsburg, :·!aryland native, "'·as nor::inated as the associate 
justice of the sixth judicial court having served as ~~ryland State's Attorney 
fror:i 1875 and as counsel to the Frederick County Coc:::issioners in 1372. ~-]otter 

"·as also President of the [r.mitsburg Railroad Con:?any, a director of the Kashini:;ton 
Frederick and Gettysburg Railway Conpany and a director of the Citizen's National 
Bank. :lotter narried Effie Euhrrr.an ~~arker and had nine children, seven of \:hich 
survived childhood.5 

On April 27, 1914, after having spent t11irty three years in the house, 
John C. ~]otter sold the property to Lee J. :~cC.:utney of Craig County, \'iq;inia 
conveying \.·ith it ''the landlords share of half of the ,,-'!ieat, corn, hay and potatoes 
now on t11e farm premises and also all the hanging lamps, the kitchen range and 
boiler,.. the bath tub, "·ashstand and closet now in the bathroom ••• "6 

Over the next forty years the house was sold six times,7 finally being 
converted into an eight unit apartment house in the 1950s, which it remains today. 
Although subjected to this hard use, the building has remained in good condition 
and chani:;ed little. 

Set on top of a snall rise overlookin~ the surrounding 1950s and 1960s 
suburban neighborhood on a road now naDed after its fa;~.ous O\..-ner, the Jud[e 
Jo~m Colu:-:1bus :fotter House is a signific.J.nt local lnn<l~arl: visible in nany 
directions in the north part of the City of frcderick. 

Footnotes 

1. Frederick County Equity nccor<ls Case f4GSI, Liber AF 3, Folios 312-328. 

2, Ibid., Folio 325. 

3. Ibid. 

4. \.?illiar.is, T. J.C. IIistorv of Frederick County, Volume II, p. 816, L.R. 
Titsworth an<l Co~pany, 1910. 

5. Ibid. 

6. Frc~erick County Land ~ecords, Liber 310, Folio 177. 

7. Ibid., Liber 320, Folio 467, Libcr 336, Folio 526, Liber 348, Folio 479, 
Libcr 354, Folio 345, Liher 4J7, Folio 192, Liher 474, Folio 45 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreageofnorninatedproperty less than one acre (34,438 sq.ft.) 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

The boundary of the John C. :~tter l~use is sho\~ on the attached map labeled 
"Boundary Map". The nominated property includes only the lot upon which the 
resource stands. 

List all ~latcs and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

s X/A code county code 

s1ate code county code 

narne'title Cherilyn ~:idell 

organization date ~~ay 28, 1982 

street & number 115 ~ast Third Street telephone (3CH) 663-6S20 

city or town Frederick state ~'.::iryL::md 21701 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

__ national __ state ~ local 

I 
I 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the H_~:~t;J_e/ Conservation and Recreation Ser;;,e. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ~ ,/lJ ~ Z /" .- .tr 2-

STATE liISTOP.IC PP~ESLI~VATI0!'7 OFFHTP 

_ (J ror HCRS use only 

1 
I hereby certify that this property Is Included In the National Register 

' I Keeper of the National Register 

, Attest: 

1 
Chief of Registration 

date 

date 

date 
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